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      As part of our 
ongoing program, 
Eternal Torah: 
Restoring Vassar 
Temple’s Scrolls, a 
special program is 
planned for 3:00 

p.m. on Sunday, September 12th at the 
temple.  The Honorable Albert M. 
Rosenblatt, retired New York State 
Court of Appeals judge and former 
Dutchess County District Attorney, will 
speak about “The Influence of Torah on 
Modern Jurisprudence.”  The program is 
open to the public free of charge. 
      Judge Rosenblatt’s past professional 
positions also include New York State 
Chief Administrative Judge and ten 
years service on the State Supreme 
Court, Appellate Division.  The winner 
of several awards for his professional 
work, he has written a wide variety of 
articles in law journals and professional 
publications, as well as popular articles.   

      A resident of LaGrange, Judge 
Rosenblatt is a Sherlock Holmes 
devotée and a certified professional ski 
instructor as well as a nationally ranked 
squash player. In 1997 and 2001, he 
played on the United States (Master’s) 
Maccabiah Squash Team at the 
quadrennial Jewish Olympics.  Asked 
once what it takes to make a good 
judge, Rosenblatt replied: “A judge 
must have confidence and fairness so 
the community feels they’re getting 
justice. But you can’t look at [the law] 
in a completely cold and intellectual 
way; you have to look at its practical 
and human consequences.”   
      Refreshments will be available after 
the presentation.  Please RSVP by 
September 8th by calling  
845-454-1200 or emailing 
lecture@vassartemple.org.   
 
 
 

Judge Rosenblatt to Speak at Vassar Temple 

Special 
Congregational 

Meeting on August 2 nd  
  
     A special congregational 
meeting will be held on 
Monday, August 2nd at 6:30 
p.m. The sole purpose of this 
meeting will be to vote on the 
proposed amendments to the 
temple by-laws which had their 
first reading during the annual 
congregational meeting at the 
end of May.  Your presence 
and your vote is important!   

High Holy Days 
 Home Hospitality Needed 

 
 Vassar Temple has a long 
tradition of inviting college students 
in the area to share Yom Tov with us 
at Temple and at home. This is a 
wonderful way to enrich their High 
Holy Days experience—and your 
own. Please call the office at 454-
2570 to let us know how many guests 
you would be willing to add at your  
table.  
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Aug 2  
Special Congregational meeting, 
Page 1 
 
Aug 11  
Hebrew Calligraphy class-page 8 
 
Aug 18  
Membership committee meeting-
page10 
 
Aug 24  
Sisterhood Book Club, Page 6 
 
Sept 4  
Selichot, Page 3 
 
Sept 5   
Lunch Box, Page 7 
 
Sunday, September 26 th  
Eternal Torah  
 Celebrating the Journey, with 
more opportunities to help ink in a 
letter in a Torah scroll, as well as 
special music and a procession!   
see article on page 8 

Grotens to Receive Arnold Award on September 4 th  
See details on page 3 
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 I have now had the 
opportunity to work 
with five Presidents 
and about another 
dozen Officers of the 
congregation.  Each 
one has brought 
particular talents and 

interests to the task at hand.  Their efforts 
have not only maintained the core 
programs and services of Vassar Temple, 
but also have moved the synagogue in 
new directions.  The cumulative result is 
that much has changed, but almost 
nothing is lost.  Leadership creates 
indelible marks on the Temple and the 
congregation. 
 Presidents, Officers and Trustees of 
Vassar Temple are publicly 
acknowledged.  Their names go on 
plaques and adorn the letterhead of the 
Temple stationery.  They are the outward 
face of the congregation.  In reality 
however, there are many members of the 
congregations who make indelible marks, 
but in a less observed fashion.  For the 
last few years, I have dedicated the 
August Bulletin column to some of them. 

 This year, let me name two.  Evelyn 
Partridge passed away in April.  Her 
death was sudden and unexpected, even as 
it was hardly unanticipated.  Up until the 
week when her body finally gave out from 
the cancer that she had been enduring for 
many years, Evelyn went about her life in 
a fairly routine manner.  This included 
regular attendance at the Tuesday Talmud 
session.  It also involved care for her 
family, being part of a large circle of 
friends, including many members of the 
Temple, and keeping up the regimen of 
therapy designed to keep the cancer at bay.  
The condition certainly presented 
significant restrictions that any observer 
would have deemed daunting, and most 
people would declare that Evelyn was 
courageous.  She was courageous, but her 
most indelible mark on the congregation 
was that she was a continuous reminder to 
those who knew her that we all have 
restricting limitations and challenges – 
some greater than others – but that life 
itself can overcome them.  Evelyn will be 
missed, but the model of her life will 
always be a blessing. 

 I can usually count on seeing Ralph 
Schwartz twice a month at the New Paths 
Shabbat morning service.  The service, 
mostly lay-run, has been a Vassar Temple 
institution for about twenty years.  It is a 
combination of readings, singing, silence 
and penetrating discussion.  This is 
perhaps not everyone’s cup of tea, but I 
find it one of the most satisfying modes 
of experiencing Shabbat, and Ralph – one 
of the chief penetrating discussants – is a 
principal reason.  New Paths alone is a 
good reason to acknowledge Ralph.  
However, following the rabbinic notion 
that Torah is most important when it leads 
to action, he is one of the most socially 
aware and active members of the 
congregation.  When I see him outside of 
Shabbat morning, he is often ferrying 
food donations to Dutchess Outreach or 
providing individuals in need with 
personal assistance.   
 Evelyn Partridge taught us the 
blessing of life.  Ralph Schwartz teaches 
us the Torah in life.  They are two of the 
indelible marks that are Vassar Temple. 
 

Rabbi Paul Golomb 

From the Rabbi’s Desk :   INDELIBLE MARKS 

      Our Religious School provides a wonderful Jewish 
educational foundation for our children, but that foundation is 
just for 3 hours each week.  When you send your children to a 
URJ camp, they have the opportunity to live Judaism 24/7 for 
4 weeks with other campers from throughout the Northeast.  
They will form friendships which last a lifetime.  Together 
with other Jewish kids, they will learn, play, and pray in a 
uniquely Jewish manner.  Each summer, Rabbi Golomb makes 
a trip to the Berkshires with interested families to visit our two 
URJ camps.  It’s a great way for both parents and kids to get a 
feel for what camp is like.  In the fall, Camp Eisner and Crane 
Lake offer an introductory weekend program for children 
entering 2nd through 5th grade.  This is a great opportunity for 
your kids to get an introduction to camp.  An even better way 
to learn about camp is to learn from current and former 
campers.  This fall our camp alumni will share their summer 
experiences at a Friday night service.  Come and learn more 
about what our URJ camps have to offer. 
      Enjoy the rest of your summer. 

Seth Erlebacher 

      As you read this bulletin article, our 
children’s summer vacation is already half 
over.  Due to our bulletin deadline, I’m 
writing this article just as summer vacation 
has begun.  Earlier this week, Melissa and I 
drove 310 miles in one day to make two 
stops to drop off Brianna and Rachel for 

their summer programs with the Union for Reform Judaism 
(URJ) camp movement.  Brianna is at Camp Eisner (http://
eisner.urjcamps.org/) in the Berkshires for four weeks.  
Rachel is spending 5 weeks in Eastern Europe and Israel on 
the L’Dor V’Dor program with NFTY in Israel (http://
www.nftyisrael.org/).  Rachel Marcus and Stefanie Turk 
joined Brianna at Eisner this summer.  The URJ has a 
second camp in the Berkshires called Crane Lake (http://
cranelake.urjcamps.org/).  Zachary Hartmann will be 
spending part of his summer there.  I’ve included the web 
sites for all these programs, so that you can get more 
information as you think about the summer of 2011. 

President's Message 

 Our Leaders 
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Worship Services 
Friday, August 6 
  7:30 p.m.  Shabbat Service led by Tamara & Mariel Gruszko 
Saturday, August 7 
  9:00 a.m.  Torah Study 
Friday, August 13 
 7:30 p.m.   Shabbat Service led by Sandra Mamis 
Saturday, August 14 
  9:00 a.m.  Torah Study 
Friday, August 20 
  7:30 p.m.  Shabbat Service led by Benjamin Krevolin 
Friday, August 27 
  7:30 p.m.  Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Golomb 
Saturday, August 28 
  9:00 a.m.  Torah Study 
Friday, September 3 
  7:30 p.m.   Shabbat Service 
Saturday, September 4  Selichot 
  9:00 a.m.  Torah Service 
  7:30 p.m.  Program & Service 

Scriptural Readings 
August 6 & 7 Re’eh 
 Deuteronomy 15:1-16:17 
 Haftarah: Isaiah 54:11-55:5 
August 13 & 14 Shoftim 
 Deuteronomy 19:14-21:9 
 Haftarah: Isaiah 51:12-52:12 
August 20 & 21 Ki Tetzei 
 Deuteronomy 24:14-25:19 
 Haftarah: Isaish 54:1-10 
August 27 & 28 Ki Tavo 
 Deuteronomy 27:11-29:8 
 Haftarah: Isaiah 60:1-22 
September 3 & 4 Nitzavim-Vayelekh 
 Deuteronomy 31:7-30 
 Haftarah: Isaish 61:10-63:9 
 

New Paths Services 
New Paths Services will be held on Saturday, August 7th at 
10:00 a.m. 

 

Vassar Temple 
High Holiday Services – 2010 

Selichot Program and Service 
Saturday  September 4     7:30 p.m. 
Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Wednesday September 8 
  Early Service (Family)     6:30 p.m. 
  Late Service       8:00 p.m. 
Rosh Hashanah 
Thursday September 9 
  Morning Service    10:00 a.m. 
  Children’s Service       2:30 p.m. 
  Tashlich Ceremony    4:00 p.m. 
Friday  September 10 
  Morning Service                10:00 a.m. 
Shabbat Shuvah 
Friday  September 10    7:30 p.m. 
 Memorial Services at Cemetery 
Sunday  September 12        1:00 p.m. 
Kol Nidre 
Friday September 17    
  Early Service (Family)     6:30 p.m. 
  Late Service         8:00 p.m. 
Yom Kippur  
Saturday September 18  
  Morning Service             10:00 a.m. 
  Study with Rabbi Golomb in social hall after service 
  Children’s Service                     1:30 p.m.    
  Afternoon Service                     2:45 p.m. 
  Memorial Service                4:45 p.m. 
  Closing Service                5:30 p.m. 
Please note:  Tickets are not required for any afternoon 
service, for the Tashlich  Ceremony or for the second day 
Rosh Hashanah. 

Grotens to Receive Arnold Award  
on September 4 th  

 
      This year we will begin our High Holy Day 
observances during the Labor Day weekend as Selichot 
falls on Saturday, September 4th.  The evening will begin 
at 7:30 with a festive dessert buffet in the social hall, 
followed by a Havdalah service.   
      After we move upstairs to the sanctuary, the Rabbi 
Stephen A. Arnold Award for contributions to the spiritual 
life of the congregation will be awarded to Margery and 
Art Groten.  Marge has enhanced our music program, 
chants from the Torah, served as temple president and 
chaired the Opening Ceremony of our Eternal Torah 
project, among other contributions.  Art has made our 
temple library more accessible and enhanced our archives, 
while the Groten Fund provides support for our social 
action projects.  
      Before the brief and moving Selichot service, our 
members Richard Fein, a retired engineer, and Miriam 
Cohen, the Evalyn Clark Professor of History at Vassar 
College, will each share brief reflections on the theme 
“This I Believe...” to encourage all of us to consider our 
own guiding values as another new year begins.   
      You will find this evening an excellent way to get into 
the mood for the upcoming Days of Awe, as well as to 
honor the Grotens and our speakers. 

Enjoy Shabbat Services this Summer!  

      Lay-led Shabbat worship takes place downstairs in 
our comfortable social hall, which is easily accessible by 
elevator.  Each service includes congregational singing, 
often accompanied by Joe and Elisa via the new CD of 
our Shabbat music, and reflects the unique approach of 
the service leader.  It is followed by a modified Oneg 
Shabbat, providing the opportunity to socialize over light 
refreshments (often including ice cream).   
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Vassar Temple Bulletin,  published 
monthly. 

 Publisher:   Marianne Abrams 
 Editor:    Doi Cohen  
 Technical Support:  Bob Abrams 
 

Articles for the September bulletin must be 
submitted to the temple office by August 2. 
Sorry, we cannot take Bulletin articles over 
the phone!   Articles may be sent to Sandi 
Rugar via e-mail, at 
office@vassartemple.org or faxed to (845)
452-5161. 

The editor reserves the right to edit 
articles for style, accuracy and length. 

We Need Your Help! 
 We are, once again, asking that 
you be the eyes and ears in the lives 
of our congregational family.  New 
federal patient privacy regulations 
have limited the information that hospitals 
make available to clergy and volunteers.  
We are encouraging you to contact the 
Temple office (454-2570) when a 
congregant is admitted to a hospital and 
wishes to have Rabbi visit during the 
hospital stay.  Our goal is to meet the 
needs of all our congregants and we can 
only do this with your help. 

In Remembrance 
Vassar Temple shares in the grief 
suffered by the family of: 
 Kalmen Izraelewicz, grandfather 
of Deborah Carbo 

Pulpit Flowers 
July 9       In honor of Chuck Stein’s   
   birthday donated by Roni Stein 
August 13  In memory of Howard Abrams  
   donated by Bob & Marianne   
   Abrams.  
Anyone who wishes to honor the memory of a 
loved one or to commemorate a special 
occasion can do so by sponsoring the 
Sanctuary flowers with a donation to the Shrub 
Fund.  Just call Sandi Rugar at 454-2570.  The 
donation to the Shrub Fund is $55. 

Mazal Tov 
     To Susan Budson 
Fink whose daughter, 
Julie Ellen Rosenberg, 
received her Master’s 
Degree from the Harvard 
School of Education in the 

area of Technology, Innovation and 
Education.  Three cheers for Julie who 
did it with two children at home – Eli, 5 
and Clio, 2, and with help from her 
supportive husband Niels!      
     To Jeff & Nan Genshaft in honor of 
the birth of their granddaughter, Molly, 
on June 21, 2010.  Proud parents are Beth 
& Neal Anker. 

REYUT... it means  
Friendship 

      The Vassar Temple Reyut committee 
is comprised of temple members 
who want to help others in their temple 
family when they are in need of support.  
Whether it is a friendly phone call just to 
say “hi”; a visit to an ill congregant at 
home or in the hospital; a meal at a time 
of bereavement or incapacity; or a ride to 
the store or doctor when someone cannot 
make it on their own – we would like to 
be there to help. 
      In order for the Reyut Committee to 
be effective, two things are essential: 1) 
information letting us know when a 
congregant is in need of support, and 2) 
more members who are willing to lend 
a hand.      Being in the temple family 
should make you feel part of a caring 
community and, indeed, Vassar Temple is 
well known in the broader Jewish 
community for its attention to all its 
members.  While we may not always be 
able to meet everyone’s needs, Reyut 
Committee members will do their very 
best to be there for you whenever 
possible.   
      If you think someone needs to hear 
from the Reyut Committee, or you feel 
you can play a role in bringing some 
sunshine to others in the temple family, 
let me know!  Contact me at 463-2678 or 
reyut@vassartemple.org.  Vassar 
Temple IS “where you   
belong!” 

Sandra Mamis, 
Chair, Reyut Committee 

Mark Your Special Occasion 
through a Temple Fund 

      
 Through the centuries, Jews have 
maintained the custom of commemorating 
occasions of joy and sorrow by making 
special contributions to their synagogue.  
Vassar Temple has 20 special funds, most 
of which are restricted to enhancing 
specific areas of congregational life such 
as children’s programming, prayer books, 
or social action.  Some, such as the 
Sustaining Fund, the Endowment Fund 
and the Capital Fund, have more general 
purposes. 
      To see a list of our funds and the 
purpose of each, go to our congregation’s 
website, www.vassartemple.org, and 
click on the link to Contributions on the 
left side of the home page.  Contributions 
to all Vassar Temple funds are tax 
deductible.  Acknowledgment and 
notification will be made promptly to 
both the donor and person(s) to be 
honored. 

Grandparents Gift 
 

Grandparents, give your grandchildren 
the gift of Judaism by sending them to 
Crane or Eisner Camp next summer. 
Contact the Rabbi for further 
information on making your 
grandchildrens’ summer a richly fun 
and Judaic experience they will cherish 
for a long time. 

 Our Temple Family 
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Support Our Sisterhood  
Friendship Calendar 

      The Sisterhood calendar committee is already working on the 2011 calendar!  This 
year we are going to make it even better, with more pictures, more listings and more 
ads.  To do that, we need your support for this important project. 
      Don’t be left out on Friday night when Rabbi Golomb, consulting the Sisterhood 
calendar, wishes you and/or your loved ones a Happy Birthday or Happy Anniversary!  
Respond to the email or paper mailing you receive in August by listing your simchas 
and Yahrzeits for inclusion in the calendar. 
      We also welcome your help in securing ads; costs begin as low as $20.  Ask your 
hairdresser, your nail shop, your barber, your favorite restaurant for an ad.  They will 
thank you for the increased business they get from referrals – the most helpful 
marketing tool in the current economy.  
      For more information, call Perla at 463-2838 or email her at 
membership@vassartemple.org.   
 

      Miriam (Mim) 
Gellert, who has 
been a member 
of Vassar Temple 
since 1935, became a 

centenarian on July 13th!  Our oldest 
congregant was active in the Sisterhood 
for many decades.  Mim notes that she 
was a founder of the Sisterhood 
calendar, which remains an important 
fund raiser and now also serves as the 
“official” birthday and 
anniversary reference guide for the 
Simcha portion of our Shabbat services.   
      A graduate of NYU, Mim also 
studied at Damrosch, the forerunner of 
the Julliard School, and taught piano in 
the Poughkeepsie area for many years.  
For the last 25 years she has worked at 
the law firm of Gellert & Klein, helping 
with the library and ordering supplies.  
Mim’s husband Joseph Gellert, z"l, 
served as president of Vassar Temple as 
well as of the Jewish Community 
Center.  When asked recently to 
describe her relationship with the 
congregation, Mim replied, “Vassar 
Temple is MY temple.  That’s it.” 
      Her temple family sends Mim a 
hearty Mazal Tov and best wishes on 
the occasion of this simcha - her 100th 
birthday!   

Mim Gellert Celebrates  
100 Years 

 Members of our Vassar Temple 
family of all ages welcomed summer 
with a picnic and a “camp style” 
outdoor Shabbat service on the temple’s 
front lawn on Friday evening, June 11th. 

Tree of Life 
“It’s a Tree of Life to those 

who hold it fast...” 
 A wonderful way to 
honor family mitzvahs or 

individual persons is by purchasing a 
leaf for the Tree of Life memorial 
which hangs in our Temple entry hall.  
It is beautiful and we would like to 
complete the Leaves and/or Rocks 
which are still available. 
 Three leaves have been donated to 
our tree of life marking wonderful 
mitzvahs.  Two were purchased by 
Gayle & Sandor Margolin. in honor of 
granddaughter Kiley Quackenbush’s 
Bat Mitzvah June 19, 2010 and in 
honor of Lisa-Sue and Kurt 
Quackenbush’s 20th wedding 
anniversary.  The third leaf was 
purchased by the parents of the 2010 
Confirmation Class.  We thank them 
very much. 

Elaine Lipschutz and Eleanor Pupko 

David and Ariel Lampell 

Outdoor  Picnic and Service 
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      Vassar Temple Sisterhood’s 
Book Club will discuss “Hotel 
on the Corner of Bitter and 
Sweet” by Jamie Ford on 
Tuesday evening, August 24th at 
7:30 in the Community Room of 
Collegeview Tower, 141 Fulton 

Avenue, Poughkeepsie.   
      Focusing on age-old conflicts between 
generations and ethnic groups, this “tender 
and satisfying novel...gives us a glimpse of 
the damage that is caused by war – ...the 
cold cruel damage to the hearts and 
humanity of individual people” through the 
lives of a Chinese-American boy and a 
Japanese-American girl in Seattle during 
World War II.  The book is available in 
paperback and through the local library 
system. 
      Myrna Rubenstein will lead the 
discussion, to which everyone is warmly 
invited, and Gloria Turk will provide light 
refreshments.  To RSVP or get more 
information, contact Doi Cohen at 462-
6193 or dcohen1230@optonline.net.  

Book Club to Meet on August 24 th    

      Sisterhood's annual Share-a-Salad 
Supper was held this year at Fritzy 
Goodman's house on June 17th.  Many 
thanks to Fritzy for her warm 
hospitality, to outgoing Sisterhood 
president Melissa Erlebacher for 
coordinating the supper, and to everyone 
who brought a delicious salad.   
      Please email the recipe for your 
salad to Perla Kaufman 
(brandaliz5@optonline.net) by 
September 1st so she can create a recipe 
booklet to be given out at Sisterhood's 
Opening Dinner on October 14th.   
      The new or continuing officers who 
were welcomed at this lovely evening of 
"sisterhood" are: 
President: Lisa-Sue Quackenbush 
Recording Secy.: Kristina Ibañez 
Corresponding Secy.: Danah Moore 
Financial Secy.: Donna Loshin 
Treasurer: Nadine Zaritsky 
VP-Ways and Means: Perla Kaufman  
VP-Membership: Melissa Erlebacher 

Musician-in-Residence at Vassar Temple, September 2 4-26 
      As part of Eternal Torah: Restoring Vassar Temple's Scrolls, our congregation is very fortunate to be able to 
host a young and dynamic musician for the weekend of September 24th to 26th.  You will want to be part of all the 
occasions at which he will perform and lead us in song – the Shabbat service on Friday evening, a special event 
called "Music and Mitzvot" being planned for Saturday evening, and all the events of Celebrating the Journey on 
Sunday, September 26th. 
      Alan Goodis is a Chicago-based Jewish musician, the proud product of URJ Goldman Union Camp 
Institute.  Noted for his dedication to building relationships and community through music, Alan travels the 
country to serve as an Artist-In-Residence and performer at Temples, Hillels, NFTY Conventions, and Jewish 
summer camps. His 2009 self-titled debut CD elevates Jewish music with its powerful vocals and bold melodies. 
Like Judaism, Alan’s songs tackle complex issues, but find their musical home in the unspoken bonds we share.  

      To listen to his music, visit www.itunes.com/alangoodis; to see Alan in action, go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ga8tD3xKOyQ and watch the video.  Then mark your calendar for September 24th to 26th to enjoy Alan's music right here at 
Vassar Temple! 

SCRIP: It Makes ‘Cents’ to Shop With It! 
What is it?  cash cards for 4 local grocery stores: Adams, Hannaford, Stop & Shop, ShopRite 

 
Where do you get it?  At the temple office from 9 to 3 during the week; by special arrangement with SCRIP chair, Sandra Mamis 
(463-2678; scrip@vassartemple.org) after hours or on weekends.   Orders can be placed in advance with Sandi Rugar (454-2570; 
office@vassartemple.org) for speedy pick-up. 
 
Why buy it?  Vassar Temple earns at least 5% on every dollar you spend and it doesn’t cost you anything extra.  Use a check, cash 
or, in the case of Adams, a credit card to purchase SCRIP.  For example, you give us $100 and in return you get a $100 card for the 
store you have chosen.  
How does the Temple benefit?  Income earned from SCRIP will be used to cover budgeted expenses, enabling us to offer more 
programming, secure additional staffing, maintain or reduce dues, consider building upgrades...all to support member needs and 
promote Judaism. 
Do the cards have an expiration date?  No, there is no time limit on using the cards.  Your gift card is handled like a debit card 
when you go shopping.  Pay for your items by swiping the card and at the end of the transaction you will be given a printed receipt 
indicating how much money remains on the card. 
 

VP-Programming: Stella Turk 
VP-Administration: Laura Brundage, 
Wendy Marcus 
      Mark your calendar for the October 
14th dinner, when we look forward to 
welcoming everyone to a new 
Sisterhood year. 

Sisterhood Closing Dinner Featured Super Salads 
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      Children should 
be able to anticipate 
the new school year 

with excitement, but for many families 
the cost of school supplies is a source 
of tremendous anxiety.  Vassar Temple 
has been contacted by the Center for 
Prevention of Child Abuse, to whom 
we were able to donate many welcome 
items last year.  The Center is getting 
together a list of school supplies 
needed by their young clients in the 
hope that our congregants can once 
again generously help make the open-
ing of school a happier event for the 
children and their families.   
      We will use money collected in our 
Temple Tzedakah box during the 
month of August to purchase these 
supplies.  You can also donate by 
check made out to Vassar Temple with 
“School Supplies” on the memo 
line.  Everyone at the Center is thrilled 
that we are willing to help their chil-
dren get a good start for the school 
year, so let's not let them down!  

Marian Schwartz,  
Social Action Chairman, 

 socialaction@vassartemple.org 
845-849-0025  

Talking Books 
      Select and purchase a children’s 
book; then record the story which 
will be donated along with the book 
to Vassar Brother’s Medical Center 
for the enjoyment 
of young 
hospitalized 
patients.  Do this 
at home at your 
convenience, 
perhaps 
with family 
members or 
friends who are looking for 
something fun, different (and 
meaningful) to do during the 
summer.  There’s a need for talking 
books in both English and Spanish.   
      Just contact Susan Hecht through 
socialaction@vassartemple.org; 
she will happily explain everything 
and lend materials and 
recording equipment as needed.  The 
Talking Books project can also 
provide youths with a creative way 
of earning community service 
credits. 

Lunch Box Help Needed on 
 Sunday, September 5 th   

      We will be resuming our work of serving our hungry 
neighbors at the Lunch Box on Labor Day 
weekend.  We'll need both helpers to cook and serve on 
Sunday, September 5th, and volunteers to donate 3 lbs. of 
hot dogs or 1 dozen pieces fruit  (bananas are very 
popular).  Food may be dropped off in the Temple 
refrigerator before that date (marked for Lunch Box).  A few volunteers to 
schlep food and other supplies from the Temple to the Lunch Box that Sunday 
would be greatly appreciated.   
      Cooks and servers will be needed at the Family Partnership Center, 29 North 
Hamilton Street, where the Lunch Box is located, between 11:30 a.m. and 2:15 
p.m.  If you can do any of the above, we’d love to hear from you. This is a very 
rewarding, hands-on experience for everyone, and an ideal opportunity for youths 
seeking community service credits.      
      Just contact our Lunch Box Chairperson, Jenny Krevolin (876-6232; 
JKrevolin@frontiernet.net)  or Marian Schwartz, Social Action Chair (849-
0025; socialaction@vassartemple.org).   
      If you can’t do any of the above, you can still help by making a financial 
donation to Vassar Temple, designated for the Community Tzedakah Fund, 
to help us purchase the additional food and basic supplies we need for this project 
every month. Your Social Action Committee and your hungry neighbors thank 
you! 

Gulf Coast Recovery Relief 
      The Union for Reform Judaism is 
partnering with Jewish Funds for 
Justice (JFSJ) to help the people most 
affected by the oil spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico. Monies collected will be 
distributed through the JFSJ Gulf Coast 
Recovery Fund to support grass roots 
organizations in the region that are 
assisting those out of work, retraining 
people for new jobs and working on 
recovering the coastline.  
      For further information or to donate 
online go to http://urj.org/socialaction/
issues/relief/.  Checks with Gulf Coast 
Recovery Fund in the memo section may 
be mailed to:   
Union for Reform Judaism 
Attention: Development 
633 Third Avenue, 7th Floor 
New York, NY 10017  

Please help: School supplies 
are needed for  

children in need 

Go to Amazon.com via Our Website 
Before you go to Amazon.com to make 
a purchase, go to our temple website, 
www.vassartemple.org, and click on 
Three Easy Ways to Help Vassar 
Temple in the upper right corner of the 
front page.  Then click the link to 
Amazon.  Every purchase you make 
after accessing Amazon this way will 
result in a contribution 
to the temple, at no 
additional cost to you! 

 "Make all  your online purchases through iGive"    
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New Officers and Trustees Installed  

      During the Shabbat service on June 18th, Ed Garber, Chair of the Nominating Committee, thanked the outgoing temple 
and Men’s Club officers and trustees for their service and introduced the new office-holders.  Doi Cohen, Chair of the 
Sisterhood Nominating Committee this year, did the same for the Sisterhood officers and Melissa Erlebacher, Chair of the 
Youth Committee, introduced the Youth Group officers.   
      Once everyone was on the bimah, Ed officially installed them in their new positions, except that Muriel Lampell 
introduced and installed our new president, Seth Erlebacher.  Seth began his remarks by thanking Sandra Mamis for her 
extraordinary service as president for the last two years.  (Seth’s full remarks can be accessed from a link on the left side of 
our website's home page, www.vassartemple.org.)  Rabbi Golomb led us in prayer for wisdom and strength for our new 
leaders and gratitude for their willingness to serve. 
      Our new congregational officers and trustees are 

¨ President: Seth Erlebacher 
¨ First Vice President: Bob Abrams 
¨ Second Vice President: David Lampell 
¨ Treasurer: Brian Silverman 
¨ Secretary: Tamara Gruszko 
¨ Immediate Past President: Sandra Mamis 
Trustees 
¨ 3-year terms: Jeff Brenner, Sam Finnerman, Joel Kelson, Bob Ritter, Lillian Weigert 
¨ 1-year term: Ed Garber 

      Try your hand 
at producing 
beautiful Hebrew 
letters – a very 
elementary form 
of what a sofer 
does in writing or 
repairing a Torah.  
As part of Eternal 

Torah: Restoring Vassar Temple's 
Scrolls, a second Introduction to 
Hebrew Calligraphy class will be 
taught by Rabbi Shoshana Hantman, 
Director of our Religious School, on 
Wednesday, August 11th at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Temple.  
      We welcome people who missed 
the first class in May, as well as those 

Martin Charwat to Speak 
on Israel and Turkey 

      An Adult Education series on 
Israel's historical relations with some 
of its Mideast neighbors is being 
planned for this fall.   Mark your 
calendar now for the first session, on 
Israel’s relations with Turkey over 
the years, which will be presented by 
Martin Charwat, a long-time Vassar 
Temple member and president of the 
World Affairs Council of the Mid-
Hudson Valley, on Tuesday, 
September 28th at 7:30 p.m.  If you 
heard Martin speak about Iran at the 
temple last fall, or about any other 
aspect of history or current affairs in 
any venue, you will not want to miss 
his presentation on September 28th. 

who took that class and would like to 
sharpen their skills. We will again 
employ felt-tip, broad-nib pens which 
will remain at the Temple for your 
ongoing use.  
      We do need to know how many 
people will be attending in order to 
ensure that we have adequate 
supplies.  Please RSVP by August 9th 
via email to Joel Kelson at 
program@vassartemple.org or call 
the Temple office at 454-2570.  If you 
have any questions, email Rabbi 
Hantman at 
religiousschool@vassartemple.org.   

Learn Hebrew Calligraphy! 

      You will not want to miss the culmination of our ongoing project, Eternal Torah: Restoring Vassar Temple's Scrolls, 
which will take place on Sunday, September 26th at 11:00 a.m.   
      Called "Celebrating the Journey," the day will begin during the 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. session of Religious School which will 
feature music with our visiting song leader, Alan Goodis, and an appearance by Moses (yes, you read that correctly).  Adults are 
welcome to join the children for these special programs. 
      The ceremony from 11:00 to 12:30 will include Torah readings, the blowing of the shofar, the unveiling of a plaque honoring 
our leadership donors, and the participation of our former rabbis, Henry Bamberger and Stephen Arnold, as well as lots of rousing 
music led by Alan Goodis. 
      After a delicious lunch, there will be opportunities to ink in a letter in one of our Torah scrolls with Rabbi Gedalia Druin, as 
well as to learn about our ongoing program of Torah maintenance, The Holy Rollers Club, and to enjoy more of Alan Goodis' 
music.  To make an appointment to ink in a letter, contact Sandra Mamis at 463-2678 or eternaltorah@vassartemple.org.  
 
   

Eternal Torah: Celebrating the Journey on September  26th  
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RABBI’S FUND  
IN MEMORY OF 
Lynn Levy The Greller Family 
 Rita Baratta 
 Robert & Deborah Plambeck 
 Warring Sunshine Committee 
 Friends & Co-workers at Dutchess BOCES 
 Elinor Tannenbaum 
 
WITH SPECIAL THANKS 
To Rabbi Golomb The Quackenbush Family 
 
SUSTAINING FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 
Robert Weinberg Miriam Weinberg 
Nathan Weiss The Friedlands 
Sandra LoGiudice Muriel & Matt Lampell 
Lillian Lampell 
Anne Kahn 
Pauline Slote 
Samuel Rein Robin & Jeffrey Kirsch 
 Muriel & Matt Lampell 
Gilda Charwat Martin & Eleanor Charwat 
Lynn Levy Sophie Klemm 
 Adele Flashman 
Pauline Abrams Bob & Marianne Abrams 
Pearl Goldstein The Friedman Family 
Anne Lant The Lant Family 

Michael Wrobel Lewis & Hilary Wrobel 
Eva Tofel Joan Reifler & Family 
John Muehl Lisa Rubenstein 
Howard Kapner Marshall Byer 
Irwin Kallman Marge & Herb Kallman 
Ethel & Seymour Scheer Bonnie & Ken Scheer 
Dorothy Lewis Polly Lewis & Kamil Wisniewski 
Eugenia Pearlstein Jenny Krevolin 
Lloyd Fertig Phyllis Ritter 
Linda Fertig Waldman 
Sheldon Solomon Alan Solomon 
Michael Solomon 
 
WITH SPECIAL THANKS TO 
Gayle & Sandy Margolin 
 The Quackenbush Family 
Joyce Gally 
Sandi & George Rugar 
Perla Kaufman 
Seth Erlebacher 
Lois Mendel-Taylor 
Laura Mercado 
 
IN HONOR OF 
Sandra Mamis’ presidency  
 Richard & Marsha Lowry 
Seth Erlebacher’s upcoming presidency 
Ed Garber’s special birthday  
Dr. Arthur Menken Sherry & Eliot Hudes 
The high school graduations of 
 Lila Matlin and 
Lennie Wurtzel’s grandchildlren 
 Muriel & Matt Lampell 

Yahrzeits 
August 13 
Dr. Richard Slater      
 Cohen 
Dr. Burton Katz 
Evelyn Herman 
George Israelewicz 
Robert Marks 
Anna Saperstein 
Eve Canter Goldberg 
Gloria Berlin 
Dr. Harry Barbash 
Minnie Toroker 
Howard S. Abrams 
Frances Myer 
Zerline Lehman Simon 
Beatrice A. Goodman 
Emanuel Zimmer 
Bernard Reifler 
Edna Z. Kleiner 
Dorothy Rauh Fogle 
Nettie Jacobs 
Mary Louise Parke 
Mildred L. Greller 
Regina R. Olivar 
Molly Solomon 

August 20 
Lee Schwartz 
Elsa Malkischer 
Oscar Charwat 
Norman Keiser 
Samuel Sumner 
Seth J. Freedman 
Mary Weiss 
Clara Abraham Stein 
Marion Lieberman 
Louis Lester 
Anna Baum 
Dr. Saul R. Kelson 
Minnie Rose Publicker 
David Cohen 
 

August 6 
Melvin Matlin, MD 
Louis Temlock 
Janice Fink 
Walter B. Goldfinger 
Jack Wiseman 
Marjorie Gluck 
Mae Berger 
Hy Miller 
Katherine Moffit 
Muriel Weingart 
Alexander D’Imperio 
Aaron Reifler 
 

August 27 
Morris Kaufman 
Frederick C. Tuchmann 
Melvin Stolack 
Max Matlin 
Martin Krakower 
Fannie Weiss 
William Miller 
Tillie Haber 
Sara Peles Samuels 
W. Carlton Bernard 
Harry Friedman 
Tobias Wolfson 
Anna Dick Kronman 
Paul S. Waxman 
Irving L. Marin 
Sara G. Rica 
Eugene N. Turk 
Rose Ritter 
Edward J. Newman, MD 
Rose Markowitz 
Joseph LaLone 
Elma S. Rosenberg 
Adolph Milton Fein 
Rachel Barchilon 
Claire Entner Gad 
Phyllis Bell 
Richard M. Held 

Memorial Board Plaques 
Honor the memory of your loved ones with a 
plaque on the Memorial Board in the sanctuary.  
For information, call Sandi at the Temple office at 
454-2570. 

 
IN RECOGNITION OF  
Sandra Mamis for her leadership  
as President of Vassar Temple  
 Bob & Marianne Abrams 
   
 PAUL DOUGLAS FA’GUT 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 
Paul Douglas Fa’gut Pola Fa’gut 
 
NATHAN L. REIFLER LIBRARY 
FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 
Sam Rein Susan & Allen Fink 
 
MUSIC FUND  The Quackenbush Family 

 � 
��
����
���	�����������
	�
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Break Your Fast at Temple Again This Year 

      At the conclusion of our Yom Kippur services, join with your Temple family 
and friends for a traditional dairy meal at the fourth annual Vassar Temple Break 
the Fast in our Social Hall.  After praying together as a congregation, let’s 
celebrate the beginning of the New Year with each other on Saturday, September 
18th around 6:15 p.m., following Neilah, the concluding Yom Kippur service, and 
the traditional Havdalah service led by our Youth Group. 
      In order to enjoy salads, kugel, eggs, cheese, vegetables, fruit, fish, bagels, 
sweets and more on September 18th, you must prepay your reservation by 
September 12th.  We have reduced the cost to $15 per adult and $5 per child under 
13, with a maximum of $36 per family unit.  Just send a check made payable to 
Vassar Temple, with Break Fast on the memo line, to 140 Hooker Avenue, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601. 
      To contribute food, or to be part of the fun of preparing for the Break the Fast, 
contact Sandra Mamis at 463-2678 or mamis@optonline.net).  
     
 

Lend us your cell phone 
      We are looking for volunteers 
willing to use their cell phones to 
broadcast the sound of the shofar 
during High Holy Day services to our 
home-bound congregants.  Your 
assignment will be to call a congregant 
on your cell phone prior to the blowing 
of the shofar, thus allowing our fellow 
member to hear in their own home the 
special sound that is traditionally 
associated with our Days of Awe.    
      Please call Perla Kaufman, Chair 
of the High Holy Days Committee, at 
914-456-7309 or email her at 
shofar@vassartemple.org if you 
would like to participate in this 
mitzvah.  She will contact you at the 
end of August with more specific 
instructions. Judaica Shoppe  

Open for Business 
We are open every weekday except 
Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
For an appointment outside of these 
hours, call Perla at 914-456-7309.   
We have the best prices in town, 

 guaranteed! 
 

Come and see us for all  
your Judaica needs! 

High Holy Days Preparation 
      This year the High Holy Days come 
earlier than usual – Erev Rosh 
Hashanah is on Wednesday evening, 
September 8th.  Have your calendar 
ready when a member of the High Holy 
Day Committee gives you a call so you 
can volunteer to be an usher, a greeter, 
a reader, etc. – in other words, an 
important part of Vassar Temple’s 
observance of the New Year. 
      Don’t forget to check our website, 
www.vassartemple.org, for the latest 
updates!  
 

You Can Blow the Shofar  ! 
      Become part of a Jewish tradition which dates back to biblical times.  It’s not too late to learn how to 
blow the shofar – or practice the skill.  Rabbi Golomb is standing by, ready to arrange a couple of 
instructional sessions at your convenience during the summer.  Aspiring shofar blowers of any age should 
email shofar@vassartemple.org to let us know you’re interested.         
      Thanks to a grant from the Sandor David Strauss Shofar Fund of the Community Foundation of Dutchess County, Vassar 
Temple has a “bank” of loaner shofarot to use on the High Holy Days as well as on other occasions during the year.  For 
example, blowing the shofar will be part of our Eternal Torah: Celebrating  of the Journey on September 26th. 
      Beneficiaries of the fund are expected to share their new skill with the community as Sandor Strauss did.  Even if you 
don’t feel comfortable blowing the shofar at temple, you can blow it for congregants in their homes, in hospitals and nursing 
homes, or over the phone.  
       Whether you own a shofar or would like to borrow one, please let us know that you would like to be part of the tradition 
this year by emailing shofar@vassartemple.org. 

YOU are Part of  
the Membership  

Committee 
      As our new temple president reminded 
us when he was installed in June, every 
member of Vassar Temple is part of the 
Membership Committee….yes, that 
includes YOU! 
      So we look forward to seeing you 
when the Membership Committee meets 
on Wednesday, August 18th at 7:00 p.m. at 
the home of Perla Kaufman, 5 Oak Court, 
Poughkeepsie. 
     Weather permitting, we will sit on the 
deck and enjoy some iced tea and 
cookies.  One hour of your time – I 
promise!  Lots of exciting programs are on 
the agenda, starting with the annual Hot 
Dog Social on the opening day of 
Religious School, September 12th! 
      Let me know if you can attend (I 
know it’s summer) by calling 463-2838, 
or email your reply to 
membership@optonline.net. 

Perla Kaufman 
Membership Committee Chair  

�������������	�



August 2010                   11 

����������	�
Home Service for Rosh Hashanah 

The New Year, like the Sabbath and Festivals, is welcomed in the home with prayer and festivity.  Congregational worship at 
the Temple is enriched when preceded by a family Kiddush service.  Family members and guests should plan to be home 
earlier on the Eve of Rosh Hashanah.  The table should be given a festive appearance: fresh flowers and an attractive table 
setting will help everyone feel the significance of the occasion.  At each plate there is a bit of honey, a slice of apple and a 
cup of wine.  A round Challah is set in a prominent place. 
 

(Kindle the Candles and pray:) 
Ba-ruch a-tah A-do-nai, E-lo-he-nu Me-lech ha-o-lam, A-sher kid’-sha-nu 

b’-mitz-vo-tav v’taz-va-nu l’had-lik nayr shel Yom Tov. 
 

Praised be You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has sanctified us by Your commandments and bidden 
us kindle the Festival lights. 
 
May our home be consecrated, O God, by Your light.  May it shine upon us all in blessing, the light of love and 
truth, the light of peace and good will. 
 

(Lift the Kiddush cup and pray:) 
Let us praise God with this symbol of joy and give thanks for the blessings, which this New Year’s Day brings to us.  Happy 
are we that God has granted us another year of life; and may it be God’s will to inscribe us for the coming year in the Book of 
Life, Happiness and peace. 
 

Ba-ruch A-tah A-do-nai E-lo-he-nu Me-lech ha-o-lam bo-ray p’-ri ha-ga-fen. 
 

 Praised be You, Adonai, our God, Ruler of the Universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine. 
 
May the New Year bring increasing peace and harmony to our home.  As we eat honey and the apple, we hope that the year 
upon which we have entered will be sweet in well being and fruitful in well doing. 
 

Ba-ruch A-tah A-do-nai E-lo-he-nu Me-lech ha-o-lam, b-ray pri ha-etz. 
  
 Praised be you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who creates the fruits that grow on trees. 
 

Ba-ruch A-tah A-do-nai E-lo-he-nu Me-lech ha-o-lam, she-he-che-ya-nu 
v’-ki-y’-ma-nu  v’-hi-gi-ya-nu la-z’-man ha-zeh.  Amen. 

 
We praise You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, for the privilege of beholding once more the dawn of the 
New Year.  May it be for us, for Israel and for all people a year of health and happiness, a year of love and peace. 
 

Ba-ruch A-tah A-do-nai E-lo-he-nu Me-lech ha-o-lam, ha-mo-tzi le-chem min ha-a-retz. 
 

Praised be You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, Who brings forth bread from the earth. 
 

Amen. 
 

(Complete Kiddush, other prayers can be found on pp. 80-86 of ON THE DOORPOSTS OF YOUR HOUSE, Prayers & 
Ceremonies in the Jewish Home.  Available at our Judaica Shop.) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2  
SEPTEMBER  
Bulletin Articles 
Deadline 
6:30pm Special 
Congregational  
Meeting 
7pm Board Meeting 

3 
10am SEP 

4 
 

5 
10am SEP 

6  
CAN JAM Weekend 
7:30pm Shabbat 
Service 
Led by  Tamara 
and Mariel Gruszko 

7 
9am Torah Study 

8 9  
FLYERS  
Deadline 

10 
10am SEP 

11 
7pm Calligraphy 
Class with Rabbi 
Hantman 

12 
10am SEP 

13 
7:30pm Shabbat 
Service 
Led by Sandra 
Mamis 

14 
9am Torah Study 

15 16 
6:30pm Executive 

17 
10am SEP 

18 
7pm Membership 

19 
10am SEP 

20 
7:30 Shabbat Ser-
vice 
Led by Benjamin 
Krevolin 

21 
 

22 23 
7:15pm Ritual 

24 
10am SEP 
7:30pm VTS Book 
Club 
 

25 
7pm Finance  

26 
10am SEP 

27 
7:30pm Shabbat 
Service  
Led by Rabbi 
Golomb 

28 
9am Torah Study 

29 30 31 
10am SEP 

    


