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Torah Restoration Project Begins On April 8th

With Program At Vassar College Upcoming Events

p.m., and guests will be welcome to

browse the museum collection prior to
will be launched on and after the program.
Thursday, April 8 with a fascinating
program at Vassar College’s Frances
Lehman Loeb Art Center at 6:00 p.m.

“The Art of Ancient Scribal Calligra-

April 4
Lunch Box-Page 6
During the afternoon of April'g unch Boxrag

Rabbi Gedalia Druin will provide the first
opportunities for temple members to sharg

April 6 & 20
Meditation Group Page 7

phy,” a one-hour lecture and demonstra-
tion presented bgofer(Torah scribe)
Rabbi Gedalia Druin, will be open to the
public free of charge, but seating is lim-

in the inking of a letter in one of our To-
rah scrolls at Collegeview Tower, 141

Fulton Avenue. To reserve a time to par-

ticipate in this speciahitzvah,email
eternaltorah@vassartemple.orgor call

April 8
The Art of Ancient Scribal Calligraphy
Page 1

April 9

ited. This project is made possible (in
part) through a grant from the Dutchess
County Arts Council, administrator of
public funds through NYSCA's Decen-
tralization Program.

the temple office (454-2570).

For the background of our Torah Res-
toration Project, see the article on page 9

We hope that every member of our

Sisterhood Shabbat-Rescue of Greek
Jews—Page 3

April 10
Vassar After Hours-page 5

The mu- congregation will leave their imprint on
seum’s “Late our restored Torah scrolls during the Eter§ April 11
Night Thursdays” nal Torah Project. Plan to be part of it! Tiny Temple Page 3

Training for Summer Setrvice Leaders

program runs Page 5

from 5:00-9:00

April 18

on April 18 th Eternal Torah Opening Ceremony
Page 1

you and your family to participate in the

once-in-a-lifetimemitzvahof inking in a

letter or word in a scralemail

Opening Ceremony of

Sunday, April 18 promises to be a
unique and unforgettable day in the life of
Vassar Temple and your own family.

April 22
Pizzeria Uno Fundraiser— Page 7

April 25

VTS Rummage Sale-Page 5
Men's Club Trip-Walkway over the
Hudson Page 4

EternalTorah@vassartemple.orgor
call the temple office (454-2570).

Our guest performer, Beth Schafer,
cantorial leader at Temple Shir Shalom in

The official Opening Ceremony for
our Torah restoration project will be held
on April 18" at the temple. Rabbi Moshe

Druin, a specially trained Torah scribe, | ¢ !
will spend the day with us, teaching our ~ Oviedo, Florida, and winner of tt&006

children, participating in a formal American Idol Underground Faith Based
ceremony at 11:00 a.m. and helping us to Competition specializes in music that
repair and write in Vassar Temple’s offers the opportunity to expand Jewish
scrolls. Other highlights of the day will ~ life. It has been said that her music is “a
include an exhilarating concert of Torah- Vivid kaleidoscope of eyes-wide-open
based contempory music by guitarist and Spirituality and breathtaking

song-writer, Beth Schafer, following the ~ Musicianship.”

ceremony and a gourmet buffet dairy We hope that every member of our
luncheon congregation will leave their imprint on
our restored Torah scrolls during the
Eternal Torah Project. X

Plan to be part of it! For more about
our Torah Restoration Project, see the
articles on page 9 and 10.

April 27
VTS Book Club-Page 5

May 2
Fannie Berlin Program— Page 12

Cantor Schafer will offer an engaging
educational and musical presentation of
the relevance of the Ten Commandments
to modern life while participants who
have signed up to do so, write letters in
the Torah with Rabbi Druin, after special
ceremonial rituals. To reserve a time for

I




From the Rabbi’'s Desk ETERNAL TORAH Roots and Br

anches

Back in
September, | began
devoting this space
to the Torah, both as
an artifact (the
scroll) and as a

sacred text. (You
can read all the articles together on the
Temple website, under Eternal Torah.)
Now, in this month, the Temple will
embark on th&ternal Torah project.

The project has multiple purposes:
learning about the scroll, participating
in its actual restoration, and ensuring
the future of both the scrolls and the
congregation. The multiple purposes
are, in reality, one and the same.

The classical Rabbis would engage
in an argument. Which is more
important: study or doing good deeds?
They resolved the discussion with the
assertion that study is more importaht,
it leads to doing good deeds.

If you engage in good deeds, one
might ask, why is study so important?
The rabbis answered in this fashion:
Devoting oneself exclusively to good
deeds is like a tree filled with leafy
branches but lacking in deep roots.
Engaging solely in study, on the other
hand, is like that tree having deep roots
but only a few leaves and branches. The
former can be toppled by a strong wind,
and the latter provides meager benefit.

Clearly, the ideal is a leafy tree
supported by strong roots.

Eternal Torah is an expression of
this ancient rabbinic insight. As a
congregation, we will learn and do —
learn in order to do! The metaphor of
the tree thus also provides the third of
the project’s purposes. A sturdy leafy
tree not only provides a benefit to
those who are present, but also to
future generations. In the final
analysis, it is not only the Torah that
is eternal, but your acts and generosity
as well.

President's Message: A momentous month in the life

of Vassar Temple

president two years ago, Rabbi Golomb told OPportunities for congregants to become involved.

me of his concerns regarding the integrity of

To begin, a marvelous Scribal Art event will takage

our Torah scrolls. Over the years, three of theat Vassar College on the evening of Apfil §See details on
four scrolls in our holy ark — the fourth havingpage 1.]

already been repaired nearly a decade ago —

had fallen into severe disrepair. With the
scrolls on the verge of becoming unkosher, ancetbes
unusable, because of the progressive deteriordt®asked
that | make Torah repairs a priority. It soon beealear
that there were two options: simply seek fundsxahe
decaying parchments, or turn the need for reptraronce-
in-a-generation opportunity for our congregatioreimbark
on a Torah journey. This was, as the kids say-hrainer!

With the support of the temple leadership, all aspef
the project’s implementation were carefully
considered. Like anything worth doing, this wotd#e lots
of time, energy and financial resources but thalityewas
balanced by the incredible experience we might lzsve
congregation —joining together on a trip which cbloting
us closer to the Torah by learning more aboubitching it
and, each one of us, personally accepting respititysfor
its care.

Fast forward to April 2010. Under the directimin
Lou Lewis, Chair of the Eternal Torah project,
and with insights gleaned from the scribes thenesgla

Then Sunday, April 18is the big day at the temple.
The Opening Ceremony includes an exciting presientdty
Rabbi Moshe Druin and the first chance éoery temple
family to fill in a Hebrew letter on one of the resored
scrolls. Imagine holding the quill, learning about theéd€es
significance and making your mark on a scroll thiéitbe
used by the congregation for generations to cohhel often
does such a unique experience present itself? rhiv&c
provided by a nationally renowned Jewish folksingeod and
children’s activities are just some of the day’diidnal
happenings that will delight you and your family.

Between this date and the closing ceremony o&yn
September ZBthere will be more chances for you to touch the
Torah: literally and figuratively. Our Shabbat &brservices
and weekly Torah study are two of these. | hope tiany
temple members will be inspired to gather regularlthe
future to engage in Torah maintenance by unrokind
rolling each of our scrolls to lengthen the lifetbé parchment.

It's amazing to realize that preserving the samdjuires
taking it out and using it frequently. And we, thewish
people, are improved by frequent contact with theah as

veritable army of temple members expended an engsmo a1
amount of effort and creativity preparing to britgernal
Torah: Restoring Vassar Temple’s Scrolls” to yadwver the




Shabbat and Festival

Worship Services
Friday, April 2
7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service with Rabbi Golomb @adtorial
Soloist, Elisa Dugatkin
Saturday, April 3
9:00 a.m. Torah Study
10:00 a.m. New Paths Service
Monday, April 5 — Last Day of Pesach
10:00 a.m. Yizkor Service
Friday, April 9
7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service led by Sisterhood @ihtorial
Soloist, Elisa Dugatkin
Saturday, April 10
9:00 a.m. Torah Study
10:00 a.m. New Paths Service
Friday, April 16
7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service
Saturday, April 17
9:00 a.m. Torah Study
10:00 a.m. New Paths Service
Friday, April 23
7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service with Rabbi Golomb @adtorial
Soloist, Elisa Dugatkin
Saturday, April 24
9:00 a.m. Torah Study
Friday, April 30
7:30 p.m. Shabbat service
Saturday, May 1
9:00 a.m. Torah Study
10:00 a.m. New Paths Service
Friday, May 7
7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service
Saturday, May 8
9:00 a.m. Torah Study

Scriptural Readings
April 2 & 3 Shabbat Pesah
Exodus 33:12-34:26
Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:1-14
April 9 & 10 Shmini
Leviticus 11:1-11:47
Haftarah: Il Samuel 6:1-7:17
April 16 & 17 Tazria-Metzora
Leviticus 14:33-15:33
Haftarah: Il Kings 7:3-20
April 23 & 24 Aharei-Kedoshim
Leviticus 19:15-20:27
Haftarah: Amos 9:7-15
April 30 & May 1 Emor
Leviticus 23:23-24:23
Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15-31
May 7 & 8 Behar-Behukotai
Leviticus 27:1-27:34
Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19-17:14

Tiny Temple on April 11 ™

All preschoolers (infant through age 5) 4

crafts, songs and stories in a relaxed and
friendly setting on Sunday, April ¥#from
10:30 to noon. The adults will have an
opportunity to meet others raising young
Jewish children, and a healthful snack will be nled.
Sponsored by the Sisterhood, Tiny Temple is always
free of charge and everyone is welcome, regardiess
synagogue membership. To assist in our plannidg an
get more information, please RSVP to Meredith
Kaflowitz at tinytemple@vassartemple.org or
229-1432.

New Paths Service
Saturdays, April 3 ™

and April 17 "™ at 10:00 a.m.
Contemporary and traditional

Please join us for a special
Sisterhood Shabbat on Friday evening, preparation for the observance of Yom

Sisterhood Shabbat and Film Focus
on Rescue of Greek Jews

to watch it with our older students in

readings, an intimate setting, and time April 9" at 7:30. Along with readings HaShoah, Holocaust Commemoration
to think about and discuss the readingsand prayer led by members of Day.

all make this a special, spiritual

Sisterhood, we will hear a presentation When the Nazis demanded a list of

Shabbat experience. The service may from Mimica Hyman, member of the ~ Zakynthos’ Jews, the bishop and the

be lay-led or Rabbi-led in our sunlit American Friends of the Jewish

Museum of Greece. Her father’s
Kiddush follows. Please join us. For family lived in Zakynthos, Greece
during the Second World War. She including the mayor’s wife, piece

East Chapel, and a brief informal

more information contact Marian

mayor of the island produced a list of
only two names — their own. In the film,
interviews with island residents,

Schwartzmschwa9882@aol.coror will speak aboutThe Song of Life,/a  together the story of this rescue, which

Rabbi Golomb at 454-2570 or
rabbi@vassarstemple.org

documentary film which depicts the took place even as 60,000 Jews from
shelter and rescue of the Jews on the other parts of Greece perished.
small lonian island of Zakynthos
during the Nazi occupation.

The film itself will be shown at

If you would like to participate in this
special service, please contact Andi
Ciminello at

temple during the Wednesday evening andrea@ecosystemsstrategies.coon
session of Religious School on April  Jen Dahnert gedahnert@vassar.edu.
7" at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome




Sandi Rugar's 25 ™ Anniversary with Vassar Temple

On April 15, 1985 Sandi Rugar began does. Congratulations to Sandi on this
working in our temple office. Twenty- milestone anniversary!”

five years later, after working with Sandi herself has these comments
thirteen temple presidents and three her special anniversary: “It doesn't see
rabbis, she continues to keep our officé |ixe 25 years! It has been quite a learniffg
running smoothly. experience and an honor to work with s
Her amazing memory helps our
volunteers find the information and items
they need for their work on behalf of our
congregation. As temple president
Sandra Mamis recently noted, “After
becoming president in 2008 | started
realizing how little | knew about all that
goes into making Vassar Temple tick. In
order to get up to speed, | first met with
Sandi Rugar whose steel-trap memory for
detail made her an incredible
resource. Now as | approach the end of
my presidency and she approaches a
quarter century working on behalf of
the Temple, | still only know a very small
portion of what she

their lives. | consider myself very lucky t
love my job.”

She has served our congregation wi
intelligence, skill, compassion and
integrity, giving generously of her time
and knowledge beyond the call of duty,
and has been a welcoming voice on the
telephone and presence in our building for
25 years. We all wish Sandi Rugar and
her husband George, who has been our
devoted custodian for many years, good
health and happiness on this special
occasion and in the future.

Men’s Club Walkway Trip April 25 ™

the Mid-Hudson Bridge back to
Poughkeepsie and return to the park-
ing area. The shorter walking group
should finish around 11:00 and the
other group should return to the Tem-
ple around noon (in time to pick up
children from Religious School).

Dress for the weather, bring wa-
ter, and wear comfortable hiking
shoes or sneakers. The outing will
only be canceled in case of heavy
rain. If you are unsure about cancel-
lation, call Ron Rosen before 8:30 at
454-4936.

Enjoy a spring outing
with your temple friends
on the Walkway Over
the Hudson on Sunday,
April 25" Under the
auspices of the Vassar
Temple Men’s Club, we will meet at
the temple at 9:00 a.m. to arrange
carpools to the Walkway parking
area.

Participants of all ages and both
genders can then choose one of two
hikes. They can simply take a round
trip on the Walkway, or take the
Walkway to Highland and then take
the road to Johnson-Dorio Park and

Pulpit Flowers

many wonderful members in all aspectsipf

In Remembrance
Vassar Temple shares in the grief suffered
by the families of:

" Bernard Miller, son of Charlotte

Miller and brother of Ronnie

Wolfson

Timothy Creedon, brother of Robert
Creedon

Harold Robinowitz, uncle of James
Robinowitz

Jack Frankel, uncle of Fern Wolf
Ralph Partridge, father of Richard
Partridge

Refuah Shelemah
....to our temple membekjim
Oppenheimer,who was recently
hospitalized.

We Need Your

Help! [ —
We are, once again, I".».'L[
asking that you be the eyes | &y

and ears in the lives of our
congregational family. New federal
patient privacy regulations have limitef
the information that hospitals make
available to clergy and volunteers.
We are encouraging you to contact thp
Temple office when a congregant is
admitted to a hospital and wishes to
have Rabbi visit during the hospital
stay. Our goal is to meet the needs o
all our congregants and we can only do
this with your help.

Rides to Temple

Requested
Some of our members no longer drive at
night but like to attend services and occa-
sional evening events at the temple. If
you are willing to be called sometimes
for aride, please leave your name and
phone number with Sandi Rugar in the
temple office, 454-2570.

April 2 Vassar Temple Sisterhood

Apr!l 9  Vassar Temple S!sterhood Vassar Temple Bulletin, published monthly.
April 16 Vassar Temple Sisterhood Publisher: Marianne Abrams
April 23 Vassar Temple Sisterhood Editor: Doi Cohen

April 30 Vassar Temple Sisterhood Technical Support:  Bob Abrams

Anyone who wishes to honor the memory of a loved
one or to commemorate a special occasion can 8g so
sponsoring the Sanctuary flowers with a donation to
the Shrub Fund. Just call Sandi Rugar at 454-2570.
The donation to the Shrub Fundsiss,

Articles for the May bulletin must be submitted to the temple office
by April 1. Sorry, we cannot take Bulletin articles over the phone!
Articles may be sent to Sandi Rugar via e-malil, at
office@vassartemple.org or faxed to (845)452-5161.

The editor reserves the right to edit articles for style, accuracy
and length.




Spring Rummage Sale on April 25 ™

It's time once again to start decluttering your keom
and gather items for Vassar Temple Sisterhood']§pr
Rummage Sale! Spring/summer clothing, household
items, toys and jewelry are best-sellers. Pleage o
donate items that are clean and in good, new or
gently used condition. We cannot accept items if
poor condition, textbooks, computers, or TVs, as
they do not sell and cost us money to dispose of
Items for the sale may be dropped off at the temy
from Monday, April 1§ through Friday, April 2%
between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., on Wednesda
April 21%' between 6:30 and 8:30 p.m., or by
appointment. DO NOT BRING RUMMAGE
BEFORE MONDAY, APRIL 14.

The Rummage Sale will be held on Sunday, April
25" from 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (Bag sale starts @ 3:
p.m.). Your help is needed to sort the clothingheday
during the week before the sale. On sale day,eeel n

people to keep the merchandise tables neat and help
customers check oufleens seeking community service
credit are strongly encouraged to voluntedgdreat
training is provided and we always have a lot of &nd
make new friends while working on the
Rummage Sale.

This semi-annual sale is a major Sisterhood
project that brings in funds from the community
to help finance improvements to our Temple
facilities and programming, so please support
the effort in any way you can. For further
information, or to volunteer, please contact Lisa
-Sue Quackenbush at
sisterhood@vassartemple.orgvith

“Rummage Sale” in the subject line, or call RorgiBtat
223-5804.

x
[ )
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Vassar After Hours is Back!

In January more than forty Temple members anddsegathered for a great evening of music and
friendship at our first Vassar After Hours. Tharie social hall was transformed into a night ciisb
everyone enjoyed music provided by the popularllbaad, “The Differents,” sipped wine and literally
danced the night away.

Because it was so successful, we are doing inadaliease join us on Saturday, April™ffom 8:00 to 11:00 p.m. for the
return engagement of “The Differents.” And thimé), bring some friends — the more, the merrieredBhout The Differents
atwww.456music.com/differents/

Like last time, admission is $15 per person or §@5couple and you are invited to bring a botflgaur favorite wine to
share. RSVP by sending your check by Tuesday| BPrio Vassar Temple, 140 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepaie] 2601
and write Vassar After Hours on the memo line. i®ore information, contact Deb Carbo through timeptie office, 454-
2570, orevents@vassartemple.org.

Book Club to Discuss a Mystery on April 27 ™

well as her practice of meditation, in
her work as a private investigator in
England in the 1930s. In this
delightful and absorbing mystery she
has been hired to find a wealthy

unforgettable agony of The Great
War.
The book is available in

paperback and through the Mid-
Hudson Library System as a book, on

Vassar Temple
Sisterhood’s Book
Club will discuss
“Birds of a Feather”
by Jacqueline

Winspear on
Tuesday evening,
April 27" at 7:30 in
the Community

Room of

Collegeview Tower, 141 Fulton Avenue,
Poughkeepsie.

Maisie Dobbs has studied
psychology and uses this knowledge, as

grocery magnate’s daughter who has
run away from home. What seems a
simple case at first becomes
complicated when Maisie learns of
the recent violent deaths of three of
the heiress’s old friends. As Maisie
investigates, she discovers that the
answers to all her questions lie in the

CD and on audio tape. Elaine
Lipschutz will lead the discussion, to
which everyone is welcome, and
refreshments will be provided by
Sandra Chertock. For more
information, contact Doi Cohen at
462-6193 or
dcohen1230@optonline.net.




Youth Group Roasts Turkey for Lunch Box-April 4

Our ever capable Youth Group, under the guidancéooth Committee Chairman Melissa
Erlebacher, captain, is sponsoring a special togsty dinner at Lunch Box on Aprif'4 A check
made out to Vassar Temple with “Community Tzeddkahd” in the memo line will help provide a
fabulous dessert to cap off the dinner we will seivour hungry neighbors on that date. Thank you
for your support of this important service project!

Vassar Temple Social Action News

We are thrilled that a total of 24
books have now been recorded for the
Vassar Brothers Medical Center
Pediatric Unit through our “new”
Talking Booksproject which is so ably
coordinated by Susan Hecht. Most
recently we received stories from Perla
Kaufman (en espafiol) and Elaine
Lipschutz as well as a set of seven
books recorded by our Youth Group. If
you think that recording a book for the
pleasure of a hospitalized child is
something you might like to do, just
contact Susan at
socialaction@vassartemple.org.

Thanks to all who contributed
towardHaitian Earthquake Disaster
Relief through the URJ link on our
website. In just the first four weeks, the
URJ collected over a million dollars
which was channeled through the
venerable Joint Distribution Committee
to aid the earthquake victims. If you
are interested in volunteering to go to
Haiti to work on a rebuilding project
under the aegis of the URJ, please

contact Naomi Abelson at
nabelson@urj.org.

where a delicious hot meal featuring rotini
with meat sauce was served to our hungry

Once again Vassar Temp|e membersneighbors. Thanks to all who prOVided food,

generously madBurim Pastapart of
their holiday celebration, in addition to
making their monthlyCan Jamfood
donations. Coming in May will be our
gi-normous annuélCereal Counts!!!”
collection in conjunction with Mitzvah
Day. This campaign is crucial for
ensuring nutritious breakfasts for
everyone over the summer, particularly
for school age children who usually rely
on free school breakfast during the rest
of the year.If you could do a big
mitzvah by holding a mini cereal
collection at your club, place of
business, school, etc., in conjunction
with “Cereal Counts!!!” (or at any

other time), please contact Nancy and
Max Samson for expert guidance at
CerealCounts123@aol.conor 462-
4828.

Speaking of food, thanks to ouf 5

graders and parent captain Lisa Gusikoff

for sponsoring.unch Box on March 7

labor and funds to make this possible.

Another opportunity to share our personal
bounty is to provide sandwiches, casseroles,
salad, cookies, chips, etc., for those staying at
Hillcrest Overnight Shelter. Call Judy
Harkavy at 471-4973 to volunteer.

If cooking is not your thing, knit/crochet
for those in need with a friendly
interdenominational group at the JCC
Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. (Elaine Bard, 454-
5908).For more opportunities, check the
Social Action link on our temple website. If
you have new ideas for us, or would like to
lend a helping hand, | would love to hear
from you!

Marian Schwartz,
Social Action Chairperson
socialaction@vassartemple.org

See the April Voice for
information and sign up sheets for this
annual community service event to be
held Sunday, May 16 or sign up
online. Folks from throughout the local
Jewish community will join together to
carry out service projects designed for
all ages and interests, from children to
senior citizens. Religious School
parents, expect special information
coming home about Mitzvah Day
projects designed specifically with your
child or teen in mind.

Back by popular demand, child
care for tots wile parents are off
performing a mitzvah. Headquarters is
at the JCC, 110 Grand Avenue. Here’s

Mitzvah Day Alert!

where you can sign in, have a free light
breakfast, and enjoy a musical
presentation by our local religious
school children. You may bring
donations of toiletry items, dog/cat
food, and boxes of cereal for Cereal
Counts to the JCC ahead of time or on
that morning. Most service projects
start at 10:00 a.m. at the JCC and other
sites throughout the area. A delicious,
free, totally homemade kosher light
lunch for volunteers will be available at
the JCC beginning at 11:45 a.m., as a
special thank you to all who join
together to make Mitzvah Day happen.
Due to decreased funding, the following
supplies are needed: paint and house

painting supplies, mulch and
gardening/nursery supplies, food,
bottled water, or gift cards and cash
donations to buy same.

If you can provide any of these,
or if you would like to help with a
project, at the registration table, or in
any other way, contact Dr. Linda
Tafapolsky, Director of Jewish Family
Services and Mitzvah Day Chairperson
at 471-9817 or
jfs@jewishdutchess.org




Pizzeria Uno Fund Raiser on April 22

Pizzeria Uno is being very
generous with Vassar Temple this
year. One day each month they are
donating to our congregation 20% of
their receipts from all sales made
with these coupons. So cut them out
and go out for lunch, dinner or a
snack with your family, your

nd

friends, your colleagues — take-out
counts too!

These coupons are valid only at
the Pizzeria Uno on Main Street in
Arlidngton all day on Thursday, April
22,

Required Training for
Summer Service Leaders

If you think you might like the pleas-
ure and satisfaction of leading a summer
Shabbat service at temple this summer or
in the future, you must attend one of the
two training sessions being planned by
the Ritual Committee. We want to sup-
port you in your efforts to make the con-
gregation feel comfortable — and maybe
even inspired!

Rabbi Golomb will run the training
on Sunday morning, April 1from 9:15
to 11:15 and will repeat it on Sunday,
May 2" at the same time. Whether or
not you have led summer services be-
fore, contact Ron Rosen, Chair of the
Ritual Committee, at 454-4936 or
rrosen@alum.mit.eduto sign up for
April 11" or May 2" and/or get more
information.

Meditation Group Meets in April

The meditation group sponsored
by Vassar Temple and Temple Beth-
El and facilitated by Linda Cantor and
Ed Rosenberg will continue to meet
twice a month on Tuesdays from 7:30
to 8:30 p.m. at Vassar Temple. The
dates for future sessions are Apfil 6
and 20", and May 4 and 1§.

At each session there will be sit-
ting meditation, a walking meditation
and either chanting or a short reading.
There will also be time for sharing and
for questions related to the prac-
tice. Both experienced meditators
and those new to the practice are
welcome.

Please let office manager Sandi
Rugar know if you are planning to

attend one or both of the sessions by
contacting the temple office, 454-
2570 oroffice@vassartemple.org.

Go to Amazon.com

via Our Website

Before you go to
Amazon.com to make a
purchase, go to our temple website,
www.vassartemple.org and click on
Three Easy Ways to Help Vassar
Temple in the upper right corner of
the front page. Then click the link to
Amazon. Every purchase you make
after accessing Amazon this way will
result in a contribution to the temple,
at no additional cost to you!

Introduction to Judaism Course

Bad weather necessitated some changes in theudetwdur 12-week Introduction to Judaism course,
being given at Vassar Temple every Tuesday evenimg 7:30 to 8:30 through April 27 There will be no

class on March 30 The topics and teachers for the April classesaarfollows:

April 6: From Womb to Tomb: The Ceremonies of a Jewish Life
Insights into the rituals of the Brit, Pidyon haBlarriage, and Death and Mourning, with Dr. Lirideapolsky, Di-
rector of Jewish Family Service of Dutchess County.

April 13: Israel and Zionism

The origins of the Zionist movement, and how itceeded in the recreation of the Jewish stata@élls A brief look
at Israel today, with Daniel Chejfec, Director bétlewish Federation of Dutchess County.

April 20: The Synagogue and the Jewish Home.
An overview of the everyday practices of Jewduiding kashrut(dietary habits), with Melissa Erlebacher, Vassar

Temple.
April 27: What Flavor Are You?

A quick look atHalakha: How Jewish Law Works. Then: The Orthodox, Conservative, Reconstructicmist Re-
form movements. A brief explanation of why thelyexdist, how they differ and how they are alikettwiRabbi Paul

Golomb.

There is no charge for the classes and studemtselcome to attend any or all of them without prgistration. The full
updated class schedule is available in the tenopleyl and online atww.vassartemple.orgthrough the left link Education/

Adult Education.




RABBI'S FUND

Dorothy K. Parish Sue & Bill Barbash IN APPRECIATION OF

WITH THANKS Louis Schwartz ~ Robin Peritz & Janet GreenmaWassar Temple Sisterhood

To Rabbi Golomb for his Talmud Class Irving M. Rosenthal Rosenthal Family Cast and Crew of the Purim Shpiel
Marsha & Richard Lowry Shirley Kaskowitz Lewis & Hilary Wrobel Lisa Rubenstein

Shirley lone LalLone Jane LalLone

Kathy Austin ROBERT H. LIPSCHUTZ SCHOLARS’

Joseph LalLone FUND

Samuel Karnes Hecht Famil
Ronah Posner David & Joan Posner pr Simon Riechman Vivian & Ed Garbe{ IN MEMORY OF

Stanley Soirefman Elaine & Mark Plansky  Tegsie Turk Stanton Lipschutz
M. Shepard Jackson Elaine & Mort Cederbaum Steve, Shelley, Samantha & Stefanie Turk
Dr. Donald L. Goldfarb ~ ~ Burt & Myra Wise  jack Frankel The Hecht Family TREES IN ISRAEL
Elaine & Mort Cederbaum  Apnemarie Teutsch Doi Cohen I[N MEMORY OF
Vivian & Ed Garber Esther G. Rheingold Irma Jacobspy. ponald L. Goldfarb

Samuel Rein

SUSTANING FUND
IN MEMORY OF

Elaine Lipschutz

Edie Haughney

Ralph Geller Jodi, Tom & Zachary Hartmann  yerman Jacobs

Timothy Creedon Sandy & Jerry Goldberg

Nathan Baum Nina & Nick Kraut

Ruth Parry Kathryn Mardon

Yahrzeits

April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23
Pearl Teperman Morris Landau Louis Schwartz Eva Freedman
Martin Turk Morris D. Kovacs Elias Altman Rebecca Wolfson
Cora Frances Solomon Mollie Rosenberg Sally Richman George N. Freedman
Dorothy Esner Max Michael Simon, MD Ida Salit Eric Mendel

llse Holzer

Morris Domes
Jeanette Ada Cohen
Morris S. Rosenmann
Milton Levitt

David H. Ettenson
Tillie Schwartz

Hon. Joseph H. Gellert
Herman Baskin
Benjamin Levy
Samuel Baskin

Eric Samson

Mimi L. Schor

Dr. Albert Gould
Joseph Friedman
Sally Reifler

Alfred Kaplan

Elizabeth “Libby” Horowitz

Pauline Dubler
Irving Goldstein
J. Louis Sumner

Isador Albinder
Frances Lazarus
Joseph Frankel
Edyth Friedman
Rhona Prussin
Martha Katz

Lorraine Goldberg
Morris Rosenberg
Jeannette S. Newman
Lillian F. Kovacs
Rabbi Aaron Pearl
Jack Jacobson
Herbert Rosand
Charles Volkman, Sr.
Dr. Paul Koltai
Solomon Salberg
Nathan “Toolie” Turk
David Korobkin

Sol Bensimon Barugel
Anne Lacher

Simi Levy

Jaime Hecht

Julius Albert

Memorial Board Plaques
Honor the memory of your loved ones with a
plague on the Memorial Board in the sanctuary.

For information, call Sandi at the Temple office gt

454-2570.

Louis Schonberger
Frank Scholnick
Harry Degenshein
Sadie Lieberman
Mildred Metlis

Dr. Fritz Weigert
Philip Lacher
Fannie Bard
Marion Volkman
Eva Bley

Ignatz Malkischer
Doreen Kimmel
Philip Mardon, MD

Gladys Salberg
Nathan L. Reifler
Samuel H. Weisman
Yavok Mazepa
Delbert LaLone
Gertrude Rosenmann
Sonkin

Jesse Barbash
Gertrude Weiss
Norman S. Reifler
Joan Marshall
Lester M. Ritter
Harry Bard

Estelle Josias
Sidney Cohen
Esther Strauss
Clara Levy Ribbi




Throughout Jewish history the
Torah, an extensive compilation of
literature which is the embodiment of
classic tradition, has existed as both a
practical manual and a guide for the
soul. Caring for the physical scroll
generally referred to by the term
“Torah” — containing the first five
books of the Bible — is vital to the
continuation of our proud heritage.
This month Vassar Temple will
embark orkternal Torah a unique
and moving journey to fulfill the
613" commandment, found in
Deuteronomy 31:19: “Now therefore
write ye this song for you, and teach
it to the children of Israel.”

This last, and yet arguably most
powerful,mitzvah(good deed) in the
Torah requires every Jew to write a
Torah scroll or to become a partner in
its creation. While not always
feasible in its original form, this
sacred tradition will be realized by
temple members as, hands placed on
a quill, they share with sofer—

Torah scribe — the writing of a letter
as Vassar's scrolls undergo much-
needed restoration.

Vassar Temple possesses five
Torah scrolls. Of the four currently in
use, three will be repaired during the
coming months, with restoration of
the badly deteriorated (and possibly
oldest) fifth scroll planned for a later
time. The original “Prague Torah,”
already restored, was written in a
style unique to Prague prior to the
1848 revolutions in Austria-Hungary

and it is believed to have been brought ~ With the help of the professionals
to America by one of the five families from Sofer on Sitethe restoration of

that founded our congregation in 1848, Vassar Temple's scrolls will provide
opportunities to educate the
congregation and the community about
ancient scribal arts as well as stimulate
interest in and understanding of Torah.
Temple President Sandra Mamis
explained her perspective on this
project. “As President, two of my most
important tasks are to energize the
membership and to promote creative
initiatives which connect each and
every individual to Judaism. The
opportunity to do both presented itself
when | learned about the restoration
imperative of the scrolls entrusted to

letters and then rewriting them in a barki his i
sharp clean fashion, and occasionally ©Yr care. Embarking on this journey
will bring life back to the worn

reattaching the pages that make up the S
scroll.” parchments. Atthe same time it allows

our congregants to perform the mitzvah
of every generation — those who came
before us, our own, and those yet to
come — to protect and preserve these
sacred writings. ThEternal Torah
project will always be a part of our
history, a symbol of our dedication to
our faith and a link in the chain which
had its origins at Sinai.”

Rabbi Golomb has compared care
of the scrolls to essential home
maintenance. “Indeed, the Torah
scroll is a sort of house, in which the
history, principles and dreams of a
people reside. Every seven to ten
years a scroll should be carefully
checked and repaired. This procedure
involves cleaning discolored sections
(the ink inevitably smudges as it is
pressed in the roll of the parchment),
scraping away faded and blurred

For information about specific
Eternal Torahevents, see page 1.
Updated details about events and ways

The foundation of the Torah to participate in this exciting project

restoration project was laid in January €an e found at

2009, when Rabbi Golomb and VassarWWW-vassartemple.org/
members met with Rabbi Gedalia EternalTorah.

Druin of Sofer on Sitéo examine the
temple’s scrolls.Sofer on Sitea

group of scribes rigorously trained to
write and restore Torah scrolls, has
provided similar services to numerous
synagogues throughout the nation.
Rabbi Druin examined the inks used,
the way that sections were sewn
together, the tape used to cover those
joints, and the texture of the
parchment. He determined that
problems in our scrolls included
missing or unreadable letters,
smudging, and stains.




As part of State share his thoughts on the letter writing by all congregants as well
Restoring enduring presence of the ancientlaw  as interested community members.
of Moses in our society. The program will conclude on

Vassar Temple’s
Scrolls,a special
community
program is planned for 5:30 p.m. on I
Sunday, September 12th at Vassar ; . a letter.

' Temple will offer additional Torah .
Temple. The Honorable Albert services (those during which Torah Information about

Rosenblatt, retired New York State portions are read and discussed) as s well as updated details of the various

is expected to draw an enthusiastic
audience from both within and outside
the legal community.

Throughout this spring Vassar

Sunday, September 2&vith a unique
closing celebration and additional
opportunities to participate in inking in

ggg:]g; ?Fc);%iilts JB?S%EC?%t?rrnn;er part of its regular Shabbat worship events, can be found at
will speak about){‘The Influence o)f/’ schedule. Recognizing the remarkable Www.vassartemple.org/ o
Torah on Modern Jurisbrudence.»  Mature of this opportunity for personal EternalTorah. A brochure describing

p . engagement with the scroll, the goal of the project and the various participation

We are fortunate in having one of
the foremost jurists in New York

opportunities is available at the temple
and can also be obtained at Vassar
College during the April Bevent.

is participation in

Participating in our Torah Restoration Project

Vassar Temple acknowledges the generous outpoafifigancial support for the

project from congregants and local contributorsvalt as far-flung supporters — people who have ectians
to and fond memories of the temple — and througtritdble grants. In addition to covering the aufst
restoration, donations will permit the establishtrefra fund to provide for maintenance of the derid
perpetuity. Your donation can be in the form afeglication of a word, verse, story or portion @& fforah
which is particularly meaningful to you, and/océn be dedicated in honor or in memory of a loveel @r to
commemorate an event.

Thanks to many leadership gifts and grants, walkieady 80% of the way to our goal of $110,000.uivgift can be
the one to put us over the top!

The following Levels of Participation have beerabsished to encourage everyone to be part of thig-an-a-lifetime
project with a donation which is comfortable foeih.

$20,000  Keter, Crown of Torah
$10,000  Hagba’ah, Uplifter of the Torah
$ 5,000 Kri'ah, Reader of the Torah

$ 2,500  Aliyah, Called to the Torah

$ 1,000 Yad, Torah Pointer

$ 500 Osek, Engaged in Torah

$ 250 D’var, Comment on the Torah
$ 100  Hiddur, Beauty of the Torah

$ 18  Hayyei, Life of Torah

To discuss your family’s contribution ternal Torah,email your request for information about makingosation to
EternalTorah@vassartemple.org. You will receive a prompt reply. If you preferbe called, please include your
telephone number and suggested time to reach ygouinemail message.

Checks made out to Vassar Temple with “Eternal fi&teject” on the memo line may be mailed to theptie at 140
Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601. Contrilmgtim any amount are most welcome.

Lou Lewis, a local attorney and long-time templenmber, is chairing the overall project. He obserihed “the Torah
is the central motif of Jewish life. This projéxipes not only to repair the physical Torah bub &isincrease the sense of
its centrality and spirituality for all who come ¢ontact with this sacred core of our ancient tradi”




Super Bowl Sunday and the Great Hamentaschen Bake

February 7 wasn't just Super Bowl

Sunday. It was also Super Baking Sundaybrought in filling for the hamantaschen.

dozen or so people who made dough or

at Vassar Temple for Sisterhood and otherPlease know that we couldn’t have done it

temple members who got together to bake without everyone’s help, so to anyone

over 1,000 hamantaschen! These
hamantaschen were then eaten after the
Megillah Reading, mailed to very
appreciative college students and
delivered to the homebound and new
members.

A huge thank you to all the people
who helped make the hamantaschen
baking such a success, and especially to
Susan Hecht, who, after having been in
charge for so many years, had set up a
system so that we were able to make so
many hamantaschen in such a short time.

With so many volunteers, I'm sure

that some names have been inadvertently Needelman, Robin

omitted — especially some of the two

whose name was left off the list, please
accept my apologies. The names | do
have include the following: Marianne
Abrams, Howie

by Judy Rosenfeld

Lisa Rubenstein, Michele Sinn and Nadine
Zaritsky.

For those of you not there to see it, the

hamantaschen baking was truly a group effort.
With adult help, the entire Sunday school took
turns working at tables in the social hall rolling,
cutting, filling and shaping the dough while the

kitchen was

Brown, Emily
Brundage, Maurice
Collen, Jen Dahnert,
Melissa Erlebacher,
Julie Goldfischer,
Tamara Gruszko,
Susan Hecht, Meredith
Kaflowitz, Joel Kelson
Polly Lewis, Kara
Longin, Susan

Peritz, Shaari Roland,

filled with
adults doing
the same thing.
We made an
incredible
number of
hamantaschen
during a very
busy morning!

Oh, What a Night!

The morning after...Though most of you
are now preparing to celebrate Pesach, my
head is still lingering on Purim. Why?
Well, | am writing this article on the
morning after an amazing Purim event at
the temple.

With the noise and the tumult still
reverberating in my ears, | must take those
of you who weren’t there back to that
wonderful Saturday evening. | would like
to say that it began with a great Men’s
Club-sponsored pasta dinner. But in fact
it really began several months earlier with
the planning that took place at the
committee level, involving the Ritual
Committee, the Men'’s Club and the
executive committee, not to mention our
Purimshpieldirector/producer
extraordinaire, Art Menken!

In the days and weeks immediately
preceding
the event, as
individuals
calculated
exactly how
many
pounds of
pasta were
needed per
person or how to get monkeys to fly or
how to make a very large blue
horse (those of you who attended the
shpielknow exactly what I'm talking
about), the preparation continued. The
result? A boisterous, fun-filled almost-
standing-room-only night that will surely
go down in temple history!

Anyone
suggesting that
men can’t cook
should think
again! The
evening started
off with a
wonderful
pasta dinner
enjoyed by

all. Then
Rabbi Golomb began a tongue-in-cheek
Purim service, in the middle of which he
was kidnapped by the Confirmation Class
which demanded a ransom for his
return. Rabbi was reunited with the
congregation after $200 were collected for
the benefit of the Haiti relief fund. Kudos
to the kids!

Then began
theshpiel A
takeoff on The
Wizard of Oz, this
show was the
brainchild of Art
Menken — aka
Darth Vader...who
managed to have a
cameo in the
show! Despite
facing more
challenges
than Martin Scorcese has ever known, Art
pulled off a very silly, technologically
advanced and historically correct version
of the story of Esther and Haman. There

Night

(Continued on page 12)




(Continued from page 11)ight Winter Fun Day at Rocking Horse Ranch

were munchkins; a fierce wicked witch
and a sparkly good one; a Hamantashen-
loving Dorothy; a wise Oz and his semi-
efficient Doorkeeper; and, of course,
Mordecai, the straw man, with his pals, the

Lion of Judah

and the tin man.*

An energetic

and creative crew

brought us

lightening bolts,

flying animals,

wild props and a

video recording

for posterity — or

for blackmailing

the cast! Our

musical staff
provided the much appreciated support for
all those Oz tunes.

A reading of the Megillah was next,
with the obligatory noise-making at the
saying of Haman’s name. The
cacophonous sound was made by
shaking boxes of dry pasta brought by
attendees, who donated these items to be
delivered to Dutchess Outreach.

The night was capped off by delicious negative connotation this might have if it
Hamantaschen — almost 1,000 made by thegccurred on Broadway, at Vassar Temple
Sisterhood this year — which were eagerly it jst means that there is only one chance
devoured by the nearly 200 people who  tq pe a part of the fun. Those who missed

came for the festivities. it this year will have to wait until next —
The entire temple family came _the anticipation is already growing! Be

together to make this very special evening g e to sign on when the casting call goes

exciting and funVassar Temple rocks! out for the 2011 PurirShpielby the

) . ) Vassar Temple Players!
*A note: this Purim shpiel opened and

closed on the same night. But, unlike the

Movie and Discussion on May 2

The next Fannie Berlin Program will  of the world’s oldest conflicts. Though
be held on Sunday, May®at 4:00 pm at prospects for peace between Israelis and

nd

she is a New York City independent
filmmaker and has worked as a freelance

Vassar Temple. Arranged by the Palestinians have ebbed and flowed, womenqnajist and as a consultant to non-profit
Sisterhoods of Vassar Temple and Temple peace activists have worked consistently to {5 ndations. Riviin’s films includaer

Beth-El, the program will include the bring an end to the bloodshed that has award winning personal documentary
showing of the documentary fil@an brought so much anguish to both sides. NO Gimme a Kiss, Miriam’s Daughters

You Hear Me? Israeli and Palestinian matter how desperate the political situation Now, andThe Tribe. Rivlin was the
Women Fight for Peacefollowed by a seems, these women never stop chief researcher on the 1972 best s&ller
discussion with Lilly Rivlin, the film's communicating with each other. They come jerysalemby Larry Collins and

writer, producer and director, and a wine together in their bereavement over the loss Domingue LaPierre. She worked on
and cheese reception. This program is of loved ones and to demand a better future |grge] TV's award-winning 13-part series
made possible through the generosity of  for their children and grandchildren. There pjjiars of Fire. Rivlin was also part of a

Vassar Temple Sisterhood's Fannie Berlin is bonding, there is friction, there are

group of New York Jewish women who
pushed the limits of Jewish tradition by

Fund, which was created by Dr. Doris differences of opinion. But most of all it is
Berlin in honor of her mother. The entire  a story about women who have hope, who creating new rituals, including the original
community is welcome, free of charge. keep on trying to hear each other and do noty;omen’s Seder.
Can You Hear Me?lsraeli and give up their work for peace. The film is
Palestinian Women Fight for Peacés narrated by Debra Winger.
the first documentary film to explore in Lilly Rivlin trained as a political

depth the role of Israeli and Palestinian scientist at the University of California,
women peace activists in dealing with one Berkeley. A b generationJerusalemite




Interfaith Story Circle at Buddhist Monastery Albany Advocacy Day
April 12 ™
The Reform Jewish voice of New
York State will join with Interfaith Im-
This informal free event provides pact of NYS on April 12 to sponsor a

Telling and listening to stories can 14" at 7:00 p.m. The theme this
be a way into the heart of another month is Holy Fools.

person. When it is done under the
auspices of the Dutchess County

Interfaith Council it can also be a people Of. al fal.th traditions the joint Advocacy day, lobbying our N.YS
) o X opportunity to listen to local Senators and Assembly members in
relaxing and spiritual experience. . . L
. _ storytellers and to share their own  Albany on the issues of economic jus-
The next Interfaith Story Circle story if they wish. More information tice, good government (ethics reform),

sponsored by the Council will be held at js available from the DCIC office, 471 reproductive choice, and marriage

the Kagyu Thubten Choling Center and 7333 or at equality. Excellent training is provided

Buddhist Monastery, 245 Sheafe Road, \yww.dutchessinterfaithcouncil.org.  to anyone who would like to come to

Wappingers Falls on Wednesday, April Albany on Monday, April 12 and par-
ticipate in the Advocacy Day.

For further information call Juliana
Schnur (202) 387-2800 or email
rjivnys@urj.org with “RJ Advocacy
Day” in the subject line. To sign up to
participate in Advocacy Day 2010 go to
http://rac.org/advocacy/rjv/
programs/interfaith_advocacy
day_2010/

Jewish War Veterans Schedule Meeting

The Pvt. Herman Siegal Post of the Jewish War Veteoéthe United States will hold a regular monthly
meeting on Sunday, April 11, 2010 at the Jewish @omity Center, 110 Grand Avenue in Poughkeepsiee T
meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. A breakfast wildin at 9:00 a.m. and cost $6. There will alsalsbort violin
recital.

All veterans and active duty personnel, regarddéggender are invited to attend. Date and brandenfice does not
matter. World War Il, Korea, Viet Nam, Cold War,aaada, Panama, Gulf 1, Balkan, Afghanistan and wetqrans are
invited. Membership is open to all veterans relgmsiof whether their service was active, Natiéhahrd or Reserves or are
still serving. We look forward to seeing you there.

For more information call Ralph Schwartz at 221-®52 emailRSCHWA9881@aol.com

Jewish Family Services Offers Help to Job Seekers

The next meeting of the Employment Related Inforomaand Networking
Group (E-RING) will take place on Friday, April %@t 1:00 p.m. at the Jewish Community Center omGravenue. The
meeting is sponsored by Jewish Family Servicesui€lless County and is open to all free of chaig@s is an opportunity
for individuals to get new information about joleking; to network with others; and to provide aadaive emotional/
logistical support to and from others searchingeimployment.

For further information, please contact Dinda Tafapolsky at 471-9817 ps@jewishdutchess.org. As of February
2010, the Jewish Federation of Dutchess Countyhas including Jewish community Help Wanted andHedailable list-
ings on theimwww.jewishdutchess.orgwebsite.

Note: All Board and Committee Meetings, except Exe  cutive Sessions, are open to all Temple members. C  ommunity Hebrew
School of Dutchess County is the Hebrew Education D ivision of Vassar Temple.
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April 2010 Calendar of Events
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
MAY Bulletin Arti- CAN JAM Weekend 9am Torah Study
cles Deadline 7:30pm Shabbat 10am New Paths
10am SEP Service Service
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
NO RS LAST DAY 10am SEP 6:30-8:30pm RS 8- FLYERS Deadline 7:30pm Sisterhood 9am Torah Study
12pm Lunch Box PASSOVER 12pm Talmud 10 Pizza 10am SEP Shabbat Service 8pm Vassar After
Office Closed 7:30pm Meditation 7 pm Film Showing 6pm Eternal Torah Hours
10am Yizkor Ser- Group Program at Vassar
vice 7:30pm Intro to College
7pm Board Meeting Judaism
11 YOM HASHOAH 12 13 14 15 16 17
9am-12pm RS K-7 10am SEP 6:30-8:30pm RS 8- 10am SEP 7:30pm Shabbat 9am Torah Study
9:15am Summer 12pm Talmud 10 Service 10am New Paths
Service Leaders 7:30pm Intro to Service
Training Session Judaism
10:30am Tiny
Temple
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
YOM HAZIKARON YOM 10am SEP 6:30-8:30pm RS 8- 10am SEP 7:30pm Shabbat 9am Torah Study
9am-12pm RS K-7 HA'ATZMA'UT 12pm Talmud 10 Pizzeria Uno - POK Service
11:30am Eternal 7:30pm Meditation
Torah Opening Group
Ceremony 7:30pm Intro to
Judaism
------------------------------- RUMMAGE WEEK
25 26 27 28 29 30
9am-12 RS K-7 7:15pm Ritual Meet- 10am SEP 6:30-8:30pm RS 8- 10am SEP 7:30pm Shabbat
9am Men’s Club ing 12pm Talmud 10 Service
Walkway Trip 7:30pm VTS Book
9:30am Rummage Club
Sale 7:30pm Intro to
Judaism,




