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Enjoy Klezmer and Honor Howard Susser

Erev Simchat Torah Dinner & Service ~ Friday, October 2

Join us on the evening of Friday, October 2 for Vassar Temple’s celebration of Simchat Torah. The evening
will open with a dinner at 5:45pm, followed by the presentation of the Arnold Award to Howard Susser and
the Erev Simchat Torah/Shabbat service, including “the unrolling of the scroll” at 7pm, and will conclude in
the social hall with a klezmer performance by the world-renowned music group “Living Shtetl” under the
direction of Alex Parke (come dance with the Torah!).

For the dinner: to RSVP, get menu info, and let us know of any special dietary needs, please contact our
office 845-454-2570 or office @ vassartemple.org.

Contributions to help underwrite the dinner and music are appreciated;
to do this by credit card, just call the office.

Howard Susser is the 2026 recipient of the Arnold Award, in recognition to his
contributions to the religious life of the Temple. He actively attends weekly
services and Torah Study sessions; his insight is impressive and he contributes
greatly to the class discussions. In his capacity as the Temple’s Civic
Engagement Chair he gets us all “praying with our feet,” actively applying the
lessons from Torah to issues we encounter in daily modern life. He leads us in
extensive postcard campaigns with the goal of encouraging voter participation
in those localities around the country where voter suppression routinely
occurs. He has also planned local voter registration drives at community
events, and sent reminders to congregants to exercise their own right to vote!
His committee brought local political leaders to town meetings at the Temple
where they could educate us about their roles and get in touch with the
concerns of the local Jewish community. Howard’s innate passion for social
justice and his marvelous “people skills” were further honed through training in
civil discourse and community organizing from both RAC-NY and Join for
Justice. Howard has served as a social justice leader in the past with our
CROP Walk team, and was a cast member in our most recent Purim Spiel.
Come on Simchat Torah and honor Howard for all he has done through his
leadership at Vassar Temple as well as for his immeasurable contributions to
democracy in our community and our nation.

Congregation Brethren of Israel, founded 1848

vassartemple.org 140 Hooker Ave, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 845.454.2570




From the Rabbi’s Desk: In the Beginning
There is a difference between experiencing something and reading about it.

Transparently, I’'m writing this at the beginning of September — before we have celebrated Rosh Hashanabh,
Yom Kippur, Sukkot, or Simchat Torah — knowing full well that you will be reading it on the other side of all of
them. By the time this reaches you, we will have completed the long arc of the High Holy Day season and
arrived somewhere new.

One of the things | love about Rosh Hashanah is that, in the imagination of Jewish tradition, it is something
like Big Bang Day. Hayom harat olam — today is the birthday of the world. We don’t simply remember
creation; we attempt, as closely as we possibly can, to experience it.

We pray. We gather. We eat. We fast. We reflect. We apologize. We listen to the shofar. And somewhere in
all of that sacred theater, we stand at the threshold of a world that does not quite exist yet and imagine what
might be possible in the year ahead.

And then, only weeks later, we open the Torah and read: “In the beginning, God created...” First we
experience the beginning. Then we read about it.

I’'m struck by that distinction. The rabbis and teachers who helped shape Jewish life understood that there is a
relationship between living something and studying it, between experience and reflection. Both are the
consequence of life and living; we naturally have to inhabit a moment before we can understand what it
means.

I’ve gone through fits and starts of being someone who journals, and | think journaling is one expression
of this instinct: first something happens, and then we try to put words around it.

| also come from a family of creators. My great-uncle was a beatnik poet. My grandfather was a poet and
published books about medicine and ethics. Their brother wrote music — which, come to think of it, may
simply be another kind of journaling. Different ways of taking something we have experienced, noticed,
wondered about, or dreamed and giving it form. And maybe that is where Bereshit wants to leave us.

We have spent the past month examining the year behind us and imagining the year ahead. We have asked
what we need to change, what we need to repair, what we need to quit, and what we hope might grow in its
place.

Now it's time to create.

The first thing God does in Torah is create: Light. Darkness. Time. Trees. Creatures. Us. So, at the beginning
of this new year and this next chapter, | want to invite you to consider: What are you going to create?

Maybe it is art or music or writing. Maybe it is a new relationship, a new practice, a new tradition in your
family, or a new way of showing up in this community. Creation doesn’t have to be grand to be sacred. We
have experienced the beginning and read about the beginning, now we get to participate in what comes next.

May we create something that brings a little more sacred light into the world.
B’ahavah,

Kabbi Joff Stombaugh



President’s Message

Those High Holy Days were something, weren’t they? To be honest, I'm guessing because I’'m writing
the week before Rosh Hashanah. However, | do see how much effort is going into the planning, and |
can definitely say that there are lots of people who deserve our thanks in this regard. Now we get to
move on to enjoying the year itself, and we’ve got a whole lot already in the works.

I am hoping to see you at the wide variety of events we’ve got planned. Our yearly Shabbat Noach is
always a fun one — especially if you love animals. This is a yearly tradition, and you should bring your
favorite stuffies, and we’ll all have a blast.

We’ve also got signups open for our first-ever Vassar Temple Road Rally. This reminds me of my
college years when we used to do something similar, and | never managed to participate. This year |
hope to change that. Let’s make this event spectacular so that we can add it to our list of traditions.
Invite an acquaintance to join your team and get to know them better!

And, of course, there are my staples: weekly Torah Study and monthly volunteering at Lunch Box. |
love both of these, and they can each boast of a robust core group of participants as well as the
ability to keep newcomers involved. | would love to see you there.

Behind the scenes, on the less glamorous side of things, we’re working on introducing some modest
changes to our communications to combat phishing. Periodically new forms of phishing arise and
catch us by surprise — taking advantage of our drive to help those who need it. This may not be
especially exciting, but hopefully it will help us feel a little safer in our communications. | expect you’ll
hear a little more on that in the future.

Now I’m mostly looking forward to a fun school year

Happy New Year! Shanah Tovah!

Wicals Modell



Bimah Flowers for our Services October 2026:

Just as Shabbat Services help brighten our weeks, so do the Bimah flowers, which brighten our Sanctuary.
Please let the office know if you would like to sponsor a flower arrangement in honor of a special occasion or in
memory of a loved one. Should there be more than one sponsor for a Shabbat, a larger flower arrangement will
be provided. Sponsored flowers are fresh floral arrangements.

The donation to sponsor Bimah flowers is $60, and checks should be made out to Vassar Temple Sisterhood with
Bimah Flowers written on the memo line. Or, if you prefer, Sisterhood is now accepting Zelle payments directed to
VTSisbanking @gmail.com. When you add this tag in your ZELLE app or bank account, you will see a
confirmation that your payment is going to Congregation Brethren of Israel.

October 2026 Bimah Flowers Sponsors:

October 2: Sisterhood (dried arrangement)

October 9: Sisterhood (dried arrangement)

October 16: Fern Lox and Jon Lieberman in honor of our 25th Anniversary
October 23: Nadine and Joel Zaritsky in memory of Seth Zaritsky

October 30: Sisterhood (dried arrangement)

Shabbat Noach ~ Friday, October 16 at 6pm

Shabbat Noach is a special time to express our appreciation for our animal friends with whom we share
the earth. On Shabbat Noach, Friday, October 16, at 6pm, Temple member Shea Ward will help us
expand our appreciation for the horses in our world with a presentation, Captured in Creation: Horses,
Noach and the Beauty Around Us. Whether you attend this family-friendly service in person or on Zoom,
be sure to bring along your favorite stuffed animal!

Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah/Yizkor Morning Service October 3

Rabbi Stombaugh will lead this Festival morning worship, Saturday, October 3, at 10am in an informal
setting in the East Chapel, as we conclude observing our special fall holy days. We take time to remember
our departed loved ones at times of joy and celebration, therefore Yizkor is a significant part of this Festival
morning service. Tradition has it that during Yizkor the souls of the departed descend from heaven and are
joined with those who are close to them. Many find it of comfort to participate in this service among their
Temple family. We will also say kaddish for the victims of the attack in Israel that took place on Simchat
Torah 2023.
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Scriptural Readings

October 3

(Holiday readings) Deuteronomy 33:1-34:12, Genesis
1:1-2:3; Joshua 1:1-18

October 10
B’reishit Genesis 1:1-6:8; Isaiah 42:5-43:10

October 17
Noach Genesis 6:9-11:32; Isaiah 54:1-55:5

October 24
Lech L'cha Genesis 12:1-17:27; Isaiah 40:27-41:16

October 31
Vayeira Genesis 18:1-22:24; Il Kings 4:1-37

New Paths

This month we’ll gather for a New Paths Sabbath morning service at 10:15am Saturday, October 17
(hybrid), led by Rabbi Stombaugh. The moving liturgy includes both traditional and contemporary
writings, mostly in English, and participants may bring supplemental materials to share.

“We take the time to let the service get through us, rather than getting through the service.”

Each New Paths service, whether lay-led or rabbi-led, provides a unique and thoughtful spiritually-
oriented Shabbat morning experience. A brief informal kiddush follows.

Contact office @ vassartemple.org or 845-454-2570 to be put on the New Paths email list, if you need
the Zoom link, or to borrow our special prayer book if participating on Zoom.

Religious School & Tiny Temple Schedule

Sunday, September 27 at 9:30am ~ RS Opening Day with Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, October 4 ~ RS at 9:30am and Tiny Temple at 10:30am
Sunday, October 18 ~ RS at 9:30am

Sunday, October 25 ~ RS at 9:30am

Study Groups at Vassar Temple

Torah Study (hybrid) at Vassar Temple with Rabbi Jeff Stombaugh every Saturday morning at 9am this
(except October 3). Contact the office office @ vassartemple.org to be placed on the Torah Study email list.

Talmud Study with Senior Scholar Rabbi Paul Golomb: select Mondays at noon, usually on Zoom. Contact
golomb @verizon.net to be placed on the Talmud Study email list.

All are welcome to our lively discussions ~ no former training necessary ~ no cost to attend.
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Shabbat Yeladim
Is for Your Kiddo!

Shabbat Yeladim at Vassar Temple
~ Saturday, October 10 at 10:15 am

Shabbat Yeladim is a Jewish space for
wiggles, music, stories, and the kind of
Shabbat joy that might just get everyone to
nap time—or a good Shabbos shluff.

If your child is in diapers and
happiest in a stroller listening
to music—and it works with
nap time—we want you there.

If your kiddo is in preschool,
kindergarten, first, or second
grade, this space is especially
for you.

If your kiddo is in third or
fourth grade—or a proud big
sibling—you are absolutely
welcome too.

Yeladim means ‘children’ in Hebrew, and
we mean that with intention: young children
at the center, families all around them, and a
community celebrating Shabbat with music,
movement, and joy. There is nothing we
sing, learn, or do that isn't meant to be
accessible—from our littlest learners to
grown-ups and grand-grown-ups alike.

We can't wait to see you and your family
and to celebrate Shabbat together in a
way that feels joyful, warm, and full of life.

Snacks will be provided
after each service.

Please don't forget to RSVP so we can plan accordingly:

office@vassartemple.org




Dutchess 50th Annual Interfaith CROP Walk Against Hunger
Sunday, October 18 ~ 10am to 2pm

This major annual community-based fundraising event supports sustainable responses to hunger,
displacement, and disaster, at home and abroad. Twenty-five percent of the funds raised in our CROP
Walk come back to local agencies who fight hunger throughout Dutchess County.

New: a shorter route in Poughkeepsie (3-miles/5K), beginning and ending at Temple Beth EI, 118 S.
Grand Avenue, Poughkeepsie with pit stops at houses of worship along the way. Walk as much of the
route as you are able. Special entertainment is planned to celebrate our 50th anniversary! Plus everyone
is invited to patronize the bake sale at HQ!

Walkers: Walk on your own, or walk with family, friends, or a temple group. Can't make the
time/date/location? Plan your own walk! Prefer to bike or otherwise “do your own thing?" Terrific! Ask
friends, family, associates, and contacts on social media to sign up online to sponsor you, and you won't
even have to go around collecting any money. Contact Ron Rosen at cropwalk @ vassartemple.org for
more information, or sign up at https://events.crophungerwalk.org/chw/team/vassar-temple.

Donors: Donations in ANY amount are gratefully accepted and are tax-deductible to the extent of the law.
To sponsor any individual walker, including Rabbi Stombaugh, or to donate to the Temple team, go to
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/chw/team/vassar-temple.

Bakers: To donate baked goods (especially needed: cupcakes, individually wrapped servings of cookies,
brownies, muffins), contact socialaction @ vassartemple.org. We really need you ~ we ran out last year!

Jewish War Veterans

Pvt. Herman Siegel Post 625, Jewish War Veterans of the USA, will meet on Sundays October 11,
November 8, and December 13. Schmooze at 9am, meeting 9:30am.

Location: Congregation Schomre Israel, 18 Park Avenue, Poughkeepsie. All are welcome -- those
who served in the regular military, reserves, or National Guard, in wartime or peace, as well as non-
veterans who support our mission. Transportation assistance for members available by
prearrangement.

Kalph Schusantss

Commander



DON’T MISS

Kosher Wines
of the World

Learn about the history of kosher
winemaking in Israel and its spread
throughout the world, including paired
snacks to complement each wine.

Presented by Arnie Serotsky, experienced
presenter with It Was A Good Year, Inc.,
Vassar College Lifelong Learning Institute, &
Marist University Center for Lifetime Study

Sunday, November 1
2-4pm * Vassar Temple

$54 per person

Seating is limited.
To reserve, email
fundraising @vassartemple.org

Please make your payment prior to
the event: send a check made out to
Vassar Temple or call the Temple
office to use a credit card.



Sistethood News & Reminders...

VTS Book Club to Read Theo of Golden by Allen Levi
One spring morning, a stranger named Theo arrives in the small Southern
city of Golden. He doesn’t explain much about where he came from or why
he’s there—but when he visits the local coffeehouse, where pencil portraits of
the people of Golden hang on the walls, he begins purchasing them, one at a
time, and giving each portrait to the person depicted. In exchange, he asks
only for the person’s story. And so portrait by portrait, person by person,
secrets are revealed, regrets are shared, and ordinary lives are profoundly
altered.

A story of giving and receiving, of seeing and being seen, Theo of Golden is
an unforgettable novel about the power of generosity, the importance of
connection, and the quiet miracles that happen when we choose kindness
and wonder.

Discussion of this New York Times bestseller will be on Thursday, October 15,
at 2:00pm, in person at the Collegeview Tower meeting room, 141 Fulton
Avenue, Poughkeepsie. All are welcome. For questions, please contact
bookclub @vassartemple.org.

Sisterhood Recipe of the Month ~ Submitted by Sandra Mamis
Scottish Shortbread

Ingredients
* 6 cups all-purpose sifted flour
e 1 cup sugar
e 1 pound butter, softened

e 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract and 1/2 teaspoon almond extract

Directions
e Mix all ingredients and knead.
e Divide equally into six portions and form patties approximately 1/2 inch
thick. Place on parchment paper.
e Bake at 350° for 15 minutes and then at 300° for 35 minutes

e Cutinto triangles while still warm, and remove from pan.



Thank You to our many generous contributors

Sustaining Fund

In Memory of:

Norman Weiner

Aaron Silverman

Rita Diane Lipschutz

Albert E. Schwartz

Albert Kahn

Rita London

Lisa Heidelberger & Louis Heidelberger
Edna Cooper

Sam Garber

Leo Klausner & Samuel Scope
Lawrence Slate

Donation made by

Irma Jacobs

Linda & Richard Cantor
Marion I. Lipshutz
Ralph Schwartz

Muriel Lampell

Gloria & Tom Mayer
Bob & Marianne Abrams
Stan Cooper

Vivian & Ed Garber
Alfred Scope

Jerold Slate

In Appreciation of:
Micah Modell’s kindness during Friday night services

Michael Goldmann’s compassion and support

Sandra Mamis

Sandra Mamis

In Honor of:
Susan Fink being awarded the Founders Award

The wedding of Mark Metzger and his new wife
Nicole Michele

Rabbi Stombaugh and the High Holiday services

Hilary & Lewis Wrobel

Sandra Mamis

Sandra Mamis

Cleaning & Refinishing the Tallit Box

Roni & Charles Stein

Congratulations to: Joe Bertolozzi on 30 years
providing the temple with beautiful musical support

Sandra Mamis

In Support of Vassar Temple

Anne Lescher

Community Tzedakah Fund

In Honor of:
Howard Susser receiving the Arnold Award

Hanukkah in August

Donation made by

Doi Cohen

Judy & Eric Rosenfeld
Marian & Ralph Schwartz

Hineni Fund

In Memory of: Mildred Shaprio

Donation made by

Francine Kaplan
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Endowment Fund Donation made by

In Support of Vassar Temple’s Future Vivian & Edward Garber

Lunch Box Fund Donation made by
In Honor of:
Andi & Paul Ciminello’s 45th Anniversary Muriel Lampell
The High Holiday Services Janice Goldfarb

Religious School Donation made by

In Support of Vassar Temple’s Religious School Laura & Michael Sperling

Music Fund Donation made by

In Memory of: Howard S. Abrams Marianne & Bob Abrams

In Appreciation of: Cantor Goldmann for her musical Sandra Mamis
contribution to High Holiday services and the priviege
of blowing shofar with her

Simchat Torah Dinner & Service Donation made by

In support of the temple’s Simchat Torah Service Suzanne & Don Turrisi

Rabbi Renni Altman Torah Fund Donation made by

Wishing Good Health to: Shirl Davis Susser Suzanne Mackson

Capital Fund Donation made by

In Support of Vassar Temple Anne Lescher
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a3 CAVENGER HUNT

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!
EXPLORE! SOLVE! DISCOVER!

Join us for an afternoon of adventure, fun, laughter,
teamwork, and discovery! Gather your family and
friends, hop in the car, and hit the road for a playful
scavenger hunt filled with clever clues, unexpected
surprises, and plenty of opportunities to enjoy the
journey together.

Whether you are a seasoned rally driver or a first
time adventurer, everyone is welcome! Come ready
to explore, collaborate, laugh, and make memories
along the way. Don’'t have a team? Don’'t worry, we
can help you find one.

Bring your sense of adventure, and your curiosity!
Let's gather at 2:30 so you can be on your way by
3pm (official start time).

And when the rally is over, join us for dinner in the
Social Hall as we celebrate the fun we shared.

This event is also a fundraiser in support of the
Building the Future campaign at Vassar Temple. Your
participation helps strengthen our congregation and
invest in its future for generations to come.

WE CAN'T WAIT TO SEE YOU AT THE STARTING LINE.

Sunday, Dinner in A fundraiser in Fun for the
November 8 the Social Hall support of the whole family!
GATHER AT 2:30PM AFTER THE RALLY BUILDING THE
ON YOU WAY AT 3PM Fl”'l[ﬂf Gamnaig“

ADULTS 550 CHILDREN $15 CHILDREN UNDER 3 FREE

LOOK FOR THE REGISTRATION LINK
EMAIL OFFICE@VASS

IN WEEKLY NEWSLETTERS OR
ARTEMPLE.ORG




Help care for the
resting place of the
synagogue’s founders

Pershing Founders’ Cemetery
37 Pershing Avenue, Poughkeepsie

Sunday, October 4 at 1pm
(rain date 10/25)

The Cemetery Committee invites you to gather at
our historic property in downtown Poughkeepsie,
resting place of the synagogue’s founders, to
assist with basic cleanup.

We hope to take rubbings of some of the very
old monuments, dating back to the mid-1800s.

Bring gloves and basic gardening tools, water, and
dress for protection from shrubbery and grass.

If you’ve never seen this intriguing site, it’s a
fascinating place to visit and a true mitzvah to
care for it.



Yahtrzeits ~ October 2026

October 2, 2026
Dorothy Wender
Albert D. Kahn
William Falenki
Rita London
Jason Dlugacz
Dr. Ely Rosenthal
Sadie Gross
Robin Rayfield
Jessie Barker
Alfred J. Bogad
Mildred Shapiro

October 9, 2026
Edna Cooper
Lisette Goldemberg
Daniel L. Cohen
Mary Stolack
Jeanne Loth Rubin
Gertrude C. Clarfeld
Bessie Rabin

Linda Claire Cantor
Aaron Parish
Margaret Ciminello
Lucilla Albinder
Sarah Pauline Benton

October 16, 2026
J. Ralph Stein
William Rosenberg

Susan Doppelt Pearlman

Lisa Heidelberger
Norman Kramer

Jean W. Dampf

Keith Randall
Gertrude Hines Groten
Jean Strauss

Maia Scherrer

Marion Bennet Sawyer
Charles Finnerman
Evelyn Locke

Dr. Martin Rabin
Evelyn Gurst

Ida Goldberg

Morris Bronfeld
Abraham Swatlo
Shirley Hope Mann

Dr. Barry G. Jordan
Julius Ostrovsky
Joseph Sparks Sr.

October 23, 2026
Charles Wender
Lisa Lemberger
Morris Fertig Ritter
Ruth Muraskin
Enid Gohra

Leo Klausner
Sophia S. Wolfson
Susan Salit Lowe
Henry Cantor
Samuel Scope
Murray Sigalow
Charlotte Konick
Toby Solomon
George Tofel
Joshua Russell Karp
Monroe Robbins
Lawrence Schaffel
Herman Katz
Sidney Locke
Bernard Himelstein
Gail Joyce Harrington
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October 30, 2026
Albert E. Schwartz
Gertrude F. Troeger
Leonore Bartner
Tamar Grand
Rachel Hecht

Leo Feinstein
George A. Rugar, Sr
Jacob Haber
Lawrence Slate
Bessie Rothauser
Benjamin Michel
Adele Lerman
Warshaw

Benjamin Genshaft
Edward S. Rubinow
Max H. Richter
Louis Heidelberger
Edward J. Kovacs
Samuel W. Gellert
Esther Mardon
Bernstein

Samuel Garber



October 2026
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3
SUKKOT DAY 6 SUKKOT DAY 7 10am
Shemini Shemini Atzeret /
7pm Atzeret & Erev Simchat Torah Morning
Ritual CMTE Simchat Torah Service
5:45pm Erev
Simchat Torah
Dinner
7pm
Erev Simchat
Torah Service
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9am 7pm 10am 7:30pm 7pm 9am
Take Down the Sisterhood Chair Yoga Cemetery Shabbat Torah Study
Sukkah Monthly Meeting CMTE Service
4:30pm 10:15am
9:30am Hebrew School Shabbat Yeladim
Religious
School
10:30am
Tiny Temple
10:30am
Lunch Box
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
OFFICE CLOSED 12pm 12pm 9am
Wise Aging Sisterhood Torah Study
COLUMBUS DAY Chai Noon
4:30pm 10:15am
Hebrew School 7pm New Paths - Rabbi Led
Shabbat
Service
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:30am 7pm 10am 6:30pm 7pm 9am
Religious Finance Chair Yoga Shelter Meal Shabbat Torah Study
School CMTE Service
7pm
4:30pm Board MTG
Hebrew School
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9:30am 4:30pm 4:30pm 7pm 9am
Religious Development Hebrew School Shabbat Torah Study
School CMTE Service




CHAIR YOGA AT VASSAR TEMPLE

November 4th and 18th

Suzanne Turrisi ~ Instructor ~ All are welcome!
1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month ~ 10 - 10:45 am

Senior Temple Rabbi:
Rabbi Jeffrey Stombaugh
Cantor:

Cantor Elizabeth Goldmann
Rabbi Emerita:

Rabbi Renni Altman
Senior Scholar:

Rabbi Paul Golomb
Rabbi Emeritus:

Rabbi Stephen A. Arnold
Temple Musician:
Joseph Bertolozzi

$5 drop in fee

Questions: yoga@vassartemple.org

President:

Micah Modell

1st Vice President:
Seth Lederer

2nd Vice President:

Fern Lox
Secretary:

Marcia Tanzman
Treasurer:
Maxine Finkelstein

Sisterhood President:

To be determined
Brotherhood Co-Presidents:
Paul Ciminello

Kurt Quackenbush

Daniel Scherrer

Immediate Past President:
Roni Stein

Bulletin Editor:

Jo Schaffel

Vassar Temple Bulletin is published monthly.
Articles for the November Bulletin must be
submitted by October 10 and sent via email to
publicity @ vassartemple.org. The editors reserve

the right to edit articles for style, accuracy, and
length.
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