
VASSAR TEMPLE CEMETERY POLICIES

ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES NOVEMBER 21, 2024

INTRODUCTION

The Vassar Temple cemeteries are the property of Congregation Brethren of Israel/Vassar Temple and, in
accordance with the Bylaws, the Board of Trustees controls cemeteries and delegates their management to the
Cemetery Committee as part of synagogue management. The Cemetery Committee Chair is appointed by the
Board. Rules and policies are reviewed as needed by the Committee and are subject to approval by the Board.
Changes must be recommended to and adopted by the Board of Trustees. Policies must be in keeping with
any mandated New York State or municipal regulations. Committee duties are subject to Board direction.
Policy may be amended at any time by the Board of Trustees, when any rule is found to be detrimental to the
best interest of the families or the congregation or when new conditions require adoption of different rules.

The intent of these policies is to provide guidance and support for families within the parameters of Vassar
Temple cemetery regulations. The policies will be made available to Temple members through various outlets
(e.g. website, written document upon request) and reviewed with members prior to burials.

DUTIES OF THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE

The Committee promulgates rules and regulations for the operation of the cemeteries, including landscaping
and monuments. It is charged with enforcing rules in order to secure and promote the general purposes of the
cemeteries and has discretion in applying guidelines in collaboration with clergy and trustees.

The Committee maintains cemetery records including plot maps and burial registers. It grants permission for
burial and/or approves plot selection. The Committee chair or designee is responsible for completing the Burial
Transit Form (provided by the Funeral Director), filing it with the Town of Poughkeepsie Clerk, and maintaining
a Temple copy on file as well as updating the registry and map.

The Committee arranges for maintenance and perpetual care. It may engage cemetery caretakers and
maintenance personnel without approval from individual families.

The Committee administers cemetery funds and oversees the collection of fees. It makes recommendations to
the Board regarding perpetual care or other fees and use/investment of funds. It makes an annual report to the
Board regarding cemetery activities and funds.

The makeup of the Committee should reflect Temple demographics. Meetings are flexible and called by the
Chair as needed.

DEFINITIONS

● "Vassar Temple Cemeteries" means the following properties owned by the congregation:

Address Parcel number Location
58 Lagrange Avenue 6161-12-942658-0000 South side Lagrange Ave.
60 Lagrange Avenue 6161-12-947657-0000 South side Lagrange Ave, Benevolent Society *
63 Lagrange Avenue 6161-12-964684-0000 North side Lagrange Ave.
1239 Dutchess Turnpike 6362-01-265850-0000 Benevolent Society and additional space *
37 Pershing Avenue 6162-80-464001-0000 Historic cemetery – burial area
37 Pershing Avenue 6162-80-457003-0000 Historic cemetery – access area
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* In 2003 The Hebrew Fraternal Benevolent Society (HFBS) merged with Vassar Temple. The congregation
acquired the two properties and the Society’s financial assets, in exchange for an agreement to provide care
for the properties in perpetuity as well as burial and monuments for remaining HFBS members.

● "Burial" means the placement of human remains in a plot.
● "Remains" means the body of a deceased person in any stage of decomposition except cremated

remains. "Cremains” means a human body after cremation in a crematory.
● "Funeral" means a memorial service for a deceased person.
● "Plot" means a space in a cemetery used or intended to be used for a burial.
● “Interment” means the disposition of human remains/cremains by burial in a place used, or intended to

be used, and dedicated for cemetery purposes.
● "Memorial" means any plot marker, headstone or monument that is intended to permanently mark a

plot.
● "Foundation” means the concrete poured below ground level to support and stabilize a memorial.
● "Perpetual Care" means care and maintenance of the cemeteries and includes the upkeep of grounds

and walks, mowing, pruning, plowing, and other necessary improvements or repairs. Work will be
prioritized and scheduled to provide proper and adequate maintenance, but will be limited to those
activities that available budgeted funds will allow. Perpetual care does not cover the repair or
replacement of memorials.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

In accordance with the Bylaws, Vassar Temple maintains a special purpose Cemetery Fund for care of the
cemeteries in perpetuity, which is administered by the Cemetery Committee. Cemetery expenses are the
responsibility of the Congregation, and all cemetery income accrues to the Congregation.

On September 28, 2023, the Board of Trustees adopted a resolution to establish a separate account at Fidelity
Investments for the Cemetery Fund. At that time, there was a consolidation of monies previously assigned to
two funds, the Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund and the Hebrew Fraternal Benevolent Society Fund (see note
above regarding the latter). The money is required to be invested conservatively with the goals of protecting
principal and generating earnings to support cemetery maintenance. The Vassar Temple Investment Manager
oversees the account.

The Cemetery Committee prepares an annual report and budget, which is incorporated into the Temple’s
operating budget. Expenses throughout the fiscal year are paid from the Temple operating fund. At the
conclusion of the year a reconciliation of revenues and expenses is performed, and the net of revenues less
expenses is transferred to the Temple operating fund (in the event of a deficit) or added to the Cemetery fund
(in the event of a net gain).

Beginning with the 2023 fiscal year, the Committee has a commitment to Temple Beth-El to make a minimum
annual contribution of $500 towards winter maintenance of the shared access road to the Dutchess Turnpike
property. It is understood that this agreement may need to be revised when Vassar Temple begins to use
available space at that location for member burials.

RULES AND REGULATIONS

Interest in Cemetery Plots

As stated in the Bylaws, burial is a membership benefit, and plots may not be sold. Synagogue members in
good financial standing are entitled to cemetery privileges subject to related provisions of the Bylaws.
Currently, Temple policy requires five years of continuous dues to receive this membership benefit, which begin
to accrue during the first year of full dues (at whatever dues level is in place for that membership unit). If there
is a death before this milestone is reached, or if a member is in arrears, the Cemetery Committee will work with
the family to find a mutually acceptable financial resolution.
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The membership unit defined in the Bylaws includes: spouse or life partner (two individuals who identify as a
couple) and unmarried children under the age of twenty-one years. Unmarried children twenty-one years of
age or over who are not self-supporting or have other extenuating circumstances may be deemed part of the
membership unit only upon approval of the Board, which will consult with the Membership and Finance
Committees on such a recommendation. “Cemetery Member” status can be given to non-resident retired
members who have maintained full membership for at least ten consecutive years immediately prior to
application for this membership category, which typically carries a reduced annual rate.

Upon the burial of a member, in the case of a Family membership, the adjacent plot will be reserved for the
member's surviving spouse/life partner who must maintain membership (albeit in a different category) to keep
this reservation. An Individual membership does not include this benefit; membership must be established and
maintained for the survivor in order to reserve the adjacent plot. (Please refer to the “Monuments” section
below for the policy related to double headstones.)

In the case of a death of a child under twenty-one covered under Family membership, who predeceases both
parents, two adjacent plots will be reserved for the parents as long as membership is maintained as noted
above. If this occurs after the death of one parent, we are unable to guarantee a third adjacent plot if
neighboring spaces have already been used but will make every effort to provide a nearby space if feasible.

There may be no other reservations without the consent of the Cemetery Committee and the approval of the
Board of Trustees (resolution adopted by the Board of Trustees in October 2001).

The Cemetery Committee Chair, in consultation with the President and Rabbi, has the discretion to address
any special circumstances that may arise. Special situations may be brought to the Executive Committee for
additional review or to the full Board of Trustees as required.

Cemetery privileges are suspended upon resignation of membership. Members who resign and return, and
who previously belonged for at least ten years, will have privileges reinstated following one full year of new
membership. If the prior membership was less than ten years, the member will be required to accrue five
years of new membership in order to receive this benefit.

Each individual burial, regardless of type, is subject to the one-time Perpetual Care Fee in effect at that time.

Funerals and Interments

Funerals and interments within Vassar Temple Cemeteries are under the control of the Cemetery Committee,
which will collaborate with clergy and funeral directors to meet members’ needs. Funerals may occur at the
synagogue, other facility, or graveside. Funerals do not occur on Shabbat or holy days.

Plot selection is under supervision of the Committee chair or a designated Committee member. The interment
of two caskets in one plot is not allowed. Plots are designed for a maximum of one casket, one casket with one
cremated remains, or two cremated remains, as detailed below. The cemetery has areas available for smaller
plots for cremains (please see the following policies).

Caskets should be made of a material that decomposes naturally, typically wood, in accordance with tradition.

Policies related to cremains:

As cremation is becoming more common, and in recognition of the need to conserve space, Vassar Temple is
designating an area of the cemetery with smaller plots for burial of cremains.

● In the case where both partners plan in advance to be cremated, the burials will be in this designated
area.
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● The same policy described above, relating to reserving adjacent plots for partners and children, will
apply to cremains.

● In the case where one partner wishes to be buried in a casket and the other cremated, the cremains
may be buried in the same grave as a casket (but not within the casket) in a full single plot.

● Cremains may not be commingled.
● Scattering of cremains is not allowed; Jewish tradition dictates that all forms of remains be buried.
● Cremains must be placed in a biodegradable container.

The perpetual care fee must be paid at the time of interment except by permission of the Committee Chair. The
fee may be collected and in turn paid by the Funeral Director, or paid directly to the Temple. At this time, this
fee is deposited to the Cemetery Fund earmarked for cemetery care.

The Vassar Temple Rabbi or his/her designee, or the Cantor, will officiate at all interments. The Rabbi’s
permission is required for any other officiant. There is no charge for clergy services for members. Families may
show their appreciation by making a donation to any of the congregation's special funds.

Military ceremonies are permitted as part of funerals/interments.

While Jewish-Connected members are entitled to burial privileges, a religious ceremony of another faith is not
permitted.

No mementos are allowed in the casket or worn by any decedent which would be considered representative of
another religion.

No interment of other-than-human remains is permitted. Although New York State law allows pet burials within
cemeteries, Vassar Temple complies with the position of the CCAR Responsa Committee that does not permit
the burial of animals in cemeteries consecrated for the interment of human beings.
(https://www.ccarnet.org/ccar-responsa/burial-animal-jewish-cemetery/)

Disinterment

Provisions concerning permission to remove remains are governed by New York State law. Disinterments may
occur under extenuating circumstances that reflect a legal order or honorable intentions and will be addressed
on an individual basis. The costs of disinterment and repairing the site are borne by the family.

Landscaping and Decoration

The Cemetery Committee’s goal is to maintain simplicity, equality, and respect while allowing for individuality.
The cemetery environment and ambiance should be tranquil and comforting for all visitors.

Permanent plantings directly on a gravesite by family members are subject to prior approval of the Cemetery
Committee and are at the family’s cost and under its care. The Temple is not responsible for these plantings if
damaged by the elements, vandals, or other causes beyond its control. The Committee reserves the right to
remove any plant that becomes unsightly, dangerous, detrimental, diseased, or in any way nonconforming to
the above goal. Artificial plants and flowers are not allowed. Seasonal/annual plants may not be planted in the
ground; potted plants may be placed at the base or side of the monument on the cement footing in order to
avoid interfering with mowing, but may be removed at the caretaker’s discretion if unsightly or interfering with
care, or at the end of the season if not removed by the family. The maintenance of such pots is the
responsibility of the person placing them. The Temple is not liable for damage to any of these items. No glass
containers for flowers or plants are permitted.

Vassar Temple is not liable for floral pieces, baskets or frames in which or to which such floral pieces are
attached. Cut flowers and bouquets are allowed but will be removed as soon as they become wilted or
unsightly.

Vassar Temple Cemetery Policies - November 2024 4

https://www.ccarnet.org/ccar-responsa/burial-animal-jewish-cemetery/


No decorations depicting religious holidays other than Jewish holidays are allowed. An exception is permitted
for the Jewish War Veterans to place American flags on the graves of deceased military personnel (typically on
Memorial Day). The caretaker has the discretion to remove these if they deteriorate or become unsightly.
Memorials and Unveilings

Jewish tradition dictates that a grave is to be marked. Accordingly:

Purchase and installation of a headstone or plaque, and the required foundation, is the financial responsibility
of the family of the deceased or other authorized person. Selection of a memorial company is at the family’s
discretion, and the Committee can provide resources upon request. The memorial company typically arranges
with the cemetery caretaker to pour the cement foundation; the Committee can assist with communication as
needed, but the Temple is not involved in related financial transactions. (The exception is the Temple’s
contractual responsibility to provide headstones for the remaining members of the Hebrew Fraternal
Benevolent Society, paid for by the Cemetery Fund. These stones are ordered by the Committee Chair or
designee after consultation with the family. The Temple provides standard engraving, and the family may opt to
pay for additional wording.)

Headstones are placed at the head of the plot. A government memorial, typically a military plaque, is placed at
the foot of the plot and must be flush with the surface of the ground to allow for mowing. There is a maximum
of one upright and one flat memorial per plot.

The maximum width for a traditional memorial base on a single plot is 44 inches with a maximum height of 48
inches including base. The stone and foundation must fit within the footprint of the plot, with a minimum of ten
inches of clearance on each side. The stone should be set in line with adjacent lines to preserve a uniform
appearance. The Cemetery Committee reserves the right to inspect all memorials after installation and to
require changes if improperly set.

A full-size single plot containing two burials may have only one vertical monument. Up to two footstones may
also be added within the plot’s perimeter.

The maximum dimensions for a monument on a single cremains plot are 20 inches wide x 16 inches high for a
flat stone, or 20 inches wide x 14 inches high for a vertical stone including base. A double stone on adjacent
cremains plots may be up to 40 inches wide and would need to be a vertical design with the same 14 inch
maximum height in order to allow for a second, later burial.

The congregation recognizes the significance and value of the memorial and will endeavor to take the utmost
care to see that the headstone remains in good condition. However, the Temple is not responsible for
maintenance, repair, or replacement of memorials that are damaged by weather, age, or vandalism.

Memorial content is at the family’s discretion. The spirit of Jewish tradition encourages simplicity. While the
CCAR responsa allows for flexibility in materials, the memorial should be crafted of a durable, long-lasting
material appropriate for this purpose. Any desired imagery must be reviewed with the Rabbi. No emblems are
allowed which would be considered representative of a religion other than Judaism. No engraving is allowed
that could be deemed in any way offensive. The maximum time to install the chosen marker is 24 months.

It is customary to have an unveiling ceremony approximately one year following burial. The Rabbi is available
to officiate at an unveiling ceremony, though rabbinic officiation is not required. If the Rabbi is not officiating,
the family must notify the temple office of the date and time of the unveiling.

To erect a double headstone, in anticipation of the future burial of a spouse or life partner, the second perpetual
care fee is required prior to installation. Upon payment, the member will be provided with written
documentation to keep on file for family members. The Board created this policy to protect the Temple from
loss of space in the rare case that the second plot is not used. The funds could be used to replace the original
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double headstone with a single stone if the family does not cover this need. In this case, the fee would not be
refunded despite the second plot being unused. If the family replaces the double with a single stone, the fee
may be refunded.

Funeral Homes

Selection of a funeral service is at the family’s discretion. There are several local funeral homes that are
familiar with our cemeteries. Funeral homes bill separately for the services they provide and will include grave
opening/closing. These are separate from any fees charged by the congregation.

Cemetery Maintenance

As noted above, the Cemetery Committee is responsible for arranging maintenance. Only personnel
authorized by the Committee may perform maintenance. At times, the Committee arranges for and welcomes
volunteers to support maintenance, but no volunteer may engage in such activities without permission. No
routine work will be performed on the Sabbath or on Jewish holidays. Maintenance includes mowing, trimming,
edging, snow removal, tree care, and fence maintenance. Paths will be maintained to allow for safe access to
all gravesites, including seasonal care.
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