
SUSAN BUDSON FINK (CENTER) IS

PRESENTED THE 2026 VASSAR TEMPLE

FOUNDERS' SERVICE AWARD BY LAST

YEAR'S RECIPIENTS, 

PAUL & ANDI CIMINELLO

Susan Fink Honored with the Founders’ Service Award

The Founders' Service Award is presented by the Vassar Temple Board to a congregant who has
provided strong long-term leadership in the operation of our Temple for the benefit of its members as
well as for the welfare of our local community. This year's award was presented to Susan Fink in
recognition of her over 60-year relationship with Vassar Temple.

Susan Fink first connected with Vassar Temple in 1965 when she joined Sisterhood shortly after her
family moved here from Detroit, and later joined the Temple, taking on a myriad of responsibilities. A
Board member on two separate occasions she has also sat on virtually every committee (i.e. Library,
Publicity, Cemetery, and House). Susan wrote the Membership brochure and helped rewrite the
Temple’s bylaws. In addition, Susan has been an active Torah study participant and studied Hebrew as a
member of a group of Temple members who became adult b’not mitzvah last year.

In the wider community, Susan was a teacher, worked in the Town of Poughkeepsie Town Hall, was a
paralegal for over 20 years and, with her late husband Alan, operated a very successful small business
buying and selling collectibles. Susan has been involved in many civic causes and community
organizations, including the Alzheimer’s Association, the League of Women Voters, and the American
Association of University Women. However, Susan maintains that her greatest accomplishment has
been the raising of two wonderful daughters (Julie and Leslie) and her close relationship with her
grandchildren Emily, Molly, Lucas, Eli and Clio. Susan is known for her practical hard-working approach,
her sharp intellect, and her good heart. Both Vassar Temple and the local broader community are far
better places because of Susan Fink's contributions.
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From the Rabbi’s Desk: 

Already Thinking About the High Holidays

 (Yes, Really)

I know. It’s July. The days are long, school is out, and the last thing most people want to think about is
the High Holidays. But here’s a little window into the life of a rabbi: July is exactly when we start.

For rabbis and Jewish professionals, this is the moment the quiet work begins — the reading, the
reflecting, the slow gathering of ideas that will eventually become the sermons of Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur. Four major sermons. Four distinct themes. Four opportunities to bring this community into
conversation with the questions that matter most to us right now.

This year, I’m turning my attention to four areas that feel urgent and alive: Our relationship to Israel. Our
relationship to education. Our relationship to ourselves. And our relationship to each other.

These are big themes — I know that. But that’s exactly why I want to start here, in July, with an
invitation. If any of these areas stirs something in you — a question you’ve been sitting with, a story you
think I should hear, a tension you want to see wrestled with from the bimah — please reach out. No
promises about what will make it into a sermon, but I genuinely want to hear from you as I begin this
process. You can email me at rabbi@vassartemple.org. I mean it: write to me.

Now — the other thing on my mind this July. It is officially one year!

I have now been your rabbi for a full year, and I want to say simply and directly: I love this community. I
love it because the people here are kind. Because they are invested. Because they care passionately
about the integrity of Jewish life in this place — and they show up for it, again and again, in ways large
and small.

I just returned from a conference in Maine with the Center for Small-Town Jewish Life, and I came back
with some fresh perspectives and also I got to meet Rabbi Leah Berkowitz. The learning there centered
on a question I think about often: how do you build a cohesive Jewish community when people may live
an hour or two apart from one another? How do you create a shared identity across geography?

Today, closeness often has little to do with distance. There is an art to gathering — to creating the
conditions where, when people do come together, something real happens. And there is an art to staying
connected between those moments, to cultivating a shared sense of who we are and what we stand for,
even when we’re not in the same room.

At Vassar Temple, we are a place of welcome. A place of curiosity, passion, and genuine care. And as I
step into year two — officially, gratefully, and with excitement — I carry that with me.

More to come. And in the meantime: write to me. Tell me what’s on your heart.

L’shalom,

  Rabbi Jeff Stombaugh

mailto:rabbi@vassartemple.org


Hey! I’m new here. Could I get a hand, please?

By the time you’re reading this, I will have just begun and I’m excited about all the possibilities, but
it’s also a very daunting role. My family has only been at Vassar Temple for about two and a half years
at this point, and so many of you know so much more than I. Many of you know my son, Maverick, as
he’s been at religious school pretty much every weekend as a student or, since his Bar Mitzvah in
November, as a Madrich. Also, he often helps me on Friday nights with tech support. Manhattan, his
older sister, is a recent high school graduate, so you’ve seen less of her, but she was also a Madricha
and she, too, comes to help me with tech support, albeit less frequently.

The dad jokes are strong in me and yet, you’ve welcomed us anyway! This is such a vibrant and
welcoming community and I am eager to help grow it.

I’ve been involved in a lot with Vassar Temple these past years and love the easy conversations and
the willingness to lend a hand – and I am definitely going to need you all to lend me a hand. I love
seeing our older kids lending the younger kids a hand as madrichim on Sundays. I love seeing the
younger kids lending their hands when it’s time to make Hamantaschen. I love seeing our Torahs in
everyone’s hands on Simchat Torah. I love that we lend our ears and our minds as we delve into
Torah together.

As we welcome the incoming Board team of Seth Lederer, Fern Lox, Roni Stein, Marcia Tanzman,
Maxine Finkelstein with Trustees Bob Abrams, Miriam Cohen, Madelyn D’Angelo, Lauren Domber
Feinstein, Dan Scherrer, Carla Steckman, Paul Ciminello, Susan Colodner and Stella Turk, I’d like to
take a moment to acknowledge the contributions of Gail D’Alessio, Lisa-Sue Quackenbush, Banna
Rubinow and Britney Weiss. While they have left the Board, I know them, and they are integral to this
community. We’ll still see lots from them.

Thank you for making it clear that this is where we belong. I hope to see you enjoying Chair Yoga,
Flexibly Feasting and at Ice Cream Onegs, and look forward to trading hands in the years ahead!. 

                                                                                 Micah Modell
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President’s Message



New Paths
 

This month we’ll gather for New Paths
Sabbath morning services in Vassar Temple
at 10:15am Saturday, July 18 (hybrid).
August’s date will be announced in Temple
emails. The moving liturgy includes both
traditional and contemporary writings, mostly
in English, and participants may contribute
supplemental materials to share.
 "We take the time to let the service get
through us, rather than getting through the
service." 
Each New Paths service provides a unique
and thoughtful, spiritually-oriented Shabbat
morning experience, including music, with
Rabbi Jeff, in an intimate, informal worship
setting. A brief simple kiddush follows.
Contact office@vassartemple.org or 
845-454-2570 to be put on the New Paths 
e-mail list, if you need the Zoom link, or to
borrow our special New Paths prayer book if
participating on Zoom.

4

Bimah Flowers for our Services 
Just as Shabbat Services help brighten our weeks, so do the Bimah flowers which brighten our Sanctuary.
Please let the office know if you would like to sponsor a flower arrangement in honor of a special occasion or
in memory of a loved one. 

The donation to sponsor Bimah flowers is $60, and checks should be made out to Vassar Temple Sisterhood
with Bimah Flowers written on the memo line. Should there be more than one sponsor for a Shabbat, a larger
flower arrangement will be provided. Sponsored flowers are fresh floral arrangements.  

July & August 2026 Bimah Flowers Sponsors:

July 3:        Sisterhood (silk flower arrangement)
July 10:      Sisterhood (silk flower arrangement)
July 17:      Sisterhood (silk flower arrangement)
July 24:      Sisterhood (silk flower arrangement)
July 31:      Sisterhood (silk flower arrangement) 

August 7:   Sandra Mamis in memory of Margot P. Similes
August 14: Sisterhood (silk flower arrangement)
August 21: Sisterhood (silk flower arrangement)
August 28: Sisterhood (silk flower arrangement)

Scriptural Readings
 
July 4
Pinchas Numbers 25:10-30:1; Jeremiah 1:1-2:3
July 11
Matot-Mas’ei Numbers 30:2-36:13; Jeremiah 2:4-28; 3:4
July 18
D’varim Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22; Isaiah 1:1-27
July 25
Va-et’chanan Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11; Isaiah 40:1-26
August 1
Eikev Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25; Isaiah 49:14-51:3
August 8
R’eih Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17; Isaiah 54:11-55:5
August 15
Shof’tim Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9; Isaiah 51:12-52:12
August 22
Ki Teitzei Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19; Isaiah 54:1-10
August 29
Ki Tavo Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8; Isaiah 60:1-22

Study Groups at Vassar Temple

We expect to hold Torah Study with Rabbi Jeff Stombaugh every Saturday morning at 9am (hybrid). Watch
weekly e-mails for any deviations, or call the office if in question, or to be placed on the Torah Study email list.
 
Talmud Study with Senior Scholar Rabbi Paul Golomb is usually on hiatus over the summer.

All welcome ~ No charge ~ No previous knowledge necessary

mailto:office@vassartemple.org


 
Shabbat Yeladim (Children’s Shabbat) ~ July 11 and August 8     

All young children from tots to first grade are invited to Vassar Temple to welcome the Sabbath Saturdays, July
11 and August 8 at 10:30am with Rabbi Jeff. Tell your friends and neighbors, this event is free and open to the
whole community. Vassar Temple is a welcoming, inclusive Reform congregation. For more information and to
RSVP, contact office@vassartemple.org or call the Temple 845-454-2570.
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Jewish War Veterans

Upcoming meetings of the Jewish War Veterans Post 625 will take place on July 12 and August 9.

Meet Jordan Block, Our Temple's Youth Engagement Program Associate

 
Hi! My name is Jordan Block, and I will be entering my
junior year at Vassar College. Jewishly, I grew up in
Bethesda, Maryland in a Jewish family, and Judaism has
always been an important part of my identity and
community life. My Saba was a rabbi, so Jewish
learning, community, and tradition have always had a
strong presence in my life growing up. I really value the
sense of connection and belonging that Jewish spaces
can create, especially for younger people. I’m interested
in helping make Youth Group a welcoming, engaging,
and meaningful space where people feel comfortable
being themselves, building friendships, and connecting
with Judaism in ways that feel relevant and personal. I
think youth programming works best when it balances
fun, inclusivity, creativity, and genuine community-
building, and I’d love to help create events and
experiences that people are excited to attend.
 
At college I am studying Biology and Anthropology. I’m
especially interested in public health, zoonotic disease,
environmental issues, and the relationship between
people, communities, and health systems. I’ve also been
involved in leadership and community-oriented work
through interning experiences. Outside of academics, I’m
involved in a lot of creative and collaborative activities.
I’m a photographer and was the photography director for
my school's fashion magazine and next year will be the
creative director! I do work in digital art and design, and
am involved with my college radio station. I’m also the
president of my stand-up and improv group, which has
given me a lot of experience with leadership, event
coordination, and creating fun, inclusive social spaces. I
love working with people in creative and community-
centered environments, and I’m excited about the
opportunity to contribute to both the Vassar Temple
congregation and the broader Jewish community.



VTS Book Club to Read Heart of a Stranger

A stirring memoir of the first Asian American to be ordained as a rabbi, Heart
of a Stranger by Angela Buchdahl depicts one woman’s journey from feeling
like an outsider to becoming one of the most admired religious leaders in the
world.

Born in Seoul to a Korean Buddhist mother and Jewish American father,
author Angela Buchdahl then immigrated to Tacoma, Washington, where at
sixteen she decided she wanted to become a rabbi. Ordained as both cantor
and rabbi, today, she is Senior Rabbi at Central Synagogue, one of the
largest, most influential congregations in the world.

Discussion of this New York Times bestseller will be on Wednesday, August
19, at 2:00pm, in-person at the Collegeview Tower meeting room, 141 Fulton
Avenue, Poughkeepsie. All are welcome. For questions, please contact
bookclub@vassartemple.org.
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Sisterhood...

Sisterhood Recipes for Summer ~

Submitted by Susan Fink

Mock Chopped Liver Spread

16 oz. can of peas, well-drained and mashed 
6 oz. walnuts, finely ground
1 medium onion, fried
1 hard-boiled egg, sieved
1 - 2 tablespoons peanut butter
Salt & pepper to taste

Thoroughly mix all items together, blending well.
(Use pastry blender or food processor.) Chill.
Serve on crackers, matzo, toast rounds.

Punch

A box of sherbet (strawberry or raspberry)
1 bottle of ginger ale
2 cans of Hawaiian Punch or Juicy Juice

Soften sherbet and put it in a mold, put it in the
freezer, and take it out at the last minute.  Mix the
ginger ale and the juice in the punch bowl...and
add the sherbet.

mailto:bookclub@vassartemple.org


CHAIR YOGA AT VASSAR TEMPLE

Suzanne Turrisi ~ Instructor ~ All are welcome!

1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month ~ 10 - 10:45 am

$5 drop in fee

Questions:   yoga@vassartemple.org
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Repairing the World 

Several years ago, I learned about a local organization called HOAM, which stands for Hope On A Mission.
This is a nonsectarian effort that provides food to the hungry and unhoused three days a week on the
streets of Poughkeepsie.

Approximately every six weeks, I made 60 or 70 sandwiches and dropped them off. I don’t even remember
how it came up many months later, but I told a couple of people I know from temple what I was doing and -
maybe not surprisingly - the response I got was, “How can I help?”

Now, 11 women, the majority of whom are VT members, are on board who not only come over to make
the sandwiches, but often provide the components, which include peanut butter, jam, and the baggies 
where the sandwiches are placed.

My reason for sharing this is to show how easy it is to be able to do something simple that can make a big 
difference. At the most recent gathering, in less than an hour and a half we made 140+ sandwiches that
will be distributed to individuals for whom this might be their only day’s meal. I would like to encourage
others to engage in social action activities, as there are so many in our community in need of support.

The people pictured here include Susan Colodner, Francine Kaplan, Hilary Wrobel, Vivian Garber, Susan
Lesser, Gail D’Alessio, Hilary Wrobel, Jill Auerbach and Bobbi Scheer. Absent from that day were Muriel
Lampell, Pat Johnson, Linda Lant and Maddy D’Angelo.

Sandra Mamis

mailto:yoga@vassartemple.org


This is a summary of information presented at the Annual Congregational Meeting for those who were not
present.

The government grants process is complex and rigorous. We have been preparing for this initiative since
2020; we were not administratively or financially prepared. Among other things, we had never obtained a
formal 501(c)3 determination letter from the IRS. A great deal of time was spent correcting this and other
problems as well as getting our financial house in order.

We applied for and were awarded the 2024 Non-Profit Security Grant Program full award of $150,000; a
Federal Homeland Security grant administered through the NYS Dept. of Homeland Security. The three-year
process includes threat assessment, budget development, creation of an incident file, writing an investment
justification, completing the online application, award, a federal Environmental and Historic Preservation
review, procurement according to strict regulations, (finally) the work, and reimbursement. We had assistance
from a grant writer via a stipend for first-timers. Since receiving the award, we have benefited from the
guidance of a professional security consultant to reassess and prioritize fund use. We plan to reallocate the
grant budget based on this input to address our greatest building vulnerabilities first. Projects include:

Outdoor lighting: add floodlights in dark areas, change all to LED
Video surveillance: add cameras in areas currently not covered, inside and outside
Electronic access control: replace physical keys for greater security and the ability to control and monitor
access
Replace both sets of old wooden double front doors with steel doors
Replace front windows (school office and classrooms) with bulletproof glass
Place bulletproof glass panels over the lower section of stained glass in sanctuary

There is also a small amount in the grant for management/administration, for which we have hired an
experienced consultant. This will help ensure we follow all regulations to be reimbursed. Building upgrades for
security overlap with capital needs, so whatever we can do this way will free up Capital Fund resources for
other projects.

At this time we are applying for the 2026 NYS Securing Communities Against Hate Crimes grant, maximum
of $250,000. This is a state program, not subject to Congress, through the NYS Department. of Criminal
Justice. We’ve haired a grant writer experienced with SCAHC. We are looking at more exterior doors, possibly
sanctuary/chapel doors, more windows, a lock-down system. Funds cannot be used for security guards.

NYS requires us to maintain “pre-qualification” for grants which involves submitting extensive materials to
prove our eligibility. Our original pre-qualification in 2024 was uneventful. Due to apparent increased scrutiny,
renewal has necessitated a wording amendment to our Certificate of Incorporation, for which congregational
approval was given at the meeting.

We will continue to keep the membership updated. Finally, I wish to thank Marcia Tanzman for her willingness
to step up and help get this done. We are an effective team, we divide and conquer, and it would not have
happened without her involvement.

Susan Karnes Hecht
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Update on Security Grants
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A FEAST for the Soul

W e  a r e  n o w  t a k i n g  r e s e r v a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f e a s t :
 

To p  o f f  y o u r  4 t h  o f  J u l y  W e e k e n d  w i t h  a  Tr a d i t i o n a l  B a c k y a r d  B a r - B - Q u e
 

H o s t e d  b y  J o  S c h a f f e l  a n d  D a n i e l  S c h e r r e r
S u n d a y,  J u l y  5 t h  a t  5 : 0 0  p m  i n  T i l l s o n  ~  1 6  g u e s t s  -  $ 5 4  p p

 
H o t  d o g s  ( k o s h e r ) ,  h a m b u r g e r s ,  a n d  e n o u g h  s i d e s  f o r  d o d e c a h e d r o n  f a n s .

B e e r ,  w i n e ,  c h a m p a g n e ;  c o c k t a i l s  a n d  m o c k t a i l s ;  n o n - a l c o h o l i c  d r i n k s .
 

I c e  c r e a m  s a n d w i c h e s  f r o m  B o i c e ' s  d a i r y  f o r  d e s s e r t
 ( w o r t h  t h e  p r i c e  o f  a d m i s s i o n  a l o n e ! ) .

 
Ve g g i e / g l u t e n - f r e e  o p t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  –  p l e a s e  s p e c i f y  i n  R S V P.

 
S o m e  g a m e s .  S o m e  p r i z e s .  L o t s  o f  t a l k  ( w e ' r e  J e w s ) .

 
L e v e l  g r o u n d  t o  t h e  p a r t y.  B a t h r o o m s  a r e  u p  2  s t e p s  t h a t  h a v e  h a n d r a i l s .

W e  c a n  m o v e  i n s i d e  i f  t h e  w e a t h e r  i s n ' t  c o o p e r a t i v e .  
 

S o u p e r ,  S l i d e r ,  S a l a d ,  S u m m e r  S o c i a l  –  T H I S  E V E N T  I S  S O L D  O U T
 

R S V P  t o  f u n d r a i s i n g @ v a s s a r t e m p l e . o r g
S e n d  y o u r  c h e c k  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o r  c a l l  8 4 5 - 4 5 4 - 2 5 7 0  t o  u s e  a  c r e d i t  c a r d .

A d d r e s s  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  u p o n  r e s e r v a t i o n .
 

D o  y o u  l o v e  t o  e a t ?  C o o k ?  H o s t ?  B a c k  b y  p o p u l a r  d e m a n d ,  w e  a r e  s c h e d u l i n g  a
l i m i t e d  2 0 2 6  F L E X I B L E  F E A S T.  F e a s t s  a r e  f o r  a n y  n u m b e r  o f  g u e s t s ,  f r o m
c a s u a l  t o  f o r m a l ,  a t  a  t i m e / d a t e  o f  y o u r  c h o o s i n g  o v e r  t h e  s u m m e r .
B r e a k f a s t / b r u n c h / l u n c h / d i n n e r / d e s s e r t  p a r t y  -  o r  a n y t h i n g  i n  b e t w e e n .  T h e  o n l y
l i m i t a t i o n s  a r e :  n o t  o n  S h a b b a t  ( F r i d a y  d i n n e r  t h r o u g h  S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n )  o r
T i s h ’ a  B ’ A v  ( W e d n e s d a y  7 / 2 2  d i n n e r  t h r o u g h  T h u r s d a y  7 / 2 3  a f t e r n o o n ) .
 
Yo u  p i c k  t h e  m e n u  a n d  p r i c e  p o i n t  a n d  p r o v i d e  t h e  m e a l .  W e  p r o v i d e
a d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  m a n a g e  R S V P s .  I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h o s t  t h i s  s u m m e r ,  w h i l e
h e l p i n g  t o  r a i s e  f u n d s  f o r  t e m p l e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t
f u n d r a i s i n g @ v a s s a r t e m p l e . o r g .
 
To  e l i m i n a t e  e x p e n s e s  a n d  m a k e  t h i s  a  1 0 0 %  f u n d r a i s e r ,  w e  w i l l  N O T  b e
m a i l i n g  h a r d - c o p y  i n v i t a t i o n s  t h i s  y e a r .  P l e a s e  w a t c h  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  a n d
B u l l e t i n  f o r  u p d a t e s  a s  m e a l s  a r e  a d d e d .  I f  y o u  c a n n o t  a t t e n d  b u t  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
s u p p o r t  t h i s  p r o g r a m ,  w e  w i l l  b e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  

 
T H A N K  YO U  T O  O U R  G E N E R O U S  H O S T S !



SUSTAINING FUND

In Memory of:
Michael Wrobel                                                                          Hilary & Lewis Wrobel
Sandra LoGiudice, Pauline Slote & Matthew Lampell               Muriel Lampell
George Luttinger                                                                       Jayne Baumbach
Mary Louise Goldfarb                                                                Michael G. Goldfarb
Gertrude & Spencer Rosenthal                                                 Charlene & Loren Rosenthal
Deborah Heilweil                                                                       Minday & Marty Teich
Dr. Sidney S. Cohen                                                                  Doi Cohen
Margot P. Similes                                                                       Sandra Mamis
Rose Gilbert                                                                              Gloria Gilbert Mayer
Cecelia Riechman & Charlotte Wechsler                                  Vivian & Ed Garber
Joshua A. Himelstein                                                                 Howard Himelstein
Lillian Lampell & Ann Kahn                                                       Murial Lampel
 
In Honor of:
Rabbi Jeffrey Stombaugh’s Installation                                     Claudia & Joel Kelson
                                                                                                  Lisa Rubenstein & Richard DuVall
Cathy & Gabe Bokor’s Wedding Anniversary                            Marlene Straus
Marlene Straus                                                                          Judy & Bob Tiell

In Appreciation of:
Jeffrey Polisky, DVM                                                                  Sandra Mamis
                                                                                                          
LUNCH BOX FUND                                                                  Shirl Davis-Susser

YOUTH PROGRAMMING & EDUCATION FUND
In Honor of:
Emmy Schwadron                                                                     Vivian & Ed Garber

MUSIC FUND
In Memory of:
Cecile Arnold                                                                            Claudia & Joel Kelson

COMMUNITY TZEDAKAH FUND
                                                                                                  Marian & Ralph Schwartz ~ Protein Plenty
                                                                                                  Susan Fink ~ Protein Plenty
In Honor of:
Marian Schwartz’s many contributions to our temple               Claudia & Joel Kelson

SECURITY GRANT                                                                  The Jewish Federation (Tepper Grant Security Funds)

MEMORIAL PLAQUE FUND
In Memory of:
Jeffrey Michael Renner                                                              Betty Renner

 

Contributions
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July 3, 2026
Ludwig Willner
Milton Bartner
Mary Lou Goldfarb
Barbara Jean Wojcik
Nay Wisdom
Dr. Sheldon J. Solomon
Dr. Jacob Kronman
M. Fred Praeger
Lillian Lampell
Hillard Mann
Ann Kahn
Marie Robinowitz
Eileen Rosenhaus
Michael Wrobel

July 10, 2026
Sylvia Soirefman
Mae Rosenberg
Sam Lessin
Siegfried Frank
David Krevolin
Lloyd Fertig
Lawrence L. Landau
Dora Rosenmann
Winona Rosenthal
Michael L. Solomon
Linda Fertig Waldman
Merlin B. Lass
Marshall Effron
Stephan Harrison

  

Yahrzeits ~ July & August 2026

July 17, 2026
Phillip R. Moselle, OD
Saul Lox
Miriam Gould
Leon R. Bloom
Ralph C. Goldman 
Shirley Green Chertock
Minnie Lass
Sylvia Reifler Silberman
Ida Cohen
Marian Bloomgarden DeWitt
Morton Bloch
Cynthia R. Feldman
Dr. Sidney S. Cohen
Jerry Bass 
Norman Matlin
Robert J. Creedon, Sr
Dr. Alan E. Apfel 
Harold Ewen 
Richard Budson
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July 24, 2026                                  
Jacov Markovitch
Flora M. Hoffman
Miles Markowitz
Spencer Rosenthal
Saul A. Lazarus
Joshua Aaron Himelstein
Minnie Schudroff Coleman
James Effron 
Rose Gilbert 
Meta Altman
Helen D’Alessio
Gertrude Rosenthal
Robert H. Lipschutz 
Irving Schwartz
Cecelia Riechman
Ann Ostrovsky

 July 31, 2026                                  
Julius Grodenchik
Blanche Adler
Charlotte Wechsler
Talia Lynn Steckman
Louis Gellert
Lawrence Paradis
Suk-He LaLone
Talia Lynn Steckman
Martin L. Dreyfuss, MD
Dr. Irving Dreishpoon 
Hortense Feldman
Carrie Dlugacz
Charles Volkman
Kurt Harlam 
Deborah Heilweil

 

August 7, 2026                                  
Melvin Matlin, MD
Louis Temlock
Jack Wiseman
Marjorie Gluck
Margot P. Similes
William Barbash
Mae Berger
Hy Miller
Louis I. Worona
Rosa Pilar Tangredi
Muriel Weingart
Ruth Adelson
Alexander D'Imperio
Aaron Reifler

 

August 14, 2026                                  
Melvin Matlin, MD
Dr. Richard Slater Cohen
Dr. Burton Katz
Beverly Groffman
Anna Saperstein
Eve Canter Goldberg
Gloria Berlin
Harry Barbash, DDS
Minnie Toroker
Howard S. Abrams
Frances Myer
Zerline Lehman Simon
Beatrice A. Goodman 
Emanuel Zimmer
Bernard Reifler
Frederick Goldsmith
Erwin Rosenfeld
Edna Z. Kleiner
Dorothy Rauh Fogle
Nettie Jacobs
Mary Louise Parke

 

August 28, 2026                                  
Arnold Rosenberg
Frederick C. Tuchmann
Morris Kaufman
Melvin Stolack
Max Matlin
William Miller
Maier Sawyer
Jeffrey M. Renner
Sarah Peles Samuels
W. Carlton Bernard
Tobias Wolfson
Anthony F. Stein
Anna Dick Kronman
Paul S. Waxman
Sara G. Rice
Mary Elizabeth O’Donnell-Moore
Hyman Silverman
Irving L. Marin
Eugene Neal Turk
Rose Ritter
Edward J. Newman, MD
Rose Markowitz 
Joseph LaLone
Elma S. Rosenberg
Precious Vivianna Rosen
Adolph Milton Fein
Claire Entner Gad

 

August 21, 2026                                  
Molly Solomon
Mildred L. Greller
Maurice Goldemberg
David Cohen
Beatrice Plansky
Susan Vance
Lee Schwartz
Oscar Charwat
Mary Weiss
Sonia H. Rubenstein
Jeanne M. Payne

 



DUCHESS COUNTY

MITZVAH DAY

SUNDAY

MAY 3
Our Annual Protein Plenty Drive

A Vassar Temple Tradition

Through July 15

At this time of year when donations to food pantries always dwindle, let's stock local food pantries
with protein-rich foods, which they can distribute to children, families, and adults of all ages in need! A
special focus is on children who may be missing their free school lunch over the summer. 

How to help? Through July 15, you're invited to send a tax-deductible donation for Protein Plenty, in
any amount, to Vassar Temple, 140 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601. Please write "Protein
Plenty" on the memo line of your check. Or you can donate by credit card to the Temple's Community
Tzedakah Fund, designating the donation for "Protein Plenty." One hundred percent of these
donations will be used to purchase supermarket scrip from the Temple, so the temple benefits, too!
Since several pantries also mentioned a shortage of peanut butter, which is chock full of protein, if
you happen to see it on sale, please pick one up for our Can Jam bin.

Questions? Please contact socialaction@vassartemple.org

Vassar Temple Cares About Hunger

Hanukkah in August

Watch Temple e-mails for details on this
important annual fundraiser that provides our
community's most vulnerable children with the
basic school supplies and essential clothing
they need in order to attend school. This is of
the utmost importance, because we all know
education can help everyone get ahead in life.
Donations needed include notebooks, pencils,
glue sticks, underwear, socks, and pants. Only
you can make it happen! Or simply provide a
donation right now to Vassar Temple's
Community Tzedakah Fund designated for
"Hanukkah in August."



T h e  E v e l y n  K a h n  S p i r i t
o f  S i s t e r h o o d  A w a r d ,

g i v e n  a n n u a l l y  t o
r e c o g n i z e  a  m e m b e r  w h o

e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  s p i r i t
a n d  v a l u e s  o f

S i s t e r h o o d ,  w a s
p r e s e n t e d  t o  

S u s a n  C o l o d n e r  a t  t h e
c l o s i n g d i n n e r / m e e t i n g

 o n  J u n e  9

Va s s a r  Te m p l e
S i s t e r h o o d  p r e s e n t e d

P o l l y  L e w i s  
w i t h  a  c o l o r f u l  

W o m a n  o f  Va l o r  v a s e
c o m m e m o r a t i n g  h e r
p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a s

S i s t e r h o o d  P r e s i d e n t



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1
10am
Chair Yoga

2
7pm
Ritual CMTE

3
OFFICE
CLOSED

7pm
Shabbat
Service

4
4th of July

9am
Torah Study

5
10:30am
Lunch Box

2pm
Flexible Feast
Schaffel &
Scherrer

6
7pm
Sisterhood MTG

7 8
12pm
Wise Aging

9
7:30pm
Cemetery
CMTE

10
7pm Shabbat
Service

11
9am
Torah Study

10:15am
Shabbat
Yeladim

12 13
y

14 15
10am
Chair Yoga

16 17
7pm Shabbat
Service

18
9am
Torah Study

10:15am
New Paths

19 20 21
7pm
Finance CMTE

22
Tisha B’Av
Eve

23
Tisha B’Av

6:30pm
Shelter Meal

7pm
Board MTG

24
7pm 
Shabbat
Service

25
9am
Torah Study

26 27
12pm
Talmud Study
in-person

28
4pm
Development
CMTE

(deadline for
Voice Articles
submission to
M. Schwartz)

29 30 31
7pm
Shabbat
Service

1 4July 2026



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1
9am
Torah Study

2
10:30am
Lunch Box

12:30pm
Flexible Feast
Colodner,
D’Angelo &
Kaplan

3
7pm
Sisterhood MTG

4 5
10am
Chair Yoga

6
7pm
Ritual
CMTE

7
7pm Shabbat
Service

8
9am
Torah Study

10:15am
Shabbat
Yeladim

9
7pm
Jewish 101
Session

10
(deadline for
September
Bulletin article
submission)

11 12
12pm
Wise Aging

13 14
7pm Shabbat
Service

15
9am
Torah Study

16 17 18
12pm
VTS Chai Noon

7pm
Finance CMTE

19
10am
Chair Yoga

2pm
VTS Book
Club

20 21
7pm Shabbat
Service

22
9am
Torah Study

23 24 25
4pm
Development
CMTE

26 27
6:30pm
Shelter
Meal

7pm
Board MTG

28
7pm Shabbat
Service

(deadline for
Voice Articles
submission to
M. Schwartz)

29
9am
Torah Study

30
7pm Jewish
101 Session

31

August 2026 1 5



A simply glorious day for Pride Fest! We had so much fun. It was crowded and filled with happy,
interested people. We gave out rainbow stickers, rainbow lifesavers, and so many Vassar Temple
information pamphlets - that we actually ran out! Thank you to everyone who came out to help, stopped
by to say hi, and/or came out to drinks & dinner at Myers’s Old Dutch afterwards! We truly are a
welcoming congregation in this community!

Lisa-Sue Quackenbush

Vassar Temple Bulletin is published monthly.
Articles for the September Bulletin must be
submitted by August 10 and sent via email to
publicity@vassartemple.org. The editors reserve
the right to edit articles for style, accuracy, and
length.
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POK Pride Fest ~ June 13, 2026

 Senior Temple Rabbi: 
 Rabbi Jeffrey Stombaugh
 Cantor: 
 Cantor Elizabeth Goldmann
 Rabbi Emerita: 
 Rabbi Renni Altman
 Senior Scholar:  
 Rabbi Paul Golomb
 Rabbi Emeritus: 
 Rabbi Stephen A. Arnold
 Temple Musician: 
 Joseph Bertolozzi

 Sisterhood President: 
 To be determined
 Brotherhood Co-Presidents: 
 Paul Ciminello
 Kurt Quackenbush 
 Daniel Scherrer
 Immediate Past President:  
 Roni Stein
 Bulletin Editor: 
 Jo Schaffel
 

 President: 
 Micah Modell
 1st Vice President: 
 Seth Lederer
 2nd Vice President: 
 Fern Lox
 Secretary: 
 Marcia Tanzman
 Treasurer: 
 Maxine Finkelstein
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