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Come to Shabbat Services this Summer! 

Eternal Torah: Save these dates! 
 

Sunday, September 12th at 3:00 p.m. 
– Judge Albert M. Rosenblatt will speak 
about “The Influence of Torah on 
Modern Jurisprudence,” followed by a 
reception. 
 
 Sunday, September 26th – 
Celebration of the Journey, with more 
opportunities to help ink in a letter in a 
Torah scroll, as well as special music 
and a procession!   see article on page 9 

Upcoming Events 
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Several of our Friday evening services each summer are led by members of the 
congregation.  The schedule of summer service leaders for 2010 is: 

¨ July 2:  Rabbi Golomb 
¨ July 9:  Emily Himelstein 
¨ July 16:  Dave Wolf and Joel Kelson  
¨ July 23:  Martin Charwat 
¨ July 30:  Rabbi Golomb 
¨ August 6:  Tamara and Mariel Gruszko 
¨ August 13:  Sandra Mamis 
¨ August 20:  Benjamin Krevolin 
¨ August 27:  Rabbi Golomb 

Lay-led Shabbat worship will take place downstairs in our comfortable social 
hall, which is easily accessible by elevator.  Each service will include congrega-
tional singing, often accompanied by Joe and Elisa via the new CD of our Shab-
bat music, and will reflect the unique approach of the service leader.  It will be 
followed by a modified Oneg Shabbat, providing the opportunity to socialize 
over light refreshments (sometimes including ice cream).  As usual, devices for 
the hearing impaired will be available. 
 

The Torah Scrolls 
once repaired by the 

scribes now need to be maintained by 
us! 
 

As a Sefer Torah is the most pre-
cious object we as a congregation pos-
sess, it is fitting that it be maintained 
accordingly. It has been noted that the 
scrolls that are used 
and aired regularly  

 
 
 
not only last 

longer, but the letters retain their origi-
nal quality longer. 

Having temple members gather 
periodically to roll all the Sifrei Torah 
from one end to the other provides an 

opportunity to participate in a most un-
usual uplifting way. Creating a “Holy 
Rollers Club” enables the preservation 
and sustaining of the Torahs, which ex-
tends their useful lifetime. Everyone over 
the age of Bar/BatMitzvah can the join 
this club by attending one or more of its 
“meetings”; you need not come every 
time to be involved! 

Our first gathering, on July 17th, will 
begin with a short havdalah service at 
7:30p.m. Then we will embrace the 
scrolls and get personal with the Torah.  
Dessert will follow. (If you wish to bring 
a dessert item to share, please contact 
Sandra Mamis at 463-2676 or 
mamis@optonline.net). 

Havdalah and  Holy Rollers Meeting on July 17th 

The first gathering of the Vassar Temple  Holy Rollers Club!  
Saturday, July 17, 2010  in the Temple sanctuary 

July 17  
 
Havdalah and Holy Rollers Meeting 
Page 1 
 
July 19 th   
Tisha B’Av Observance-page 3 
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      For most of us, 
summer is distinct 
from the rest of the 
year.  The pace of life 
slows down.  The daily 
routine of work and/or 

study becomes more relaxed.  Many of 
us get a well-deserved rest.  And so, it 
is precisely at this time that I find it 
useful to talk about the Day of Rest, 
Shabbat. 
      During the balance of the year – 
from Labor Day to the Fourth of July – 
the Sabbath can occasionally be a 
luxury.  Project deadlines, homework 
assignments, or catching up on 
household chores tend to eat into a day 
that is supposed to be free from all that.  
But now it is summer.  It might seem 
paradoxical; just at the time of year 

when the pleasure of a real day off is 
less necessary, this could well be the 
best occasion to take advantage of 
Shabbat.  The pressure is off; sometimes 
the best time do something valuable is 
when you do not have to. 
      So, here is my offer: take a day – 
Shabbat.  Note that I am not suggesting 
what the content of keeping Shabbat is.  
Yes, there is a long Jewish tradition 
regarding the meaning of “rest” on the 
Day of Rest.  Let us set that tradition 
aside for a moment and just consider 
doing what we read in recitation of the 
Decalogue (Exodus 20): Remember 
Shabbat.  Be aware that, as Friday 
afternoon comes along, sundown ushers 
in a day that is distinguished from the 
rest of the week.   
      It is a break in the routine that, 
especially in the summer, may establish 

a routine in itself: doing something 
special with the kids, with one’s 
spouse, parents, neighbors, on behalf of 
the community.  It is your choice, but 
remember Shabbat. 
      Ritual can help: candles, wine and 
challah in order to usher in the day.  
Attending services.  I warmly urge you 
to come to the Temple on a Friday 
evening when fellow congregants lead 
services.  It is informal and very 
friendly.  But it is your choice.  Take a 
day, and remember Shabbat. 
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From the Rabbi’s Desk :  Take a Day 

upcoming events or services at Vassar Temple.  They can 
contact our membership committee at 
membership@vassartemple.org. 
      Many of you had the opportunity to participate in the 
opening events of our Eternal Torah program.  Please 
remember to mark your calendars for the upcoming Eternal 
Torah events.  On July 17th we will have our first “Holy 
Roller” opportunity.  On September 12th Judge Albert 
Rosenblatt will present a lecture entitled “The Influence of 
Torah on Modern Jurisprudence.”  Finally, on September 26th 
we will have our Celebration of the Journey for Eternal Torah 
with another opportunity to complete the 613th mitzvah by 
helping to ink a letter in one of our scrolls.  Many more details 
will be coming and I urge you to attend and participate in 
these events. 
      In conclusion, I urge you to accept your responsibility as a 
member of our Vassar Temple family.  Think about where you 
would like to help.  I look forward to hearing from you.  I can 
be contacted at 635-9854 or via email at 
president@vassartemple.org. 
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      This is my first opportunity to write a 
bulletin article as the president of Vassar 
Temple.  I know that I have a lot to say, 
and a lot of ideas.  I look forward to 
sharing them with you over the next two 
years.  It is a privilege to have the 

opportunity to lead Vassar Temple.  I am joined by some of 
the finest people at Vassar Temple to work with as part of 
our temple leadership. 
      One of the things I spoke about at the installation 
service on June 18th was that we really are Mishpacha, or 
family.  If you were unable to make services that night, I 
encourage you to see my full comments on the Vassar 
Temple web site at http://vassartemple.org/june18.html.  
Melissa and I came to the Hudson Valley 22 years ago, and 
ever since then Vassar Temple has been our family.  As a 
congregational family it is important that we work together, 
all pushing in a common direction.  How do we do that?  An 
easy way is for each of us to get more involved with our 
temple family.  You have numerous opportunities.  You can 
join a committee, you can help by planning a single special 
event, or you can simply bring your ideas forward to the 
temple leadership.  Perhaps you have a special skill we can 
leverage within the congregation. 
      One of the most important things each of you can do for 
Vassar Temple is to be part of our extended membership 
committee.  The best advertisements for Vassar Temple are 
our members.  Do you have friends or colleagues who are 
currently unaffiliated?  Do you know Jewish families who 
are new to the area?  If so, please invite them to one of our 

President's Message:   

Our Leaders 
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News Our Temple Observances 
 Worship Services 

Friday, July 2 
  7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service 
Saturday, July 3 
 9:00 a.m. Torah Study 
10:00 a.m. Bar Mitzvah of Max Samson 
Friday, July 9 
  7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service led by Emily Himelstein 
Saturday, July 10 
  9:00 a.m. Torah Study 
Friday, July 16 
  7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service led by Dave Wolf & Joel Kelson 
Saturday, July 17 
No Torah Study 
Monday, July 19 
  7:30  Service for Tisha B’Av (see article below) 
Friday, July 23 
  7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service led by Martin Charwat 
Saturday, July 24 
  9:00 a.m. Torah Study 
Friday, July 30 
  7:30 p.m.  Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Golomb 
Saturday, July 31 
  9:00 a.m. Torah Study 
10:00 a.m. Bat Mitzvah of Kassie Lerman 
Friday, August 6 
  7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service led by Tamara & Mariel 
Gruszko 

Scriptural Readings 
July 2 & 3 Pin’has 
Numbers 28:16-30:1 
Haftarah: Jeremiah 1:1-2:3 
July 9 & 10 Mattot-Masei 
Numbers 33:15-6:13 
Haftarah: Jeremiah 2:4-28; 3:4 
July 16 & 17 D’varim 
Deuteronomy 2:31-3:22 
Haftarah: Isaiah 1:1-27 
July 23 & 24 Va’etkhhanan 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7:11 
Haftarah: Isaiah 40:1-26 
July 30 & 31 Ekev 
Deuteronomy 10:12-11:25 
Haftarah: Isaiah 49:14-51:3 
August 6 & 7 Re’eh 
Deuteronomy 15:1-16:17 
Haftarah: Isaiah 54:11-55:5 

      After our long-time member Sandor 
Strauss passed away eleven years ago, his 
wife Carol and children Simon and Rebecca 
established a special fund in his 
memory.  For many years Sandor had 
sounded shofar at Vassar Temple and for 
those in the community who were unable to 
attend High Holy Day services.  He visited 
them in their homes, in hospitals and 
nursing homes, and even blew the shofar 
over the phone.  
      Now you can continue this tradition!  
Vassar Temple has received a grant from 
the Sandor David Strauss Shofar Fund of 
the Community Foundation of Dutchess 
County which will allow us to maintain a 
“bank” of loaner shofarot to use on the 
High Holy Days as well as other occasions 
during the year.  Beneficiaries of the fund 

are expected to share 
their new skill with 
the community as 
Sandor did.  You will 
be given instruction 
by Rabbi Golomb in this Jewish tradition 
which dates back to biblical times. 
      Aspiring shofar blowers of any age 
should email shofar@vassartemple.org to 
let us know you’re interested.  Your 
questions will be answered and a convenient 
time during the summer will be arranged for 
your lessons.   
       Of course, those who own a shofar are 
also most welcome to email to arrange for a 
lesson or two, or a practice session, or just to 
let us know that you would like to blow the 
shofar this year. 

You Can Become a Shofar  Blower! 

New Paths Services 
For summer dates contact Marian 
Schwartz at mschwa9882@aol.com. 

 

Tisha B’Av Observance  
on July 19 th   

     The Ninth Day of the Hebrew month 
of Av is the day established by tradition 
when Solomon’s Temple was destroyed 
by the Babylonians, Jerusalem was cap-
tured, and the Jews were sent into exile.  
Its observance is highlighted by the read-
ing of the beautiful and mournful Book of 
Lamentations.  Hardly one of the joyous 
holidays, Tisha B’Av joins Yom Kippur 
and Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remem-
brance) as the days in which Jews take 
stock of their hopes and failings.  
WhileYom Kippur might call upon us to 
ponder what it means to be a moral indi-
vidual, Tisha B’Av bids us to consider 
what it means to be the people Israel. 
      Vassar Temple will hold Tisha B’Av 
services on Monday evening, July 19th at 
7:30 p.m. 

Lend Us Your Cell Phone 
      We are looking for volunteers willing to use their 
cell phones to broadcast the sound of the shofar dur-
ing High Holy Day services to our home-bound con-
gregants.  Your assignment will be to call a congre-
gant on your cell phone prior to the blowing of the 
shofar, thus allowing our fellow member to hear in 
their own home the special sound that is traditionally 
associated with our Days of Awe.    
      Please call Perla Kaufman, Chair of the High 
Holy Days Committee, at 914-456-7309 or email her 
at membership@vassartemple.org if you would 
like to participate in this mitzvah.  She will contact 
you at the end of August with more specific in-
structions. 
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Vassar Temple Bulletin,  published monthly. 
 Publisher:    Marianne Abrams 
 Editor:     Doi Cohen  
 Technical Support:  Bob Abrams 
 

Articles for the August  bulletin must be submitted 
to the temple office by July 1. Sorry, we cannot 
take Bulletin articles over the phone!   Articles may 
be sent to Sandi Rugar via e-mail, at 
office@vassartemple.org or faxed to (845)452-
5161. 

The editor reserves the right to edit articles for 
style, accuracy and length. 

We Need Your Help! 
 We are, once again, asking that you be 
the eyes and ears in the lives of our 
congregational family.  New federal patient 
privacy regulations have limited the 
information that hospitals make available to 
clergy and volunteers.  
We are encouraging you to contact the 
Temple office when a congregant is 
admitted to a hospital and wishes to have 
Rabbi visit during the hospital 
stay.  Our goal is to meet the 
needs of all our congregants 
and we can only do this with 
your help. 

 

 
Pulpit Flowers 

July 2  In honor of Max Samson’s Bar 
     Mitzvah with love from his   
    family. 
July 30  In honor of Kassie Lerman’s  
   Bat Mitzvah with love from  
   her family. 
Anyone who wishes to honor the memory of 
a loved one or to commemorate a special 
occasion can do so by sponsoring the 
Sanctuary flowers with a donation to the 
Shrub Fund.  Just call Sandi Rugar at 454-
2570.  The donation to the Shrub Fund is 
$55. 

Refuah Shelemah 
 …to our temple members, Mim 
Gellert, Steve Dahnert and Sanford 
Metlis who were recently hospitalized 
and speedy recovery wishes to Perle 
Scope.  

Our Temple Family 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
 Celebrations 

Everyone is welcome at the service and Kid-
dush as we celebrate with Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
families at Vassar Temple. To be called to the 
Torah in July:   

July 3rd at 10:00 a.m. 
Max Samson, son of David and Nancy 

Samson 
July 31st at 10:00 a.m. 

Kassie Lerman, daughter of Annmarie & 
Seth Lerman  

Tree of Life 
“ It’s a Tree of Life  

to those who hold it fast...” 
 A wonderful way to honor family 
mitzvahs or individual persons is by 
purchasing a leaf for the Tree of Life 
memorial which hangs in our Temple 
entry hall.  It is beautiful and we would 
like to complete the Leaves and/or 
Rocks which are still available. 
 Harry, Rachel and Steven Mamis 
are the most recent donors, purchasing 
a leaf in honor of Sandra Mamis’s two 
(2) year term as Temple President.  We 
all commend Sandra for all she has 
accomplished as President. 

In Remembrance 
Vassar Temple mourns the loss of 
our members: 
  Samuel Rein 
  Lynn Levy 
Vassar Temple shares in the grief 
suffered by the families of: 
 Hyman Hoffman, uncle of Alan 
Kaflowitz 
 Eugene Seigel, father of Claudia 
Kelson 

Mazal Tov 
To Jo Anne Abraskin in 

honor of the birth of her twin grand-
daughters, Addison May and Alyssa 
May on May 13. Proud parents are 
Geoffrey and Jessica Abraskin. 

 To Kent & Kathy Mardon  in 
honor of the birth of their granddaugh-
ter, Sasha Belle born on May 8th.  Proud 
parents are Steve & Kim Mardon. 

 To Edward & Sheila Schneider in 
honor of the birth of their grandson, 
Jacob Daniel Schneider born on May 
14th.  Proud parents are Bill & Abby 
Schneider.  

To Gil & Arlene Seligman in honor 
of the birth of their granddaughter, 
Samantha Ella Seligman born on May 
22nd.  Proud parents are Dr. Neil & 
Tracy Seligman. 

Bob Abrams Earns Founders 
Service Award 

 At the annual congregational meet-
ing on May 26th, the 2010 Founders 
Service Award was given to Robert 
Abrams by last year’s awardee, Emily 
Himelstein, on behalf of the Board of 
Trustees.  This award is given each year 
to a member whose service to the con-
gregation has been “extensive and ex-
emplary” in the hope that “the 
awardee’s service [will act] as an inspi-
ration to others, demonstrating leader-
ship by example.” 
 Bob has certainly set an example of 
service and leadership during his 20 
years of temple membership.  He has 
served on the Finance Committee, 
briefly chaired the Religious School 
Committee, has served as a trustee as 
well as two terms as Board Secretary 
and two terms as Treasurer, and was 
just elected First Vice President.  In 
addition, Bob was the publisher of the 
temple bulletin for ten years and is cur-
rently serving as the chair of the Public 
Relations Caucus and of the Publicity 
Subcommittee for our Eternal Torah 
project.  To top off this list, under Bob’s 
leadership, the Men’s Club has become 
an active and growing part of temple 
life. 
 In accepting the Founders Service 
Award, Bob urged other members to 
become involved in any aspect of tem-
ple life that they enjoy, reminding us 
that the rewards of volunteering are not 
limited to those who are given awards. 
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      Dr. Arthur Menken was among 29 
medical professionals who went to Santa 
Marta, Colombia in April as part of the 
volunteer group Healing the Children 
Northeast.  The team treated 76 patients 
in five days, most of them for cleft lips 
and palates, greatly improving the lives 
of the patients and their families.  
(That’s the same Art Menken who 
produced our rollicking Purim spiel!)  

      Cellist and recent Confirmand 
Molly DuVall , daughter of Lisa 
Rubenstein and Rick DuVall, was one of 
three local high school musicians chosen 
to take a master class with cellist Raman 
Ramakrishnan at the Howland Cultural 
Center in Beacon on May 15th.  Those 
who attended the Sisterhood's Donor 
Dinner on May 11th had the pleasure of 
hearing Molly, as well as her sister 
Becky who was back from college, 

Go to Amazon.com  
via Our Website 

Before you go to Amazon.com to 
make a purchase, go to our temple website, 
www.vassartemple.org, and click on Three Easy 
Ways to Help Vassar Temple in the upper right 
corner of the front page.  Then click the link to 
Amazon.  Every purchase you make after accessing 
Amazon this way will result in a contribution to the 
temple, at no additional cost to you! 

New Men's Club Officers 
 Having strengthened and expanded 
the Vassar Temple Men’s Club, Bob 
Abrams has now taken on the position 
of First Vice President.  The new presi-
dent of the Men’s Club is Joel Zaritsky, 
and its new treasurer is Dave Wolf.  
Congratulations and best wishes to Joel 
and Dave as they fulfill their new roles! 

perform as part of the Pegasus String 
Quartet. 

      When the Walkway Over the 
Hudson was lit for the first time on the 
evening of May 15th, the LED lighting 
system reflected the creativity and skill 
of Vassar Temple member Andy Neal.  
Andy's firm, ANL Lighting LLC, 
developed a special lighting system 
which saves power and money, works at 
all temperatures, and avoids the “light 
pollution” which would have limited 
views of the river and the sky.   

      Congratulations to Candace 
Lewis on her election as president of the 
Dutchess County Historical Society. 

      One of the three people who will 
be honored for their “dedication and 
personal contributions to our 
community” at the September 19th 
Garden Party of the Community 
Foundation of Dutchess County is 
Lillian Weigert, a lifetime member of 
Vassar Temple, former Sisterhood 
president, and current trustee. 

      Doi Cohen will be honored by the 
Miles of Hope Breast Cancer 
Foundation at its Annual Community 
Walk on September 26th as a successful 
fund raiser for the organization and a 
mentor for other women dealing with 
breast cancer.  

Temple Members in the News 

Jacob, Tanya and Sergey Kudria, Stefanie 
Turk and Craig Gittelman in the JCC lobby 
on Mitzvah Day. 



6         July  2010       

�����

Mariel Gruszko, daughter of Tamara 
and Adrian, graduated Magna Cum 
Laude from Brandeis University with a 
double major in Anthropology and 
Economics and a minor in Latin Ameri-
can Studies.  She received Highest 
Honors for her thesis on the topic Medi-
ating Discourses of Indigeneity: Indige-
nous Media in Guatemala and the 
Struggle for Legalization.  Mariel plans 
to pursue a Masters degree in Social 
Sciences at the University of Chicago. 
 
 
 
Lindsay Levinson, daughter of Donna 
and Kenneth, graduated from Princeton 
University with a degree in Compara-
tive Literature with a Certificate in 
French.  Her thesis was Perspectives on 
Proust:  From Formal Anomaly to 
Cinemagraphic Autobiography.  Lind-
say plans to work for a few years be-
fore pursuing her interest in Dentistry 
or Oral Surgery. 
 
 
 
 
Jeffrey Ollendorf, son of Joan and 
Jon, graduated Cum Laude from Marist 
College with a degree in Communica-
tion and Media Arts, specializing in 
Interactive Media/Game Studies.  He 
plans to work for a video game com-
pany and do freelance writing on topics 
related to the video game industry.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Danielle Abrams, daughter of Marianne 
and Bob, graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from the University of Rochester.  She 
completed a double major, receiving 
highest distinction in Brain/Cognitive 
Science and high distinction in Psychol-
ogy. Danielle has accepted a fellowship 
for one year at the National Institutes of 
Health doing research in the area of au-
tism and will be residing in the Washing-
ton DC area. 
 
 
Sarah Bertolozzi, daughter of temple 
organist Joe, graduated from Ithaca Col-
lege with a Bachelor of Fine Arts with 
Distinction, concentrating in Theatrical 
Costume Design.  Sarah is working this 
summer as Assistant Costume Shop 
Manager at Barrington Stage Company, a 
summer stock theater in Massachusetts, 
and hopes to find work in her field in 
New York City this fall. 
 
  
 
Adam Ciminello, son of Andi and Paul, 
graduated from Brandeis University with 
a degree in History and minors in Relig-
ion and Music.  He wrote a senior thesis 
concerning the social and political his-
tory of the US and Israel during Israel’s 
first 60 years.  Adam also composed a 
symphony as part of graduate-level mu-
sic study.  He hopes to pursue a career 
composing and performing contemporary 
music.  Currently he plans to go to Lon-
don with his band to work with a music 
promoter.�
 
 
 
 
Alex Colodner, son of Susan and Alan, 
graduated from the University of Con-
necticut with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in 
Design/Technical Theater, with a con-
centration in Technical Direction.  He 
completed numerous graduate-level 
courses and worked as Assistant Techni-
cal Director at Bay Street Theatre in Sag 
Harbor.  Alex has been offered a position 
with the New Jersey Opera in Princeton 
as Technical Director and is considering 
additional opportunities.   

Temple News 
 

ACADEMIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN OUR TEMPLE FAMILY 

Sara Ritter, daughter of Mary and 
Robert, has completed the fourth of 
six years in the Pharmacy Doctorate 
program at the Bayer School of 
Pharmacy at Duquesne University.  
She has been working for two years 
as a pharmacist in training at the 
University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center and is beginning a series of 
clinical internships.  Sara is the Sec-
retary of Lambda Kappa Sigma, an 
academic sorority for pharmacy 
students.   
 
 
 
 
Michelle Silverman, daughter of 
Helen and Brian, graduated Summa 
Cum Laude from Bates College with 
a degree in Psychology and com-
pleted an Honors thesis in the area of 
therapeutic techniques for troubled 
teens.  She was elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa.  Michelle has accepted a 
research assistantship at Massachu-
setts General Hospital in Boston 
investigating Obsessive-Compulsive 
Disorder. 
 
 
 
 
Daniel Sterdt, son of Sisterhood 
member Diane, graduated Summa 
Cum Laude from Goucher College 
with a degree in Psychology.  He 
was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and 
to Psi Chi, an academic honor in the 
psychology field.  Dan received a 
departmental award for excellence 
as well as a leadership award for 
service to the college and to the city 
of Baltimore. He is headed to the 
Adler School of Professional Psy-
chology in Chicago to begin work 
towards a Doctorate, and currently 
plans to specialize in gerontology. 
 

A hearty MAZAL TOV goes to the following students, in whom the congregation takes great pride. 

Accomplishments continued on page 7 
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Thanks from Cereal Counts!!! 

Lauren Ciminello, daughter of Andi 
and Paul, finished her second year of 
medical school at Stony Brook. She 
took her Boards in June and begins third 
year rotations in July. Last December 
she presented two papers at The Ameri-
can Society of Hematology’s annual 
meeting in New Orleans. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Mamis, daughter of Sandra and 
Harry, graduated from Albany Law 
School.  She won the "Leadership and 
Vision Award" given by the Social Jus-
tice & Advocacy for Animals Organiza-
tion, in recognition of her commitment 
to protecting the rights of animals, and 
the  "Pro Bono Service Award"  in rec-
ognition of pro bono research for the 
city of Albany.  Rachel interned in the 
NYS Attorney General's  Environmental 
Protection Agency as well as with a 
NYS trial judge.  She served as Presi-
dent of both the Cordoza Society 
(Jewish Law Students) and the Albany 
Law School Student Animal Legal De-
fense Fund. 
 
 
 
 
Michael Posner, son of Joan and 
David, graduated from Harvard Law 
School, where he received a Dean's 
Scholar Award and was a finalist for a 
Presidential Management Fellowship. 
He interned in the Civil Rights Division 
of the Department of Justice, at the 
Natural Resources Defense Council, and 
at La Fundacion Ambiente y Recursos 
Naturales, a small non-profit organiza-
tion in Buenos Aires. In the fall he will 
join the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development's Office of General 
Counsel, working in the Office of Fair 
Housing and Equal Opportunity in 

…and kudos to our graduate students: 
 

 Accomplishments continued from page 6 

      At Vassar Temple, the moving Confirma-
tion ceremony celebrates the completion of 
our students’ formal religious education at the 
end of the tenth grade as they confirm their 
determination to lead Jewish lives.  The ser-
vice is conducted by the Confirmands, and 
highlighted by speeches they write, reflecting 
their views on contemporary ethical and so-
cial issues.   
      Pictured at their Confirmation on May 
23rd, first row are from left to right, in the 
Emily Brundage, Molly DuVall and Marissa 
Gally.  In the middle row: Lisa Rosenfeld, 
Ilana Wolf and Rachel Erlebacher.  In the 
back row are Joseph Stein, Bradley Quacken-
bush, Michael Horowitz, Rabbi Paul Golomb, 
David Greenberg and Jacob Chernack. 
      After the service, Rachel and Marissa 
noted that preparing together for their Confir-
mation brought the members of the class even 

Eleven students Confirmed 

Dear members of Vassar Temple, 
      As you know, Cereal Counts!!! is 
an annual boxed cereal drive held in 
Dutchess County each May, aimed at 
reducing breakfast hunger.  This year, 
a total of 1,549 boxes were collected 
and given to Dutchess Outreach; 
Community Action Partnership for 
their Poughkeepsie, Dover, Beacon 
and Red Hook pantries; the Beulah 
Baptist Church/Mother’s Cupboard 
Pantry; Interfaith Senior Housing; the 
Hudson River Housing/Hillcrest Shel-
ter; DSS Elizabeth Karlson Pan-
try; and Reach Out Food Pantry in 
Hyde Park.  
      This substantial food-raising drive 
was successful because many of you 
donated boxes and encouraged others 
to do the same.  Wonderful crews of 
Vassar Temple members of all 
ages worked together on Mitzvah Day 
at the JCC to stack, pack, tally and 
load the boxes into cartons donated 
by Arnoff Moving and My Brother 
Bobby’s Salsa, and onto a U-Haul 
truck for delivery.  Doi Cohen, 
Marian Schwartz, Perla Kaufman, 
Richard Lowry and Sandi Rugar help-
fully contributed to our publicity for 
the project.  Administrators at Jewish 
Family Service and the Jewish Com-
munity Center of Dutchess County 
lent essential site support.     

      Every day, there are people of all 
ages in this country who starve in the 
morning.  Cereal Counts!!! is a truly 
amazing local collective effort to reduce 
breakfast hunger. Thank you, friends at 
Vassar Temple! 
                                                                                                               
Our best, 
                                                                                                              
Nancy, Dave, Adam and Max Samson 

closer together and cemented their friend-
ship.  Joseph advised younger students to 
“definitely continue” their religious educa-
tion beyond Bar/Bat Mitzvah through Confir-
mation. 

Picture left to right when the stacking of 
cereal boxes was just beginning are front 
row: Sarah Nathanson, Micah Tafapolsky, 
Wayne Hartman; back row: Rachel Marcus, 
Sara Friedland, Ali Dahnert, Max (from 
another congregation), Lewis Schuyler, Max 
Samson, Jordan Stein. 

Many hands made light work and lots of fun 
loading the packed cereal onto a rented truck 
for delivery to food distribution sites. 
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      On May 11th, at Sisterhood’s Annual Donor Dinner in the social hall, we celebrated the recipients of the 2010 Evelyn Kahn Award 
– two wonderful and most deserving fellow members, Sandra Mamis and Gayle Margolin.  We were entertained by the Pegasus String 
Quartet from Arlington High School, included two of our own young adults, Becky and Molly DuVall.    
      The following slate of Sisterhood officers for the next 2 years was unanimously approved. 
     President: Lisa-Sue Quackenbush 

Recording Secretary: Kristina Ibañez 
Corresponding Secretary: Danah Moore 
Financial Secretary: Donna Loshin 
Treasurer: Nadine Zaritsky 
Vice President-Ways and Means: Perla Kaufman 
Vice President-Membership: Melissa Erlebacher 
Vice Presidents-Programming: Stella Turk, Shelley Turk 
Vice Presidents-Administration: Laura Brundage, Wendy Marcus 

      We enjoyed friendship, togetherness, a delightful evening and a delicious dinner lovingly put together by the following committee 
of dedicated sisters: Melissa Erlebacher, Nan Genshaft, Emily Himelstein, Olga Ibañez, Donna Loshin, Perla Kaufman, Jennie 
Krevolin, Muriel Lampell, Charlene Rosenthal, and Roni Stein. 
      You have, however, asked for something more – the recipe for the delicious chicken dish…so, bowing to popular demand, here it 
is! 

1 can whole berry cranberry sauce 
1 cup French dressing (creamy French is OK) 
2 tablespoons onion soup mix (no pieces of onion in the mix) 
salt and pepper to taste 

      Mix these together. Line a baking dish with slices of navel oranges (peel included). 
Mix about 10-12 boneless chicken breasts with the sauce and place them on top of the orange slices.  Bake at 375 degrees for 
45 minutes to an hour and 15 minutes, depending on how large the chicken pieces are. 
 
                                 �
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Sisterhood Donor Dinner: A Great Evening 

Annual Reports  
Available Online 

      See the big picture – read the annual reports 
from our Rabbi and our immediate past temple 
president, as well as from the chairs of temple com-
mittees.  Feel good about last year’s accomplish-
ments and put our current situation into perspective 
while you think about our congregation’s coming 
year. 
      The reports are simple to access and easy to read 
from the links on the left side of the home page of 
our website, www.vassartemple.org. 
 

Mark Your Special Occasion  
By  donating to a Temple Fund    

Thanks to money raised through the Eternal Torah project beyond the amount needed for the actual repair of our scrolls, 
Vassar Temple will soon have repaid its own funds, from which it had borrowed over ten years ago to augment its cash flow.  This 
happy fact reminds us that our congregation has established 20 special funds over the years, most of which are restricted to enhancing 
specific areas of congregational life such as the Religious School, the Reifler Library, or musical programming.  Some, such as the 
Sustaining Fund, the Endowment Fund and the Capital Fund, have more general purposes.      To see a list of our funds and the purpose 
of each, go to our congregation’s website, www.vassartemple.org, click on the link to Contributions on the left side of the home page.      
Through the centuries, Jews have maintained the custom of commemorating occasions of joy and sorrow by making special 
contributions to their synagogue.  Contributions to all Vassar Temple funds are tax deductible.  Acknowledgment and notification will 
be made promptly to both the donor and person(s) to be honored. 

Hebrew Calligraphy Class  
a Great Success 

      The Introduction to Hebrew Calligraphy class 
taught by Rabbi Shoshana Hantman on May 12th 
was a lot of fun, according to Joel Kelson who both 
organized and took the class.   He and the other five 
students appreciated the personal attention they 
received and the new skill they acquired, thanks to 
Rabbi Hantman.  As Joel wrote, “What seemed like 
a daunting task – reconstructing Hebrew letters with 
my own hand – is now quite doable. I’m not ready 
to scribe a Torah, but what I write does look like 
passable Hebrew!” 

Temple News 
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News 

      The Torah is forever.  The 
chance to inscribe a letter on a 
Vassar Temple scroll is not. 
Discover its power, the spiritual, 
educational and emotional connection 
you make as you engage in what is 
likely to be one of the most singularly 
relevant moments possible! 
      Our Celebration of the Journey will 
take place on September 26th.  Lots of 
exciting activities are being planned, 
including another opportunity to fulfill 
the 613th Commandment: Sign up to ink 
in a Hebrew letter that day by contacting 
Sandra Mamis at 463-2678 or 
eternaltorah@vassartemple.net. 
      Haven’t decided yet how to make 

your financial contribution to the Eternal 
Torah Restoration Project?  Consider 
these options –  

 
* Celebrate your special occasions 

with a dedication to Eternal Torah.   
* Choose a portion to honor 

anniversaries, birthdays or the births 
of children and grandchildren.   

* Make a gift to Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
celebrants with their names on 
their Torah portion.   

* Remember your loved ones with a 
dedication to Eternal Torah in 
their memory. 
      All gifts will be recognized at the 
Celebration of the Journey. 

Eternal Torah: The Journey Continues 

Temple News 

      Another Sisterhood Spring Rummage 
sale has come and gone!  Despite really 
dismal weather, our sale was busy and the 
shopping was easier with our new layout.  
Sisterhood was able to raise over $1,100, 
and we raised almost $50 in addition from 
the bulk sale of clothes and shoes that 
were left after 3:00 p.m.  We donated 
appropriate leftover items to the 
DCSPCA Bat Mitzvah project of Kiley 
Quackenbush & Rachel Marcus, and toi-
letries went to the Mitzvah Day project 
for Hudson River Housing.  The support 
of the many people who donated items for 
the sale is greatly appreciated.  
      And what would we do without our 
intrepid Rummage Crew?  Many thanks 

to  Susan Needelman, Lois Mendel, 
Emily Himelstein, Melissa Erlebacher, 
Anne Harmuth and her mom Jean, 
Wendy Giangrasso, Maurice Collen, 
Ann Lerman, Joan Reifler, Lisa Ruben-
stein, Muriel & Matt Lampell, and Glo-
ria Turk. To all those who helped in all 
sorts of ways, our heartfelt thanks!  We 
are most grateful for the efforts of 
Sandi, George and Shane Rugar who 
coordinate, set up, break down, put 
away, and help make everything run 
smoothly.  Thanks, too, to David Lam-
pell who made it possible for us to go 
home after the sale!   
      Our next sale will be in mid-
November 2010 and we look forward to 

Sisterhood Spring  Rummage Sale Thanks 

another success.  Helping us in that en-
deavor will be Ann Lerman, our new co-
chair!  We welcome Ann and her experi-
ence; she has been involved with Rum-
mage for several years.  See you in No-
vember! 
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       Our “Songs of Shabbat” CD is available through the Judaica Shoppe for $18.  The music is sung by our Cantorial Soloist Elisa 
Dugatkin and accompanied by our Organist Joe Bertolozzi.  Listen to, learn and enjoy the beautiful songs from our Shabbat service at 
home or on your way!   
       This wonderful CD was made possible by a generous gift from Eleanor Pupko and was produced by Sandor Margolin, Ron 
Rosen, Marianne Abrams, Chuck Kaufman, Art Groten, Perla Kaufman and the Music Committee.  To buy one, contact Perla 
through membership@vassartemple.org or 914-456-7309.       Any profit realized from sales of the CD will be 
used to enhance musical programming at Vassar Temple. 

Three generations of the Lampell family 
help Rabbi Druin ink a letter on April 
18th. 

Our Shabbat Service  Music is Now on CD 
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SUSTAINING FUND 
IN MEMORY OF  
Evelyn Partridge Brian & Laurie McQueen 
 Linda & Marvin Skolnik 
 Howard & Emily Himelstein 
 Victoria & Yvette Nameth 
 Dorothy Albright 
 Nan & Jeff Genshaft 
 Bob & Marianne Abrams 
 Janna Pistiner Ostroff & Adam Ostroff 
 Donna & Felipe Pistiner 
 Linda & Colin Hannaford 
 Cynthia Vieaux 
 Richard & Patricia Doig 
 Premier Home Health Care Services, Inc. 
Dr. Boris Czesler The Gruszko Family 
Gertrude Lane Monte & Lillian M. Lang 
Peter Nevard Annette Rubin 
Paul Plansky Mark & Elaine Plansky 
Josephine Kahn Muriel & Matt Lampell 
Samuel Lampell 
Lois Metlis Sandy Metlis 
Ruth F. Browner Miriam Browner Lacher 
Iris Krause Mark & Shaari Roland 
Ellen RosenfeldEric, Judy, Lisa & Adam Rosenfeld 
Selma Friedman Satz Deborah & Justin Scheer 
Alvin Kaskowitz Lewis & Hilary Wrobel 
Kurt Lemberger Barbara & Alan Lemberger 
Sam Rein Irma Jacobs 
 

IN HONOR OF 
The graduation  
of Danielle Abrams 
  from the  
   University of Rochester             Doi Cohen 
The graduation of Rachel Mamis 
   from Albany Law School 
 Howard & Emily Himelstein 
 
Lila Matlin’s birthday Muriel & Matt Lampell 
The Confirmation Class of 2010 Elaine Lipschutz 
 Muriel & Matt Lampell 
 Lynne, Molly, Jared & Zack Schiffer 
Sandra Mamis’ presidency  
 Richard & Marsha Lowry 
Seth Erlebacher’s becoming president 
Richard & Marsha Lowry’s 
 commitment to the  Temple 
 Sandra Mamis 
IN APPRECIATION OF 
The Rabbi for his support and guidance 
 Sandra Mamis 
 
IN THANKS TO 
Rabbi Shoshana Hantman  
for her dedication to Sandra Mamis 
    our children’s religious education 
 
WITH THANKS TO   
The Officers, Seth Erlebacher, Ed Garber, Brian  
   Silverman and Bob Abrams for their dedication 
and team work 
 Sandra Mamis 

Yahrzeits 

July 9 
Samuel E. Trivers 
Lloyd Fertig 
Lawrence L. Landau 
Dora Rosenmann 
Winona Rosenthal 
Michael L. Solomon 
Linda Fertig Waldman 
Lillian Edelman 
Max Uttal 
Max Kapner 
Merlin B. Lass 
Marshall Effron 
Sam Lessin 
Siegfried Frank 
David Krevolin 

 
July 16 
Hyman Schwartz 
Leon R. Bloom 
Gertrude Krugman 
Edward Moffit, Jr. 
Shirley Green Chertock 
Minnis Lass 
Sylvia Reifler Silberman 
Emily Helfaer 
Ida Cohen 
Philip Cohen 
Max Brahm 
Henry Klein 
Cynthia R. Feldman 
Elsie Goldberg 
Dr. Sidney S. Cohen 
Jerry Bass 
Elsie Lustig 
Sol Present 
Herbert Klein 
Dr. Alan E. Apfel 
Phillip R. Moselle, OD 
Bertha Goldstein 

July 2 
Cornelius Saperstein 
Dr. Camilla Reznikoff          
 Wygan 
Morris Silberman 
Eva Tofel 
Nay Wisdom 
Kitty Kraus 
Dr. Sheldon J. Solomon 
Dr. Jacob Kronman 
Ethel Scheer 
M. Fred Praeger 
Leonard Rapp 
Lillian Lampell 
Hillard Mann 
Anne Kahn 
James Quackenbush 
Michael Wrobel 
Sylvia Soirefman 
 

 
July 23 
Flora M. Hoffman 
David Clearfield 
Jennie Worona 
Saul A. Lazarus 
Dr. Robert Kohan 
Cary Lutwin 
William Schrock 
Ethel Marcus 
Dr. Leon Cohen 
Minnie Schudroff Coleman 
James Effron 
Meta Altman 
Dr. Benjamin Leeds 
Fanny Bronfeld 
Gertrude Rosenthal 
Robert H. Lipschutz 
Cecelia Riechman 
Yetta Prisansky 
Blanche Adler 
 

Memorial Board Plaques 
Honor the memory of your loved ones with a 
plaque on the Memorial Board in the sanctuary.  
For information, call Sandi at the Temple office at 
454-2570. 

IN RECOGNITION OF 
Sandi & George Rugar  
for all their efforts on behalf of Vassar Temple 
 Sandra Mamis 
ROBERT H. LIPSCHUTZ SCHOLARS’ FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 
Irma Manheim Elaine Lipschutz 
Dr. Arthur Lipschutz 
 
NATHAN L. REIFLER LIBRARY FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 
Samuel Rein Doi Cohen 
 
IN HONOR OF  
The graduation of Rachel Mamis  
from Albany Law School 
 Doi Cohen 
 
MILDRED GOULD RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
The Confirmation Class of 2010 Doi Cohen 
 
COMMUNITY TZEDAKAH FUND 
IN HONOR OF  
The graduation of Mariel Gruszko from Doi Cohen 
     Brandeis University  
 
IN RECOGNITION OF  
Rachel Erlebacher’s Confirmation  
 Hal & Sue Lesser 

�������	
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July 30 
Charlotte Wechsler 
Louis Gellert 
Julius Lazarus 
Martin L. Drey fuss, 
 MD 
Adele Stern 
Lillian Rosen 
Hortense Feldman 
Florence Levitch 
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News Temple  Gallery 

Jackson and Brandon Fong, grandsons of 
Perla and Chuck Kaufman, posed with 
Rabbi Golomb at the Generations Shabbat. 

At the Generations Shabbat service at Vas-
sar Temple on Friday evening, May 21st , 
members of at least 40 years standing were 
honored.  Among them were: Front row, 
left to right: Amy Horn Oclatis, Marge 
Lazarus, Elaine Lipschutz, Gloria Turk and 
Mary Solomon.  Back row: David Lampell, 
Dr. Justin Scheer, Deborah Scheer, Steve 
Turk, Richard Lowry, Marsha Lowry and 
Murray Solomon. 

Israel Walk 
On Sunday, June 6th, 100 people braved the heat and rain to show their support 
for Israel by walking along the Hudson River to the pavilion at the Children’s 
Museum where they sang, danced and listened to speakers and the Shalom Sing-
ers. 

Rabbis Neal Loevinger of Temple Beth-El 
and Paul Golomb of Vassar Temple joined 
in the singing. 

Seth and Brianna Erlebacher were among 
the walkers. 

Sergey and Inna Kudria held the banner of 
the Jewish Federation, which sponsored the 
event. 

The rain didn’t bother Burt Gold, Lou Lewis 
and Gloria Turk. 

Sandra Mamis held the Israeli flag. 

To see more photos of recent temple 
events, go to www.vassartemple.org 
and click on the left-hand link to Who 
We Are; then click on Photo Gallery.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  AUGUST Bulletin  

Articles Deadline 
10am SEP 

2  CAN JAM Week-
end 
7:30pm Shabbat 
Service 
Led by Rabbi 
Golomb 

3 
9am Torah Study 
10am Bar Mitzvah 
Max Samson 

4  INDEPENDENCE 
DAY 

5 
Office Closed 
 
 

6 
10am SEP 

7 
 

8  FLYERS Dead-
line 
10am SEP 
 

 9 
7:30pm Shabbat 
Service 
Led by Emily 
Himelstein 

10 
9am Torah Study 

11 12 
7pm Board Meeting 

13 
10am SEP 

14 15 
10am SEP 

16 
7:30pm Shabbat 
Service 
Led by Dave Wolf & 
Joel Kelson 

17 
7:30pm Havdalah 
and Holy Rollers 

18 19  EREV TISHA 
B’AV 
7:30pm Service 

20  TISHA B’AV 
10am SEP 

21 
 

22 
10am SEP 

23 
7:30pm Shabbat 
Service 
Led by Martin 
Charwat 

24 
9am Torah Study 

25 26 
7:15pm Ritual 
Meeting 

27 
10am SEP 

28 
 

29 
10am SEP 

30 
7:30pm Shabbat 
Service Led by 
Rabbi Golomb 

31 
9am Torah Study 
10am Bat Mitzvah 
Kassie Lerman 

 


