


 

175th Anniversary Gala Committee 
 

Miriam Cohen ~ Sandra Cornell 
Madelyn D’Angelo ~ Melissa Erlebacher 

Eve Gendron ~ Polly Lewis 
Amy Horn Oclatis ~ Lisa-Sue Quackenbush  

Arlene Seligman ~ Gilbert Seligman 
Arnie Serotsky ~ Roni Stein 

Marcia Tanzman ~ Brittney Weiss 
 
 

With thanks also to 
Arthur Groten  

Howard Himelstein 
Kamil Wisniewski 

Hilary Wrobel 
Lewis Wrobel 

~~~~~~ 
Rachel E. Mamis ~ Photographer 

Noam Markus ~ Audio & Video Technician 
Duan Pride ~ DJ Vybe 

 

and grateful appreciation to 
Karen Clark, Temple Administrator 

 

Sandra Mamis, Chair 



Program 
 

Cocktails, Hors d’oeuvres, 

Bidding for Baskets, Wine Pull & Timeline Memories 
 

Welcome to our guests ~ Sandra Mamis 

Master of Ceremonies & Chair ~ 175th Anniversary Gala 
 

Blessing ~ Rabbi Renni S. Altman, DD 

Remarks ~ Lisa-Sue Quackenbush, President 

Recognition ~ Senator Charles E. Schumer 

Congratulations ~ State Senator Rob Rolison 

Proclamation ~ Assemblymember Didi Barrett 

Hamotzi ~ Rabbi Paul Golomb, Vassar Temple Senior Scholar 
 

First and Second Courses 
 

Keynote Speaker 
Introduction by Miriam Cohen 

Professor Deborah Dash Moore 
“Crafting Judaism American-Style” 

 

Music & Dancing 

Closing of Bidding for Baskets & Wine Pull (8 pm) 

Basket Winners Announced ~ Dessert 

Lighting of the Vassar Temple Birthday Cake  



 
Dear Friends, 

Language aficionados may disagree about the proper name for a 
175th anniversary (Wikipedia lists 8 alternatives!), but we can all 
agree that it is an incredible milestone and one worthy of  
recognition.  Tonight, we have reached the first of two culminating 
events of our year of celebration:  our beautiful L’Dor VaDor Gala.  
What a perfect message for this celebration!  From our current  
vantage point, we can look back with great pride upon the  
accomplishments of prior generations of Vassar Temple even as we 
look ahead towards future generations who will continue to build 
upon the foundations of the past and present. 

It boggles the mind to consider that five men—half a minyan—had 
the audacity to create a synagogue in Poughkeepsie back in 1848!  It 
was their vision and courage and that of successive leaders of Vassar 
Temple that has brought us to this moment as a thriving, active  
congregation, one that continues to grow in a multitude of ways, 
ever adapting to the changing needs of the Jews in the Hudson  
Valley while remaining true to our identity as a Reform Jewish  
congregation. 

Through 175 years of change and growth, the mission of Vassar 
Temple has remained constant:  to be a community that invites the 
Divine Presence to dwell among us, to live and teach the values  
of our Jewish heritage, to be a supportive and welcoming  
congregation, and to be a force for good. 

We owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to the incredibly  
hardworking gala committee, chaired by Sandra Mamis, for their 
energy, creativity and commitment to create what will certainly be 
an amazing evening both for the opportunity it offers the  
congregation and friends to celebrate this moment and for the  
financial support it will provide to help sustain Vassar Temple for 
the future. 

I am so very proud to serve as the 30th rabbi of this historic  
congregation.  May we celebrate Vassar Temple, l’dor vador, “from 
generation to generation” for many generations to come. 

Rabbi Renni S. Altman, DD 



 
It is said that membership has its privileges.  Nothing could be 
more true as we celebrate together the 175th Anniversary of 
Vassar Temple.  What a privilege it is to be a part of a  
Congregation which started out so humbly with five men who 
wanted to pray together and has evolved into a Congregation 
full of families engaged in any number of Jewish activities both 
at Vassar Temple and throughout our community. 

Thank you all for attending our celebration.  Thank you all for 
your support, be it financial, physical, or heartfelt.  We  
wouldn’t be here without you. The phrase, “It takes a village to 
raise a child,” can easily be tweaked to say, “It takes a village to 
raise a congregation!”  Thank you for your contribution to  
ensure our future.  Vassar Temple is many things to many  
people.  Vassar Temple serves as a House of Worship, a House 
of Study/Learning, a House of Assembly, a House of Song, a 
House of Justice, and a House of Community.  And to so many 
of us, it just feels like home.  We are here tonight to ensure that 
we continue to nurture and grow in this home.   

Vassar Temple has been a thriving, spiritual home for many 
congregants for 175 years.  We are constantly reinvesting our 
money, time, action and spirit to keep us vital and relevant for 
the next 175 years.  Vassar Temple’s tag line is Vassar Temple 
~ where you belong.  As I said before, membership is a  
privilege and I feel very privileged to say I belong here.  Thank 
you all for being an integral part of Vassar Temple’s past,  
present and future.   

We like to say in Hebrew “L’dor vador,” which translates to 
“From generation to generation.” 

Thank you and Shalom,  

Lisa-Sue Quackenbush 

President, Vassar Temple 



  Cecile and I, Leah, Ben, and Deb have been members of Vassar Temple 
for close to 50 of the 175 years of our Congregation’s life. 
 

Our children came of age here, as did our Teaching Assistant, Shimon 
the Shulmouse.  Our lives became enriched as they entwined with those 
of other members—our simchas with yours, our sorrows with yours.  
Together, as Mishpocha, we're working at preserving the Mitzvot,  
values and ways of Tradition.  And we're discovering new paths toward 
understanding how to revere, teach and celebrate the gifts of Torah. 
 

Years ago, our members were joining with other Jews in welcoming and 
supporting survivors of 19th and 20th Century Pogroms.  They were 
fighting immigration restrictions, quota systems, poverty,  
Anti-Semitism and the Holocaust.  And then, Praise God, our members 
celebrated and supported the creation of Israel, our Jewish State! 
 

Now, again, we’re facing troubles: the horrific physical war with  
Hamas, and the spiritual and political warfare between Israelis, and  
between Jews in Diaspora.  The doors of our Temples are locked and 
guarded.  Anti-Semitism is frightening us at home.  Jew hatred by  
Muslims and Christians on college campuses is frightening our kids. 
 

So again a challenge for our adult members: learn the facts, identify the 
local and national Anti-Semites, and determine the most useful defense 
strategies.  We must arm our high school and college students with 
knowledge of the history of the current campus dangers, and how to 
respond inwardly to their fright.  Then show them how to deal with  
verbal arguments or physical attacks. 
 

And we must show them how Jews thumb our noses at our troubles by 
celebrating ourselves, our Tradition, our accomplishments, our gifts to 
humanity, and our tough-minded hope for the future! 
 

We close a learning of Torah with "Hazak, hazak, v’nithazek — be strong, 
be stronger, and let’s strengthen each other”!  We honor each other’s 
successes with “Yasher koakh — may your strength increase”! 
 

So say I to you, my fellow members of Vassar Temple, for 175 years ’til 
now, and for the many years ahead!  

Rabbi Stephen Arnold 
Rabbi Nachman said, 

  תמיד מצוהÊגדולהÊלהיותÊבשמחה
Living joyfully is a great Mitzvah! 



 

Cecile Arnold entertaining temple children 

Rabbi Arnold and Shimon 



 Vassar Temple 
175 Years of Worship and Service 

As Vassar Temple celebrates its 175th anniversary, we are  
especially proud of the long history of our congregation which 
was founded in 1848 as Congregation Brethren of Israel.   
Twenty years later the members moved their worship services 
from the upper floor of a building on Main Street in  
Poughkeepsie to a former church they had purchased on  
Vassar Street.  Matthew Vassar, Jr. held the $3,000 mortgage on 
that building whose location inspired the nickname of the  
congregation, Vassar Temple. 

For newcomers to America, and to a small city with few Jewish 
dwellers, the temple quickly became an important institution, 
providing a place of worship, a sense of community, important 
friendships, and opportunities to help one another make their 
way in a new land.  Membership grew dramatically from the 
original sixteen families.  Children attended Religious School in 
the basement of the temple which was also the site of teas, oneg 
shabbats and family celebrations.  In 1906 a Fair and Exposition 
was held for the purpose of raising money to retire the  
mortgage.  Mayor Hine of Poughkeepsie described the exhibits 
as "the finest ever displayed in the city." 

The congregation began as an Orthodox one and in the early 
years of the twentieth century gradually moved toward Reform 
Judaism.  In 1923 Vassar Temple officially became Reform 
when it adopted the Union Prayerbook.  It joined the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations (now the Union for Reform 
Judaism) in 1951.  In the 1930s the Sisterhood and Men's Club 
had become formal auxiliaries, although the women of the  
congregation had long been active supporters of temple life.  
When Gates of Prayer was published in 1975 it replaced the 
Union Prayerbook at Vassar Temple's worship services and 
more recently, we began using Mishkan T'filah when it was 
published by the Union for Reform Judaism. 



 

 

For the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the  
congregation in 1948 a committee was headed by Henry  
Morgenthau, former Secretary of the Treasury under President 
Franklin Roosevelt, as Honorary Chairman and Albert Kahn as 
General Chairman.  The Century Fund Committee, chaired by 
Dr. Albert Rosenberg, raised funds for the construction and 
furnishing of the building on Hooker Avenue at Cherry Street 
in the City of Poughkeepsie on land donated by Richard Satz.  
The current home of Vassar Temple was dedicated in 1953 and 
has proved to be flexible enough to accommodate the  
changing needs of an active congregation. 

Our members have always worked toward tikkun olam (the  
repair of the world), serving the community in many ways.  
We have promoted blood drives through the Red Cross, made 
the unhoused comfortable through Hudson River Housing,  
assisted victims of domestic violence through Grace Smith 
House, and come to the aid of people in other states and  
nations in challenging times.  The congregation contributes 
food every month for distribution to Dutchess Outreach and 
since 1983 has sponsored a monthly free lunch, currently  
offered at the Family Partnership Center.  Congregants  
continue to participate in the annual CROP Walk and to be  
active in other activities of the Dutchess County Interfaith 
Council.  Many of Vassar Temple's rabbis have worked with 
other local clergy for the benefit of our neighbors. We have  
recently redoubled our efforts to foster inclusion and equity in 
the temple and the wider community.  We also focus on  
improving the environment.  In 2023, the Dutchess County  
Interfaith council awarded Vassar Temple the Legacy Award 
in recognition of our social action initiatives. 

Vassar Temple is proud to be the oldest continuously  
functioning Jewish congregation between New York City and 
Albany, and among the oldest reform congregations in the  
nation.  

Miriam Cohen,  
Evalyn Clark Professor Emerita of History, Vassar College 



 



 

 

Vassar Temple’s early location on 
Main Street ~ circa 19th Century 



 



 Dedicated to all those who, 
through 175 years of our 
Temple life, have served 
with untiring effort and  

loyal devotion. 



  

Past Rabbis of  
Vassar Temple 

(in the order in which they served) 

Joseph Heilbrun 
Samuel Peck 
Abraham Heilbrun 
Abraham Herzman 
Wolf Schreier 
Adolph Ettinger 
Isaac Blaustein 
Moses Pelz 
Simon Levi  
Herman Faust 
Benjamin Goldstein 
Joachim Kurantman 
Marcus Rosenstein 
Sigmund Israel 
Morris Clark 

Charles Mantinband 
Bernard Polanski 

Leo M. Schwartz 
Abraham Hazelkorn 
Jerome Unger 
Marcus Kramer 
Alton Winters 
Julius Rosenthal 
Abraham Ruderman 
Henry Bamberger 
Stephen Arnold 
Daniel Polish 
Paul Golomb 
Leah R. Berkowitz 
Renni S. Altman, DD (current) 



 Past Vassar Temple Presidents 
Solomon Scheldenburger 

Aaron Morris 

Solomon Schultz 

Isaac Heyman 

Isaac Marks 

Joseph Freiberg 

Louis Asher 

Raphael Spring 

David Michael 

Mark Schwartz 

Max Kahn 

Henry Harris 

Max Baer 

Benjamin Joseph 

Simon Rosenberg 

A.C. Harris 

Charles Joseph 

Alexander Jacobs 

Reuben Rosenthal 

Henry Rosenman 

Josephine Lion Kahn 

Henry B. Gellert 

George Albert 

Joseph Samuels 

Morris S. Rosen 

David H. G. Marcus 

Albert Kahn 

Jack Sacher 

Max Simon 

David Rosenberg 

Jack Josias 

Jacob Erdreich 

Henry Chuck 

Albert Rosenberg 

Lawrence Edell 

Joseph Gellert 

Sidney Miller 

Joseph Weisman 

Charles Kovacs 

Irving Kraut 

Edward Kovacs 

Melvin Matlin 

Michael Ettenson 

Matthew Lampell 

Robert Lipschutz 

Wilford Wittenberg 

M. Shepard Jackson 

Muriel Lampell 

George Freedman 

Kent Mardon 

Elaine Lipschutz 

Herbert Kallman 

Marylou Goldfarb 

David Kaplan 

Helen Danilin Klein 

Edward Garber 

Saul Lazarus 

Emily Himelstein 

David Lampell 

Margery D. Groten 

Martin Charwat 

Perla Kaufman 

Ronald Rosen  

Steven Turk 

Sandra Mamis 

Seth Erlebacher 

Robert Abrams 

Robert J. Ritter 

Mark Metzger 

Alan J. Kaflowitz 

Susan Karnes Hecht 

Lisa-Sue Quackenbush (current) 



 Past Vassar Temple 
Sisterhood Presidents 

Josephine Kahn 
Bertha King 

Sara Samuels 
Dorothy Tinkleman 
L. Wolf 

Charlotte Josephs 
Pauline Simon 
Mrs. Henry Chuck 
Rose Henzel 

Roslyn Worona 
Martha Reifler 
Zerline Simon 

Ella Rosen Rakieten 
Elma Rosenberg 
Rose Kraut 

Ann Kahn 
Claire Moselle 
Gertrude Miller 

Ruth Kovacs 
Shirley Bernard 
Winona Rosenthal 

Rhoda Brooke 
Beatrice Gross 
Lila Matlin 
Lilvan Berger 

Perle Scope 

Joan Reifler 
Shirley Sigalow 

Carol L. Mardon 
Leah Cohen 
Adrianne Bourstein 

Muriel Lampell 
Doris M. Cohen 
Emily Himelstein 
Ellen J. Alperstein 

Lillian S. Weigert 
Carol Lynne Strauss 
Perla Levy-Ribbi Kaufman 

Linda Marin Lant 
Sara Jane Goldberg 
Joan S. Posner 

Sandra Mamis 
Roni Stein 
Melissa Erlebacher 

Lisa Sue Quackenbush 
Carolynn Perrone Frankel 
Jennifer Sachs Dahnert 

Laura Brundage 
Danah Moore 
Judy Rosenfeld 
Marcia Tanzman 

Polly Lewis (current) 



 
 Vassar Temple Brotherhood 

The Temple Brotherhood is an amazing auxiliary, 
with a proud history functioning under the leadership of 
many dedicated men over the years.  Annually they 
spearhead the sukkah building and our wonderful  
Purim Pasta Dinner, among other activities.  
Their contributions over the decades are significant and 
deeply appreciated. 



 



 
 22nd Century Vanguard Sponsors 

Susan & Daniel Albinder 
Sandra Mamis 

21st Century Steward Sponsors 
Marilyn & David Lampell 
Arlene & Gilbert Seligman 

Roni & Charles Stein 

20th Century Trailblazer Sponsors 
Karen Catalano ~ Locks That Rock 
Eleanor (Rubin) & Martin Charwat 

Candace & Lou Lewis 
Bruce M. Lisman 

William G. Miller & Son Funeral Home 
Jodé Susan Millman ~ MHR Foundation, Inc. 

Charlene & Loren Rosenthal 
Marian & Ralph Schwartz 

Bena Silber & Ed Berkel 
Lisa & Gordon Weiss 

 



  
19th Century Pioneer Sponsors 

Marianne & Robert Abrams 
Assemblymember Didi Barrett 

Andi & Paul Ciminello and Bobbi Hulnick 
Judy & Robert Creedon 

Melissa Erlebacher 
Adriaan & Sam Finnerman 

Arthur Gellert 
Margery & Arthur Groten 

Susan Karnes Hecht & David Hecht 
Kimberly & Jeffrey Karitis 

Molly & Dan Katz ~ Premier Urology 
Perla & Charles Kaufman 

Pramila & Jason Krumholtz ~ Premier Urology 
Price Chopper 

M & T Bank 
Mark Metzger 

Katherine Moloney & David Steinberg 
Nuvance Health 

Amy Horn Oclatis & Ken Oclatis 
Lisa-Sue & Kurt Quackenbush 

Celia & Arnold Serotsky 
Michele Sinn 

Marlene Straus 
Marcia & Glenn Tanzman 

Ulster Savings Bank 



 
 

 

In honor of Sandra Mamis ~ Phebe Banta 
Lydia Brown & Family 

Miriam Cohen 
Walter Effron ~ The Three Arts Bookstore 

175 Years Young.  Mazel Tov ~ Susan Budson Fink 
Vivian & Ed Garber 

May this community continue from strength to strength ~ Muriel Horowitz 
Irma Jacobs 

Marion Lipshutz & Ed Goetzl 
Happy 175th Anniversary! ~ The Lox & Lieberman Family 

Marilyn & Ron Rosen 
Lisa Rubenstein & Richard DuVall 

All best wishes! ~ Molly Shanley & Fred Chromey 
Suzi & Herb Stoller 

Mazel Tov on 175 years ~ The Teich Family 

Supporters 



 

To our many temple members, 
friends and business advertisers 
whose generosity and cooperation 
made possible the success of our 
One-Hundred Seventy-Fifth 
Anniversary Gala, we express 
grateful appreciation and sincere 
thanks. 



 

Albert Rosenberg at age 27 completed his Pediatric Residency in New York 
City and came to Poughkeepsie to start his practice of Pediatrics in 1932.  
He courted Elma Samuels, one of three children of the Joseph Samuels 
family that were very active members of Vassar Temple in the 20s and 30s.  
Our parents married in 1934 and started their family raising three boys 
born in 1936, 1939 and 1943.  Dad retired in 1982 and both passed away 
in the mid 1990s.  They had been active members of Vassar Temple for 
over sixty years.  Dad was President of Vassar Temple in 1949 and Building 
Fund Chair in 1951.  Both were involved with numerous committees and 
temple events. 
 

All three boys have had our religious introduction and our Bar Mitzvahs at 
Vassar Temple before leaving for college and to our future lives.  We  
dedicate this page to our early years there and to our parents sixty plus 
years as active members of Vassar Temple.   

 
In memory of  

Albert Abraham Rosenberg and Elma Samuels Rosenberg 
Robert Rosenberg; Age 88 ~ Lewes, Delaware 

Peter Rosenberg; Age 85 ~ August, Maine 
Carl Rosenberg; Age 81 ~ Belmont, Massachusetts 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Chana Resnick,  
proprietor of  

Pretty Presents by Chana,  
is the  

granddaughter of  
Bena Silber & Ed Berkel 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
VASSAR TEMPLE 

ON YOUR 175th ANNIVERSARY! 
 

Temple has been our second home 
for over 25 years 

 

L’dor V’dor 
Generation to Generation 

 

TO A GREAT FUTURE! 
 

Roni & Charlie Stein 

 
I am so grateful to Vassar 
Temple for having me as 
their rabbi (2015-2018), for  
teaching me so much about 
caring for a community, 
and for supporting me—
from afar— in the years 
since.   Wishing you many 
more years of being  
together and serving this 
community. 

With love, 
Rabbi Leah Rachel Berkowitz 

 



 

 
 

Congratulations! 
 

In memory of  
Bea & Marty Gross, our  

beloved parents and  
grandparents. 

 
Best Wishes, 

 
Nancy & Adam Belok 

and Family 
 

Mazel Tov on your  
175th Anniversary 

Brion & Rose Shapiro 



 

To Vassar Temple:  Thank 
you for the past 175 years.  
Best wishes for the years to 
come.   

 
Catharine St. Board and   

Volunteers  

Congratulations to Vassar 
Temple on its 175th  
Anniversary.  May Vassar 
Temple continue to be a 
presence for Jewish families 
into the future.   

Bob & Marianne Abrams 

 

 

 
 
 

Hilary & Lew Wrobel 

Congratulations to Vassar Temple on  
the 175th Anniversary Gala 

Howard & Rochelle Friedman 

 
Love to our  

Vassar Temple Family  
 

Andi & Paul Ciminello  
and Bobbi Hulnick 

 

 

Vassar Temple: 
inspiring support  

for five generations 
 

Kahn, Lampell &  
Slote Families 

Congratulations to Vassar Temple’s 
175th Anniversary ~ L’dor V’dor 

Bob & Judy Creedon 



 

Congratulations 
Anonymous 

  

 

 

 

 
Funding for  

Professor Deborah Dash Moore, 
Keynote Speaker,  

provided by  
Arlene and Gilbert Seligman 

who wish Vassar Temple  
continued strength. 



 

 

“Be the change you want to see in the world” 
~Gandhi 

Katherine Moloney                             David Steinberg 

 

Congratulations to Vassar Temple 
on serving our community for 175 years. 

MAZEL TOV! 
 

The Millman Harris Romano Foundation 
 

The Millman-Harris Family: 
Mike, Jodé, Ben, Max, Aleigha, Wade, Wesley & Ellin  

 

Congratulations on the Temple’s 175th Anniversary! 
Arnold Cohen 

 

Thank you always to our Vassar Temple Family 
Melissa, Rachel & Brianna Erlebacher 

 

Congratulations, Vassar Temple on 175 Years! 
Amy and Ken Oclatis 



 

  

 

 

 

Thank you Marcia Tanzman  
~ Hebrew Teacher extraordinaire! 

Your Adult Hebrew Class 

From Generation to Generation 
 

 Muriel 
  Marilyn & David 
   Ariel 
    Matthew & Evelyn 
 

Sustaining Vassar Temple 

Thank you Vassar Temple for all you have accomplished—
and still are doing—over 175 years!   

Wishing you continued success in the decades ahead. 
Adriaan and Sam Finnerman 

 

We are grateful to Vassar Temple  
For a lifetime of memories 

Eleanor (Rubin) and Martin Charwat 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Here’s to the  

next 175 years! 
 

David M. Hecht  
Susan Karnes Hecht 

 

 

 
Mazal tov Vassar Temple  

on reaching this milestone. 
We are grateful to be part  

of this historic congregation. 
 

May we go from strength to strength! 
 

Rabbi Renni Altman & Richard Wender 
Cantor Elizabeth & Michael Goldmann 

Rabbi Shoshana Hantman 

Vassar Temple—175 Years 
Congratulations! 

May we continue to  
persevere in all  
our endeavors! 

 

Arnie & Celia Serotsky 

 

 
Congratulations on  

175 years!  
 
Betty Renner 

 
Congratulations 

From 
 

TEAHAN & CONSTANTINO LLP 
 

Poughkeepsie Millbrook 
 



This page is dedicated in loving memory 
to our dear ones, departed to life eternal, 
whose memories we will fondly cherish. 

The innumerable member families of  
Vassar Temple, Congregation  
Brethren of Israel... 

Whose work on behalf of the Temple is 
met with gratitude 

Whose foresight and ongoing dedication  
contributed to our respected place in the  
community 

Whose legacy of devotion guided all who 
followed ensuring our continued success 

Whose commitment to Judaism over 
175 years guides the work of future  
generations. 



 

 

 
Congratulations to Vassar Temple  

and to all of you who have supported 
the various funds and programs here. 

 
Lou and Candace Lewis 

In Honor and Memory of Our Parents 
 
 

Irving David (“Dutch”) Kraut, Past President 
and 

Rose Baum Kraut, Past Sisterhood President 
 

Congratulations to all! 
Richard Kraut and Nina Kraut  

 

Mazel Tov to our  
Temple Family 

 
 

Marge & Art Groten 

Mazel Tov on Vassar Temple’s 
175th Anniversary Gala 

Arthur Gellert 



 

The Teich Family with RS families at the  
175th birthday party for the temple. 

Vassar & Mill Streets Temple 
 

Groundbreaking for 
new Temple  
~ July 1952 



 
 

Pൺඋආൾඅൾ, Aඎർඁආඈඈൽඒ ๟ Sർඁඈඈඇආൺ඄ൾඋ 

Fඎඇൾඋൺඅ Hඈආൾ 
 

Michael J. Sontheimer 
Licensed Funeral Director 

Cell:  845.235.9846      
mson24@icloud.com 

 
110 Fulton Ave. 
Poughkeepsie, New York  12603 
845.452.0790 
 

WWW.HUDSONVALLEYFUNERALHOMES.COM 

 

 
Mazel Tov to Vassar Temple 

 on 175 years! 
 
 

Lisa & Mike Arnoff 

In honor of our loving, caring and  
favorite Rabbi Stephen Arnold & Cecile 

 
Carl & Ronni Wolfson 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations on your 175th Anniversary 

 
 
 

Marianne Pool 
Marianne’s Floral Garden 

My years in Poughkeepsie were among the most fulfilling 
in my rabbinic life.  I wish that I could be with you to  
renew old friendships, and to look forward to a bright  
future for the congregation and the entire community. 

 

Rabbi Henry Bamberger 
 

  

With gratitude for my 50 
years of membership and 
warm wishes for Vassar 

Temple and all its members 
 

Doi Cohen 

 

Heartfelt Wishes to Vassar 
Temple on this  

Momentous Occasion! 
 
 

The Quackenbush Family 



 

  

 

To My Friends at Vassar Temple, 

It is my good fortune that I am feeling so very blessed at age 94.  I am part of 
a six-generaƟon family celebraƟng over 100 years of membership with our  
temple.  It started with my father, Dr. Max Michael Simon, a pracƟcing  
physician and past president.  As the years gathered, the rest of our family 
joined.  The Dr. Jack Erdreich family, Grandma Lehman and her son,  
Dr. Morton Lehman and his family, my sister Fritzy and husband Dr. Jack 
Goodman and their family.   

We have celebrated special events, added children, and now I see my two 
great grandchildren, Gavin and Caden Irving Weiss as young members.  Their 
parents, GarreƩ and BriƩney Weiss are my grandchildren with my daughter 
Lisa Dreishpoon Weiss and Gordon Weiss.  BriƩney and GarreƩ engaged with 
our wonderful Rabbi Renni Altman and joined our temple.  Now their sons 
love their Sunday School, their new friends, and learning about their Dad’s 
religion.  I have been told that 40 percent of our congregaƟon are now  
interfaith marriages.  In my view, joining this generaƟonal shiŌ will bring the 
survival of modern day religion as I see this happening worldwide. 

Wishing all my temple members conƟnued happiness shared in our beauƟful 
temple.  

     Georgene Simon Dreishpoon 

 





 

Kavouras Corporation 





 

May we continue to pass 
down our Traditions, 
Culture and Wisdom 

L’dor vador 
From generation to generation 

For another 175 years 
 

Marcia & Glenn Tanzman 

 
In Loving Memory of our Social Action Matriarchs 

 
* Elaine Bard * Lisa Graney * Emily Himelstein * 

* Jenny Krevolin * Gayle Margolin * Mary Solomon 
* Camila Wygan * 

 

 

 
Congratulations to Vassar 

Temple on 175 years. 
 

Michele Sinn 

- THE WEISS FAMILY - 

GARRETT, BRITTNEY, GAVIN, CADEN, GORDON & LISA 



 

Alps Sweet Shop 
Arlington Wine 
Bardavon 
BJ's 
Boutique Wine and Spirits 
Brother’s Trattoria 
Casa Vallarta 
Coppola’s Restaurant  
Cosimo’s 
Crew Restaurant & Bar 
Culinary Institute of America 
Dutchess Restaurant Equipment 
Elizabeth Boutique 
Erin O’Neill’s Pub & Grill 
Farm to Table Bistro 
Farmers & Chefs 
Foam & Wash Car Wash 
Gallery Salon Retreat by Lori 
Hannaford 
HV Animal Rescue & Sanctuary 
Hudson Valley Floral 
IWAGY Wine Club  
Kitchen Sink 
Le Caviste Wine Cellar 

Locks That Rock 
Longhorn Steakhouse 
Marianne's Floral Garden 
Millbrook Winery 
Nail Pro at Marshall’s Plaza 
Pampered Pooch 
Pastry Garden 
Patsy’s Roadhouse 
Petsmart 
Roosevelt Cinema 
Rossi’s 
Sabellico Greenhouses & Florist 
ShopRite 
Silent Picture Custom Framing 
Starbucks 
Stop & Shop 
Sugar & Spice Cafe 
Sukothai Restaurant 
Texas Roadhouse 
The Colour Bar Boutique 
The Food and Wine Society 
The Refillery 
The Renegades 
Turk Family Hospitality Group 

We are grateful to the businesses  
who contributed to our  

Bidding for Baskets Fundraiser  





 

 
On the occasion of our 175th Anniversary… 

 
 

 
˄הֵינוּ מֶלֶ˂ הָעוֹלםָ-אֱ ’ בָּרוּ˂ אַתָּה ה  

הַזּהֶ. , שֶׁהֶחֱינָוּ וקְִיּמְָנוּ והְִגיִעָנוּ לזַּמְַן   
 
 

Blessed are You,  
Adonai our G-d,  

Sovereign of all,  
who has kept us alive,  

sustained us  
and brought us to  

this moment. 
 

Sandra Mamis 





 

...and let’s be thankful 
for the decades of  

inter-faith, inter-generational, 
community-building seders 

at the home of 
Michael Hannigan and Miriam Cohen. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Vassar Temple Congregation Brethren of Israel 
Established in 1848 

 

Rabbi Renni S. Altman, DD 
Rabbi Shoshana Hantman, Religious School Director 

Cantor Elizabeth Goldmann 
Rabbi Paul Golomb, Senior Scholar 

Rabbi Stephen A. Arnold, Rabbi Emeritus 
Joseph Bertolozzi, Temple Musician 

 

Officers & Board of Trustees 
 

Lisa-Sue Quackenbush, President 
Roni Stein, 1st Vice President 

Banna Rubinow, 2nd Vice President 
Marcia Tanzman, Secretary 

Maxine Finkelstein, Treasurer 
Susan Karnes Hecht, Immediate Past President 

 

Laura Brundage, Trustee 
Sandra Cornell, Trustee 

Gail D’Alessio, Trustee 
Madelyn D’Angelo, Trustee 

Susan Fink, Trustee 
Fern Lox, Trustee 

Micha Sperling, Trustee 
Lewis Wrobel, Trustee 


